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Now, wh eth er you kn ew it or n ot , th is is goin g to be a bu s y week in th e Ch r is t ia n ch u rch .  
Toda y is REFORMATION SUNDAY, wh en we rem em ber th e work of Ma r t in Lu th er a n d J oh n Ca lvin 
a n d J oh n Kn ox a n d oth er reform ers wh o, in th e 16 th cen tu ry, s et a bou t to REFORM th e Ca th olic 
church and bring it back to what it was supposed to be – a place where the gospel of Jesus Christ is 
boldly proclaim and salvation comes by means of our faith in God’s grace…and God’s grace alone!  

Tom orrow, of cou rs e, is ALL HALLOWS’ EVE…or Halloween a s we like to ca ll it…wh ich , 
in s tea d of bein g a da y for Trick or Treat …or gh os ts a n d gob lin s a n d th in gs th a t go bu m p in th e 
n igh t (a n d wh ich , by th e wa y, THIS com m u n ity celeb ra tes on th e la s t Th u rs da y n igh t of October 
des p ite th e fa ct th a t it ra rely fa lls on October 31)…wa s or igin a lly a RELIGIOUS fes t iva l in 
p repa ra t ion for ALL SAINT’S DAY wh ich th e ch u rch celeb ra ted on Novem ber 1s t , rem em ber in g th e 
SAINTS of th e ch u rch wh os e s tor ies we kn ow s om eth in g a bou t…peop le like Sa in t Peter…a n d Sa in t 
Pa u l…a n d Sa in t Ma ry…a n d Sa in t Nich ola s …a n d s oon to be s a in ted Moth er Th eres a a n d Pope J oh n 
Paul II.    

Of cou rs e n ow, th os e a re a ll CATHOLIC s a in ts …ROMAN CATHOLIC s a in ts …a n d we 
PROTESTANTS don ’t do m u ch celeb ra t in g of th e s a in ts a n ym ore…wh ich is p recis ely wh y th e da y 
AFTER All Sa in ts ’ Da y…Novem ber 2 nd…is FAR m ore im por ta n t in th e life of th e Protes ta n t 
Ch u rch …even th ou gh we ra rely rem em ber it a n ym ore eith er !  Beca u s e wh ile All Sa in ts ’ Da y 
celeb ra tes th e KNOWN s a in ts of th e ch u rch …th e da y AFTER All Sa in ts Da y, wh ich is kn own a s ALL 
SOULS’ DAY, celeb ra tes ALL th os e wh o h a ve d ied in th e fa ith …th e fa ith fu l depa r ted…wh eth er th ey 
m a de a m a rk in th e wor ld or n ot…th e SAINTS wh o a re kn own to God a n d God a lon e – peop le like 
ou r loved on es …a n d ou r fr ien ds …a n d ou r n eigh bors …a n d ou r fellow ch u rch m em bers – peop le wh o 
a re n o lon ger with u s in THIS life…bu t a re livin g in th e grea t COMMUNION OF SAINTS th a t th e 
Eva n gelis t J oh n ta lked a bou t in h is God-in s p ired vis ion in Revela t ion .   Wh ich , in rea lity, m ea n s 
th a t every s in gle ONE of u s will on e da y be SAINTS in th e eyes of th e Lord wh en WE TOO ta ke ou r 
place at the great banquet feast in the Kingdom of Heaven.  

Bu t , you kn ow, s om eth in g a bou t th a t idea rea lly both ers m e.  Oh , n ot th a t I’ll on e da y ta ke 
m y p la ce a t th e ba n qu et fea s t in th e Kin gdom of Hea ven .  Th a t’s a WONDERFUL a ffirm a t ion …a n d I 
rejoice in th a t kn owledge!  It ’s a GREAT com for t a n d joy to kn ow th a t beca u s e of God’s gra ce, I TOO 
will on e da y be on e of God’s “s a in ts ”…th a t wh en I’m dea d a n d gon e, I TOO will be join in g in th e 
great Com m un ion of the S ain ts in th e glor ies of God’s Hea ven ly k in gdom .  Bu t s t ill, it both ers m e.  It 
rea lly BOTHERS m e!  Beca u s e it does n ’t h a ppen u n t il AFTER I’m dea d a n d gon e.  An d wh a t I’m 
con cern ed a bou t…beca u s e I th in k it wa s p recis ely wh a t J es u s wa s con cern ed a bou t…is wh a t 
happens in THIS life…in the here and now! 

