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Now, on th e s u r fa ce of th in gs , th ere d idn ’t s eem to be ANYTHING a bou t Da vid th a t wou ld 
h a ve im pres s ed God .  Noth in g ca u s ed God to s it u p a n d s a y, “W ow !  W h at a m an!  I th ink I’ll choos e 
HIM to be the k ing!”  As a matter of fact, David didn’t look much different than any other Jewish boy 
his age.  Oh, he was handsome…don’t get me wrong there.  The Bible tells us that he was attractive, 
with a h ea lth y-look in g com plexion a n d bea u t ifu l eyes .   Bu t th ou gh h e wa s obviou s ly a n ice look in g 
you n g m a n , Da vid ’s ou twa rd a ppea ra n ce d idn ’t s eem to be th e th in g th a t s et h im a pa r t in God’s 
eyes.    

After a ll, h e wa s n oth in g m ore th a n a s h eph erd boy…a n d God wa s look in g for a KING…a 
k in g to rep la ce Kin g Sa u l…wh o h a d d is p lea s ed God grea t ly a n d wa s on h is wa y OFF th e 
th ron e…a lth ou gh for th e LIFE of h im , Sa u l d idn ’t even kn ow it yet !  In oth er words , God wa s 
looking for “a man after God’s own heart,” for clearly Saul was NOT that man!   An d th a t ’s wh en 
the young David appeared on the scene.    

God s en t h is p roph et Sa m u el to th e lit t le town of Beth leh em …to th e h ou s e of J es s e…tellin g 
Sa m u el to “tak e s om e olive oil becau s e I h ave chos en one of Jes s e’s s ons to be the new k ing of 
Is rael!”  On e by on e, ea ch of J es s e’s s on s a re pa ra ded before Sa m u el, begin n in g with th e oldes t , 
E lia b .  “S urely THIS is the one God h as chos en!”  Sa m u el s a id to h im s elf, for Elia b wa s ta ll a n d 
h a n ds om e.  Bu t God s a id to Sa m u el, “No!  Th is is not the one!  Pay no a tten tion to how tall an d 
h and s om e Eliab is .  I d o not jud ge a pers on by the ir ou tw ard appearance, bu t by w h at is in the ir 
heart.” (1Sam.16:6-7)  

Th en J es s e b rou gh t forwa rd h is n ext s on a n d h is n ext a n d h is n ext .  Bu t ea ch a n d every 
time, God told Samuel “No, he is not the one!”  

“Are thes e ALL of y our s ons ?”  Sa m u el a s ked J es s e.  Th en J es s e ru bbed h is bea rd a n d 
th ou gh t for a m in u te, a n d a lm os t a s a n a fter th ou gh t , s a id , “Oh!  W ell, there is one m ore  Bu t he’s 
the y ounges t and is ou t tak ing care of the s heep!”  

“Go get him!” Samuel said.  
And when David arrived, God immediately said to Samuel, “This is the one I want!  Anoint him 

w ith oil for he is a m an af ter m y ow n heart!” (1 Sa m . 16 :12 / Acts 13 :22)  An d from th a t m om en t on , 
th e Scr ip tu re tells u s , “the S p irit of the Lord took con trol of David and w as w ith h im from th a t d ay 
on!”  

Now, d id you get wh a t th e s tory s a id th ere?  God ca lled Da vid “a m an af ter m y ow n heart!” 
…a title that’s not used for ANYONE ELSE in all of the Bible.  Of all the people God called and chose 
a n d worked th rou gh ou t th e en t ire s pa n of th e s cr ip tu res …both th e Old a n d th e New 
Tes ta m en t…on ly Da vid wa s s a id to be “a m an af ter God ’s ow n heart.”  Wh ich , of cou rs e, PUZZLED 
m e…pu zzled m e grea t ly…a n d got m e to won der in g wh y in th e wor ld God ch os e Da vid , for on e 
th in gs …bu t perh a ps MORE im por ta n t ly, wh y God , in rea lity, ch oos es ANY of u s to do God’s work 
a n d work God’s will in th e wor ld .  After a ll, a s Ch r is t ia n s , we believe God ca lls u s ALL to be 
followers of h is s on , Ch r is t J es u s , ou r Lord…a n d CHOOSES u s to h elp s p rea d Ch r is t ’s love in a ll 
th a t we do.  Th ere a re even s om e wh o believe th a t God h a s a pa r t icu la r PURPOSE of ou r lives a n d 
that our lives are not truly complete and whole until we DISCOVER God’s purpose.     



