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So, let m e a s k you a qu es t ion th is m orn in g:  Wh en ’s th e la s t t im e you ’ve been 
DANCING WITH THE WORD OF THE LORD?  St ra n ge qu es t ion , is n ’t it?  Well, in th e 6 th 

Chapter of 2nd Samuel, a fascinating story is told about King David, Israel’s great and might 
k in g, DANCING WITH THE WORD OF THE LORD…becom in g s o excited a n d th r illed with 
th e Word of God th a t h e a ctu a lly s t r ipped down to h is u n derwea r a n d da n ced with a ll h is 
m igh t before God a n d everybody.  It ’s a won derfu l s tory!  Bu t before I s h a re it with you , let 
me first share a portion of another of David’s wonderful psalms: 

Psalm 78:1-8 
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 13-23  

Leader:  Friends, I invite you to hear and believe, for this is the Word of the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

“I Love Your Word, O Lord”   Tune # 441   

So h ere’s h ow ou r s tory goes th is m orn in g: After defea t in g th e Ph ilis t in es in a m igh ty 
ba t t le, th e n ew you n g k in g reca p tu red th e Ark of th e Coven a n t wh ich th e Ph ilis t in es h a d 
ca p tu red from Da vid ’s p redeces s or , Kin g Sa u l, th e wea k a n d in effect ive fir s t Kin g of Is ra el.  
Now, the Ark of the Covenant was, you will remember, the foremost symbol of God’s special 
rela t ion s h ip with Is ra el.  For IN th e Ark were s u ppos ed ly h ou s ed n ot on ly th e two ta b lets 
God h a d given to Mos es on Mt. Sin a i, u pon wh ich God h a d in s cr ibed th e Ten 
Com m a n dm en ts , bu t a ls o Mos es ’ s crolls of th e fir s t five books of th e Bib le…th e 
Pen ta teu ch …th e La w.  In oth er words , th e Ark of th e Coven a n t con ta in ed “th e Word of th e 
Lord.”  

Well, s o excited a n d th r illed wa s Kin g Da vid th a t th e Ark wa s ba ck in Is ra elite 
h a n ds …th a t h e h a d reca p tu red th is forem os t s ym bol of God’s s a cred rela t ion s h ip with th e 
n a t ion of Is ra el…th a t h e h a d th e Ark of th e Coven a n t b rou gh t to h is n ew ca p ita l city of 
J eru s a lem .  An d a s th e Ark of th e Coven a n t , con ta in in g th e Word of th e Lord , wa s b rou gh t 
in to J eru s a lem with grea t fa n fa re a n d celeb ra t ion …with t ru m pets b la r in g a n d d ru m s 
bea t in g…with h a rps a n d ta m bou r in es a n d cym ba ls a ll p la yin g…with s t ron g s old iers 
m a rch in g a n d p ret ty gir ls da n cin g…Da vid got s o ca u gh t u p in th e s p ir it of it a ll th a t h e 
s t r ipped h im s elf down to h is s k ivvies a n d s ta r ted da n cin g…da n cin g with th e Word of th e 
Lord…da n cin g to th e glory of God…Da vid a n d God wh ir lin g a rou n d before th e a rk with 
s u ch pa s s ion a n d en th u s ia s m th a t th ey beca m e a s on e…a on en es s of s u ch m a gn ificen ce 
a n d joy th a t n ot even th e ton gu e-la s h in g Da vid got from h is wife, Mich a l, cou ldn ’t d im th e 
glory of it all. 