You s ee, a ccord in g to th e Rom a n Ca th olic Ch u rch , th ere a re th ree th in gs th a t a re requ ired to 
become a saint: 

1.  You’ve got to be dead! 
2.  There has to be proof positive that you live a good and pious life. 
3 .  Th a t good a n d pos it ive life th a t you lived h a s to be con firm ed by eviden ce of a t lea s t th ree 

miracles after death…which, I think, is probably a little out of reach for most of us!  I don’t think I’ll 
be a b le to DO m y th ree m ira cles a fter I’m dea d a n d gon e!  Wh ich ’ll d is qu a lify m e from s a in th ood!  
And THAT’S what bothers me!    
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Wh y does it h a ve to be AFTER I’m dea d a n d gon e?  Wh y ca n ’t I becom e a s a in t NOW by th e 
wa y I live m y life in THIS life RATHER th a n in s om e life to com e?  Wh y ca n ’t YOU live YOUR life in 
s u ch a wa y a s to be on e of God’s “Sa in ts ” in th e h ere a n d n ow…in s tea d of in th e by a n d by?  Wh y 
ca n ’t we ALL be con s idered s a in ts by lovin g God a n d lovin g n eigh bors RIGHT NOW…by em bodyin g 
God’s gracious, loving kindness RIGHT NOW…by being attune to and LIVING the Divine Presence of 
God, as Jesus did, in our lives RIGHT NOW?  Why CAN’T we all be saints …RIGHT NOW? 

On e of th e s cr ip tu re pa s s a ges th a t is t ra d it ion a lly rea d on ALL SAINTS’ DAY is kn own a s th e 
BEATITUDES from th e 5 th Ch a p ter of Ma t th ew’s Gos pel.  We d idn ’t rea d th os e Bea t itu des ea r lier 
this morning, but hopefully you remember them.   

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  for they shall be satisfied. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake,  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.    (Mt. 5:1-10)  

I m ea n REALLY!  Wh o cou ld com pos e a lis t of m ore “saintly” vir tu es …OR a lis t of m ore 
IMPOSSIBLE on es ?  Like th e TEN COMMANDMENTS, th e Bea t itu des con fron t u s with a n idea l 
vision – GOD’S vis ion – of wh o we ca n be…of wh o, in fa ct , we ARE!  Bu t m os t of u s rea d th em like 
pa ra gra ph s in a job des cr ip t ion a n d th en decide th a t it is fu t ile to even a pp ly.  We cou ldn ’t 
POSSIBLY do that…so why even TRY? 

Wh a t m a kes u s a dm it defea t before we even t ry, h owever , is believin g th a t s a in th ood is s om e 
“ca r rot on a s t ick”…s om eth in g th a t is da n gled before u s s u ch th a t if we CAN do th e Bea t itu des …or 
CAN live th e Ten Com m a n dm en ts …th en m a ybe we ca n fin a lly becom e SAINTS.  Bu t s in ce we kn ow 
we CAN’T…a t lea s t n ot per fect ly…we ju s t give u p a n d decide SAINTHOOD is s im ply ou t of ou r 
reach.  An IMPOSSIBILITY! 

The reality, however, is quite different.  And that’s exactly what the Apostle Paul was trying to 
tell us in the opening verses of both his letter to the Corinthians AND the Romans. 

Listen again, first from Corinthians:  

To the church of Jes us Chris t w h ich is in Bellefon taine (it really says to  
the church in Corinth, of course, but I made it Bellefontaine so it would be  
relevant to our listening ears!) to all w ho are called God ’s s a in ts ,  
w h o belong to h im in un ion w ith Chris t Jes u s , toge ther w ith all people every w here  
w h o w ors h ip the Lord Jes us Chris t!  May God our Father and the Lord Jes u s Chris t  
give you grace and peace, both now and foreverm ore!  