 
So m y qu es t ion is wh y DOES God ch oos e cer ta in peop le?  Or perh a ps th e bet ter qu es t ion 

wou ld be:  Wh a t k in d of peop le does God CHOOSE?   Wh y d id God ch oos e a pers on like Da vid?  
And even MORE importantly, why does God choose US? 

Well, u n like m os t of US, wh o look on ly a t th e s u r fa ce im pres s ion s , God looks a t wh a t’s 
INSIDE a pers on .  Wh en WE ch oos e peop le to a dm ire…wh en we ch oos e ou r ROLE MODELS…ou r 
HEROES…we often ch oos e th e BEAUTIFUL peop le…th e BRILLIANT peop le…th e SUCCESSFUL 
peop le.  We’re ter r ib ly en a m ored with wh a t’s on th e SURFACE.  Som e peop le even decide wh o th ey 
will vote for President because he or she LOOKS GOOD on television!   

Bu t God s im ply does n ’t DO it th a t wa y.  In s tea d of look in g a t wh a t’s on th e OUTSIDE of a 
person’s life…God’s looking at what’s on the INSIDE…in a person’s HEART…in their SOUL…in their 
INNER MOST BEING wh ere God kn ows u s bet ter th a n we even kn ow ou rs elves .  An d it ’s from 
looking at what’s on the INSIDE that God knows…KNOWS beyond a shadow of a doubt…whether or 
n ot we a re “peop le a fter God’s own h ea r t .”  Wh ich wa s PRECISELY wh y God ch os e a lit t le n obody of 
s h eph erd boy like Da vid to be th e n ext k in g of His peop le, Is ra el…beca u s e God KNEW wh a t wa s in 
David’s heart and knew that it he was a man after God’s own heart.    

Now, if you lis ten to n oth in g els e I s a y th is m orn in g, I wou ld en cou ra ge you to lis ten RIGHT 
NOW…ESPECIALLY you h on ored gra du a tes  wh o a re a bou t to m ove ou t in to th e wor ld beyon d th e 
p rotected a n d s h eltered en viron m en t of th e fa m ilies , th e h om es , th e ch u rch a n d th e s ch ools you ’ve 
kn own growin g u p h ere in Bellefon ta in e a n d Loga n Cou n ty.  You m a y n ot believe m e n ow a s you s it 
th ere a ll p rou d of you r a ccom plis h m en ts , th in k in g you ’ve got th e wor ld by th e ta il a n d th e fu tu re a t 
your feet.  But there may just come a time when you’re going to need some words of wisdom to hang 
on to wh en th e goin g gets tou gh a n d life th rows you on e of it s p roverb ia l cu rve ba lls .  So LISTEN 
WELL, my friends…LISTEN WELL.   

Wh en God s ca n s th e ea r th for “peop le a fter God’s own h ea r t ,” God is n ’t on a s ea rch for 
“a n gels in th e fles h .”  An d God CERTAINLY is n ’t look in g for PERFECT PEOPLE…s in ce n on e of u s 
a re.  Bu t God IS s ea rch in g for PEOPLE…fles h a n d b lood m en a n d wom en like you a n d m e…wh o 
have some of those same QUALITIES as God found in David…QUALITIES that can make US “people 
after God’s own heart,” even as David was long ago.    

An d wh a t ARE th os e qu a lit ies ?  Wh a t does it MEAN to be “a pers on a fter God’s own h ea r t”?    
Well, I ca n ’t s a y for s u re, of cou rs e, bu t it s eem s to m e th a t bein g  “a pers on a fter God’s own h ea r t” 
m ea n s th a t you LOVE GOD fir s t a n d forem os t in you r life…a n d th a t you wa n t to do wh a t is RIGHT 
in the eyes of the Lord…in other words, that you TRY to live your life the way God wants you to live.  
None of us are ever going to do it perfectly, of course.  David certainly didn’t.  His later life will show 
th a t h e wa s a n yth in g BUT per fect .  Bu t God d idn ’t reject h im beca u s e h e wa s n ’t per fect .  In fa ct , 
God loved h im a ll th e m ore, beca u s e th ou gh Da vid WASN’T per fect , h e REALIZED th e er ror of h is 
wa ys …a s ked for God’s forgiven es s …a n d t r ied even HARDER to live h is life th e wa y God wa n ted h im 
to live.  (But more about that in the weeks ahead!) 