For you s ee, a t a bou t th e s a m e t im e Da vid wa s fu lly ca u gh t u p in da n cin g with th e 
word of th e Lord , h is wife, Mich a l, wh o wa s a ls o th e la te Kin g Sa u l’s da u gh ter (a n d wh o 
m u s t h a ve h a d s om e p r im a n d p roper Scotch Pres byter ia n is m in h er ba ckgrou n d beca u s e 
she never did ANYTHING that wasn’t done “decently and in order”) looked out the window  
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of th e pa la ce a n d s a w Da vid da n cin g in h is u n d erwea r before God a n d everyb ody.  An d s h e 
wa s d is gu s ted…MORTIFIED to s a y th e lea s t .  So wh en h er h u s ba n d , th e Kin g, fin a lly m a de 
it h om e th a t n igh t , s h e let h im h a ve it r igh t u pon h is n ea r ly ba re ba cks ide.  “You m ay BE 
the King,” she told him in her most condescending tone, “bu t y ou m ad e an abs olu te FOOL of 
yours elf tod ay by d ancing arou nd in y our und erw ear lik e th e village id iot!  Even the s ervan t 
girls s aw y ou nearly n ak ed , for heaven’s s ak e!  W h at in God ’s n am e d id y ou th ink y ou w ere 
DOING?”  

“I w as d ancing to the glory of the Lord ,” Da vid rep lied , a n d th en h is voice took on a n 
a cid ton e, “th e Lord w h o ch os e ME in s tead of y our fa th er an d m ad e ME the King of h is 
people, Is rael.  And I w ill go righ t ON d an cing in m y und erw ear to honor God ju s t as long as I 
lik e.  YOU m ay th ink I’m a fool, bu t fran k ly , m y d ear, I d on’t give a (fly in g flip)!!  I on ly care to 
give honor to God by d an cing w ith th e W ord of th e Lord .”  

An d th en th e s tory con clu des with th es e ra th er poin ted words , wh ich I’ll lea ve you to 
in terp ret on you r own :  “And Mich al, S au l’s d au gh ter, never h ad ANY of the Kin g’s ch ild ren .” 
(2 Sam.6:12-23)  

Now, is n ’t th a t a won derfu l s tory a n d a won derfu l im a ge to con s ider…DANCING 
WITH THE WORD OF THE LORD!?  Can you imagine getting SO EXCITED…so CAUGHT UP 
in th e joy of God’s Word th a t you go DANCING WITH THE WORD OF THE LORD?  Of 
course, David’s story is from a long time ago and an age much different from our own.  And 
n obody goes DANCING WITH THE WORD OF THE LORD th es e da ys , n ow do th ey?  Ah !  
But there’s where you’re wrong, my friends.  There’s where you’re wrong!  

Th e J ewis h a u th or , Ch a im Potok , wr ites a bou t m odern -da y life a m on g th e u lt ra -
con s erva t ive J ews of New York .  In th e Or th odox s yn a gogu e ea ch yea r th e Tora h is rea d 
from begin n in g to en d .  An d wh en th e cycle of rea d in gs is com plete, a s pecia l celeb ra t ion 
ca lled Sim h a t Tora h is h eld .  As pa r t of th e fes t ivit ies , th e s a cred Tora h s crolls a re b rou gh t 
down from th e “Ark” wh ere th ey a re s tored a n d ea ch of th e m en of th e s yn a gogu e, 
beginning with the eldest, goes DANCING WITH THE WORD OF THE LORD.  

In h is book , In th e Begin n in g, Potok tells a bou t on e pa r t icu la r ly joyou s occa s ion 
when “th e w h ite beard ed Torah read er w as d an cing w ith one of the heavy s crolls as if he 
h ad m iracu lou s ly s h ed h is y ears .”  Th e s yn a gogu e wa s crowded a n d wa rm th a t n igh t s o 
Da vid Lu r ie, th e m a in ch a ra cter in th e s tory, goes ou ts ide for s om e fres h a ir .  As h e ga zes 
u p a t th e s ta rs , th e s ou n ds of th e celeb ra t ion con t in u e beh in d h im .  Un der h is feet h e feels 
th e vib ra t ion of m en da n cin g with th e Word of th e Lord .  An d s u dden ly, Da vid begin s to 
wonder…wonder whether Gentiles ever dance with their Bibles.  His friend, William, goes to 
th e b ig Pres byter ia n ch u rch on Ma d is on Aven u e, a n d Da vid won ders , do Pres byter ia n s ever 
DANCE WITH THE WORD OF THE LORD?  