And then from Romans:  

I Pau l, a s ervan t of Jes u s Chris t, w rite to y ou w ho are in Bellefon ta ine, 
(again, it really says Rome…but you get the idea!) y ou w hom God has called h is s a in ts 
because you belong to the Lord Jesus Christ.  (And then, as if to emphasize the point, he says 
it again) I w rite to y ou , w hom God loves an d calls h is s a in ts .  

Th e rea lity is th a t s im ply by BEING God’s peop le…s im ply BEING in u n ion with 
Ch r is t…s im ply BEING loved by God…we a re ALREADY GOD’S SAINTS…beca u s e a ll it ta kes to be a 
SAINT is to belon g to God .  It ’s n ot a m a t ter of BEING good or DOING good or livin g th is s et of ru les 
or th a t s et of com m a n ds .  An d it ’s ESPECIALLY n ot a bou t work in g th ree m ira cles th a t ca n be 
docu m en ted by th e Va t ica n .  It ’s s im ply a m a t ter of bein g a pa r t of God’s peop le…a n d a pa r t of h is 
Son , J es u s , th e Ch r is t . On ce you h a ve lin ked u p with th e body of Ch r is t…on ce you h a ve becom e a 
part of the Family of God’s people…once you have sat together at Christ’s table and partaken of the  
b rea d a n d cu p wh ich a re s ym bols of God’s u n dyin g love a n d gra ce in you r life…you h a ve everyth in g 
you need to BE a saint.  You ARE a saint!  NOT a perfect person!  NOT somebody who’s got it all  



-3 -  

togeth er !  NOT s om eon e wh o h a s don e th ree m ira cles a n d been bea t ified by th e Ch u rch !  Bu t 
someone who is loved by God and is ALREADY considered a saint!  You then HAVE your identity!   

AHHH!  Bu t h ere’s th e th in g:  You h a ve you r CHOICE – th e to live a s wh o you ARE…or to 
NOT live as who you are!  It’s up to YOU then…and ME as well…to decide whether we’re going to BE 
who and what God has ALREADY declared us to be…SAINTS! 

Now, th is is com plica ted , I kn ow…a lth ou gh perh a ps it on ly s ou n ds com plica ted beca u s e 
s u ch s im ple t ru th s often con fou n d ou r ea r s .  Th e t ru th is th a t we a re ALREADY s a in ts …precis ely 
beca u s e God loves u s a n d ca lls u s God’s own .  Bu t it is a ls o t ru e th a t God gives u s th e freedom to 
fors a ke ou r iden t ity…to fa il to live u p to it…to ch oos e NOT to exercis e th e ca pa city for s a in th ood 
th a t res ides in ea ch of u s …a n d a ll of u s .  It ’s like bein g a p r is on er wh o h a s received a pa rdon , 
th eologia n Ka r l Ba r th u s ed to s a y.  You a re a free pers on a n d you r freedom is rea l a n d will n ot be 
ta ken a wa y.  Bu t u n t il you get u p a n d wa lk th rou gh th e door of you r cell, you rem a in a p r is on er of 
your own failure to act.    

Or , if you don ’t rela te to th a t im a ge, t ry th is on e.  Th ere is a ch eck for a m illion dolla rs with 
you r n a m e on it down in th e fellows h ip .  Th e m on ey is you rs !  It will n ot be ta ken a wa y! You a re a 
MILLIONAIRE!  Bu t u n t il you get u p a n d go down to th e fellows h ip h a ll a n d CLAIM th e ch eck a n d 
cash it and do with it whatever you’re going to do with it, you are as poor as if it never existed.  

Common sense puts it yet another way:  USE IT or LOSE IT, the saying goes.  And that is the 
wa y it is with SAINTHOOD too, excep t th a t we n ever EVER los e it beca u s e God n ever EVER s tops 
lovin g u s !   On ce we a re a pa r t of th e Body of Ch r is t…on ce we h a ve pa r ta ken of h is life-givin g gra ce 
a n d m ercy, s ym bolized in b roken b rea d a n d pou red cu p…we h a ve BECOME SAINTS.  Ou r 
voca t ion …ou r ca llin g from th a t poin t on …is to ACT like s a in ts a n d EXERCISE ou r s a in th ood – 
practicing it to be best of our ability each and every day – precisely BECAUSE we ARE God’s saints!   