To be “a pers on a fter God’s own h ea r t ,” I th in k ALSO m ea n s th a t th ere is a cer ta in level of 
HUMILITY in ou r lives …th e h u m ility of rea lizin g th a t th ou gh we AREN’T goin g to be per fect , we 
n ever s top TRYING to live th e wa y God wa n ts u s to live.  An d a ga in , th in k a bou t Da vid h ere.  Wh en 
Sa m u el ca m e look in g for th e n ext Kin g of Is ra el, Da vid wa s n ’t u p th ere with a ll h is oth er b roth ers , 
ch es t pu ffed ou t , s a yin g “Hey, look a t m e!  I’m th e bes t !  I’m th e grea tes t !  Ch oos e m e!”  Wh en J es s e 
ga th ered h is s on s for Sa m u el to ch oos e from , Da vid wa s n ’t even con s idered wor th y en ou gh to BE 
th ere.  He wa s ou t h u m bly doin g wh a t h e wa s s u ppos ed to be doin g…ta k in g ca re of h is fa th er ’s 
s h eep .  It wa s n ’t th e k in d of gra n d a n d glor iou s job th a t th a t wou ld win h im fa m e or recogn it ion .   
In fa ct , even h is own fa th er d idn ’t even th in k to ca ll h im in u n t il Sa m u el a s ked if J es s e h a d a n y 
other sons.  David was, in effect, the nobody that NOBODY noticed. 

Oh , bu t GOD n ot iced!  God looked a t Da vid , ou t in th e field s a rou n d Beth leh em …h u m bly 
keep in g h is fa th er ’s s h eep…du t ifu lly doin g h is fa th er ’s b idd in g…a n d God pu t h is s ta m p of a pprova l 
u pon h im .   All of wh ich s a ys to m e th a t “a pers on a fter God’s own h ea r t ,” does n ’t CARE wh o gets 
the glory.  He or she simply DOES what God wants ‘em to do.  And God notices! 

So wh ile Da vid ’s b roth ers were a ll jockeyin g for th e bes t p la ce in lin e…wh ile th ey were a ll 
s t retch in g to s ta n d th eir ta lles t in Sa m u el’s eyes …wh ile th ey a re a ll s m ilin g th eir bes t s m iles a n d 
flexin g th eir s t ron ges t m u s cles …Da vid wa s ou t th ere a ll a lon e, wa tch in g h is fa th er ’s s h eep – 
faithfully and humbly.  Which was obviously a quality that went a long way in the eyes of the Lord! 



Wh ich u lt im a tely a ls o m a de Da vid a pers on of INTEGRITY!  Now, I wa n t you to rem em ber 
th a t word INTEGRITY!  It is SO SIGNIFICANT to God .  God is n ’t look in g for th e m os t m a gn ificen t 
s pecim en s of h u m a n ity…a t lea s t n ot in th e wa y we HUMANS ju dge ea ch oth er .  God’s is look in g for 
wh a t’s in a pers on ’s HEART!  An d INTEGRITY is on e of th e BEST th in gs God’s ca n s ee wh en h e 
checks us out!  God saw it in David…and he’s looking for it in US as well. 

Listen to some of the synonyms for word INTEGRITY:  Being WHOLE…COMPLETE…REAL… 
HONEST…TRUE…GENUINE.  In tegr ity is wh a t you a re wh en n obody’s look in g bu t God .  It m ea n s 
being honest and genuine down to the very CORE of your being.   
Now, it ’s s a d to h a ve to s a y it , of cou rs e, bu t th e t ru th of th e m a t ter is th a t we live in a wor ld toda y 
th a t s a ys , in m a n y wa ys , “If y ou ju s t m ak e a good IMPRES S ION on people, th a t’s all th a t really 
m atters .”   Bu t h ere’s th e th in g!  You ’ll n ever be “a pers on a fter God’s own h ea r t” if th a t ’s you r 
ph ilos oph y.  NEVER!  You s im ply ca n ’t FAKE IT with God .   As God told Sa m u el wh en Sa m u el wa s 
im pres s ed with h ow ta ll a n d h a n ds om e on e of J es s e’s s on s wa s , “I d o not jud ge as h um an s jud ge.  
Hum an s look a t a pers on’s ou tw ard appearan ce.  Bu t I look a t a pers on’s HEART!” (1 Sam. 16:7)   