Now, do th e Bea t itu des s ou n d a n y d ifferen t in th a t ligh t?   I h ope s o.  Ea ch ph ra s e delivers a 
sermon of its own, but read between the lines and this is what you hear:  

You are loved…so ACT like it!  
You are redeemed…so ACT like it!  
You are a saint…so ACT like it! 

Live a s wh a t you a lrea dy ARE a n d you will be b les s ed with every b rea th you ta ke…beca u s e 
BLESSEDNESS – wh ich m ea n s HAPPINESS…wh ich m ea n s J OY…wh ich m ea n s FULLNESS OF LIFE 
– is ju s t wh a t h a ppen s wh en you a re bein g wh o you were CREATED to be…livin g th e life you were 
CREATED to live.  Wh ich is , by th e wa y, p recis ely wh a t livin g in th e Kin gdom of God is a ll a bou t , 
J es u s s a ys …BEING wh o God ca lls you to be…th e Kin gdom of God wh ich ISN’T ju s t s om ewh ere 
down th e roa d in th e by a n d by of h ea ven .  It is HERE…a n d NOW…J es u s s a ys …in th e rea lity of 
THIS life when you begin living the reality God created you to live!  

So th a t is wh a t we a re u p to toda y…recogn izin g ou r s a in th ood…rem em ber in g th e s a in ts wh o 
h a ve gon e before u s a n d th e s a in ts wh o a re US toda y…ALL of u s togeth er in th e COMMUNION OF 
THE SAINTS.   

Can you feel what a crowd we are today?  
Mary and Joseph and their boy Jesus…  
The Apostles: Peter and Andrew…James and John…and  

Thomas – the one they call Doubting…  
Saint Paul…Saint Francis…and Saint Augustine…  
Saint Anne…Saint Elizabeth…and Saint Louis  
Saint Butch Crawfis…Saint Tom Forsythe…Saint Ed Kindell…and Saint Ben Peters…  
Saint Louise Underwood…Saint Bertie Mills…Saint Miriam Hannaway…Saint Marcia  

Lane…and Saint Toni Cox.  
Sa in t YOU…a n d Sa in t ME…a n d Sa in t ALL of ou r loved on es – both livin g in th is life a n d 

livin g with God in th e Kin gdom of Hea ven – both th e Kin gdom of Hea ven th a t exis ts h ere on 
earth…and the one that exists with God in the life that is yet to be. 

We are ALL “Saints of the Lord”.    
We are ALL God’s beloved.  
We are ALL invited to the Table of our Lord to share in the Communion of the Saints. 
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WHY?  WHY are we “Saints of the Lord?”  
WHY are we God’s beloved?  
WHY do we get to dine at the table among the Saints of God?  
Is it beca u s e of ou r GOODNESS?  Is it beca u s e of ou r RIGHTEOUSNESS?  Is it beca u s e ea ch 

of us has done THREE MIRACLES?  
Heavens NO!  
It ’s beca u s e God LOVES u s with a n u n dyin g love th a t will NEVER let u s go.  An d n o m a t ter 

wh eth er we a re livin g u p to ou r ca llin g…or wh eth er we’re n ot…God STILL believes in u s a n d 
CONTINUES to ca ll u s to be wh a t we a re:  Th e SAINTS OF GOD!  It is God’s CONTINUING gift to 
u s …th a t th ou gh we  AREN’T per fect a n d DON’T a lwa ys live u p to wh a t God ca lls u s to be…God 
never EVER stops loving us and believing the very BEST about us.  

Beca u s e God LOVES u s …loves u s en ou gh to s en d h is very own Son to s h ow u s wh a t ou r 
lives CAN BE…we ARE God’s SAINTS!  

It is then up to US to decide whether we will BE what God says we ARE?   
Either way, we are ALWAYS welcome in the Communion of the Saints!  

To GOD be the glory, now and always!  
Amen…and AMEN!                     

Ba s ic con cep t a n d pa r t of th is s erm on a re d ra wn from a n d cred it is given to Ba rba ra Brown Ta ylor , “The Company of Heaven,” pp. 79-84, 
Mixed Blessings
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