Th e INTEGRITY of Da vid ’s h ea r t is wh a t m a de Da vid God’s ch oice for Kin g.  An d it is wh a t 
will m a ke God s it u p a n d ta ke n ot ice of US a s well – bein g REAL…GENUINE peop le wh o a re TRUE 
to ou rs elves …TRUE towa rd oth ers …a n d MOST of a ll, TRUE to God .  Not th a t we’ll ever do it 
per fect ly, m in d you .  We won ’t !  Even th e BEST of u s will s tu m ble a n d fa ll every n ow a n d th en .  Bu t 
it ’s n ot PERFECTION th a t God’s a fter .  God’s ta ken ca re of th e per fect ion in J es u s Ch r is t .  It ’s th e 
ATTEMPT!  It ’s ou r TRYING!  It ’s th e EFFORT we pu t for th in bein g “peop le a fter God’s own h ea r t .”  
And THAT is what INTEGRITY is all about! 

Now, to be sure, David may have lived many centuries ago and his story may be as old as the 
a n cien t pa ges of s cr ip tu re.  Bu t don ’t you dou b t for a m om en t th a t th e les s on s we ca n lea rn from 
h im a re a s cu r ren t a n d t ru e to life a s th is m orn in g’s s u n r is e.   Two in pa r t icu la r s ta n d ou t in m y 
mind as we close our time together today.   

Firs t , it is in th e LITTLE THINGS in life…don e in th e qu iet , lon ely p la ces …th a t we PROVE 
ou rs elves ca pa b le of doin g BIG th in gs .  Da vid ’s fa ith fu ln es s in ten d in g h is fa th er ’s s h eep p repa red 
h im for FAITHFULNESS wh en God ca lled h im to be th e n ext k in g of Is ra el.  All of wh ich s a ys to m e 
th a t if you wa n t to be a pers on with a la rge vis ion , you fir s t n eed to cu lt iva te th e h a b it of doin g th e 
little things well!  That’s when God sits up and takes notice!  The way you show KINDNESS when no 
on e is look in g…th e wa y you TREAT oth er peop le – ESPECIALLY th e lit t le gu y…th e on e n obody els e 
ta kes n ot ice of…th e pers on everybody els e ju s t wa n ts to k ick a s ide or ign ore – th e wa y you SHARE 
LOVE for oth er peop le in you r everyda y life…THAT’S wh a t m a t ters m os t in life a n d MAKES you “a 
pers on a fter God’s own h ea r t .”  Th e tes t for MY life…a n d I th in k YOUR’S a s well…is NOT ju s t wh a t 
we do wh en everybody els e is wa tch in g...bu t h ow well we “do k in dn es s , s h ow love a n d live h u m bly 
with God” (Micah 6:8) when only GOD is watching. 

An d s econ d ly, wh en God is m old in g u s in to th e peop le God wou ld h a ve u s be, God is NEVER 
in a h u r ry.  It took a LIFETIME for Da vid to becom e th e m a n God in ten ded for h im to be.  As fa r a s 
God is concerned, we are ALWAYS a work in progress…a masterpiece in the making.  Which says to 
m e th a t we s h ou ld NEVER give u p on ou rs elves …or on a n yon e ELSE for th a t m a t ter .  God is 
NEVER in a hurry when molding us into “people after God’s own heart!”  

To be s u re, it is in th e cla s s room of FAITHFULNESS a n d DEVOTION towa rd God th a t we 
learn to become the PEOPLE of God.  It is from the teachers of HUMILITY and GRACIOUSNESS that 
we develop in to m en a n d wom en God CHOOSES for God’s work in th e wor ld .  An d it is on th e 
p la yin g field of INTEGRITY a n d GENUINESS th a t we…like Da vid…BECOME “peop le a fter God’s own 
heart.” 

So m a y God , th rou gh th e power of th e Holy Sp ir it with in EACH of u s , m a ke u s peop le wh om 
God wou ld ch oos e to do His work a n d work His will, ea ch a n d every da y of ou r lives , from th is da y 
forward, and forever more!    

Amen…and AMEN!    

Drawn from DAVID: A Man of Passion & Destiny, Chapter 1, pp. 1-12, by Charles Swindoll  
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