Th e t ru th of th e m a tter , of cou rs e, is th a t we Pres byter ia n s , like MOST Gen t iles …a n d 
like m a n y J ews for th a t m a tter…da n ce with m a n y pa r tn ers in fron t of th e a lta rs of ou r 
lives , bu t RARELY d o we do m u ch DANCING WITH THE WORD OF THE LORD.  We da n ce 
with ou r jobs …we da n ce with ou r fa m ilies …we da n ce with ou r ch eckbooks a n d ou r ba n k 
a ccou n ts a n d ou r s tock por t folios .  We da n ce with ou r bu s y s ch edu les …ou r com m u n ity 
res pon s ib ilit ies …ou r s ocia l ob liga t ion s …ou r k ids s por ts s ch edu les .  We even da n ce with 
ou r CHURCH res pon s ib ilit ies …tea ch in g Su n da y Sch ool…h elp in g with Wom en ’s 
As s ocia t ion …s ervin g a s a n Elder or a Dea con …work in g on a com m it tee…s in gin g in th e 
choir.  But RARELY, if ever, do we do much DANCING WITH THE WORD OF THE LORD.    

You s ee, DANCING WITH THE WORD OF THE LORD is s im ply a n IMAGE…a 
SYMBOL…a METAPHOR, if you will, for studying…learning…living with the Bible.  And like 
ANY dance, it’s something we’ve got to LEARN how to do.    

Severa l yea rs a go, in s p ired n o dou b t by Da n cin g With th e Sta rs , J a n et a n d I took 
Ballroom Dancing Classes which were offered by the Cultural Arts Commissioning and,  
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though I was reluctant at first, I have to admit, it was actually a lot of fun.  I sort of learned 
to m a ke m y two left feet do th e s teps th a t I wa s s u ppos ed to do for th e foxtrot…s win g 
dancing…and a little bit of waltz.  Notice, I said “sort of” learned to make my two left feet do 
th e s teps …beca u s e you s ee, a s s oon a s th e cla s s es were over , I p rom ptly FORGOT h ow to 
do a ll th e s teps .  Precis ely, beca u s e I d idn ’t keep it u p !  Precis ely, beca u s e I d idn ’t 
PRACTICE!  Precis ely beca u s e it d id d idn ’t s in k in a n d becom e a pa r t of m e.  So n ow, every 
time the opportunity presents itself for Janet and I to actually do some dancing, which isn’t 
th a t often , believe m e, s h e h a s to n ot-so-gen t ly rem in d m e h ow to do th e s teps a ll over 
again!  

Now, m y POINT with a ll of th is is th a t DANCING is s om eth in g you ’ve got to LEARN to 
do…a n d PRACTICE doin g…a n d KEEP AT doin g if you ’re ever goin g to b ecom e a good 
da n cer .  An d th e very SAME th in g is t ru e with DANCING WITH THE WORD OF THE LORD 
a s well.  If you wa n t to lea rn a n d live with God’s Word , you ’ve got to STUDY God’s 
Word…you n eed to PRACTICE God’s Word…you ’ve got to LIVE a n d BREATHE it u n t il it 
s im p ly becom es s econ d n a tu re to you …u n til it becom es s o m u ch a pa r t of you th a t you 
move with th e Word of God like Fred As ta ire u s ed to m ove with Gin ger Rogers …or, for a 
you n ger folks wh o does n ’t rem em ber Fred As ta ire a n d Gin ger Rogers …like Pa tr ick Swa zey 
a n d J en n ifer Grey m oved in th e m ovie Dir ty Da n cin g!  Or for a n even YOUNGER 
generation…like Lou ie Vito a n d Ch els ie High tower da n ced on la s t fa ll’s Sea s on 10 of 
Dan cing w ith th e S tars .  As ea s y a n d flu id a n d flowin g a s Fred a n d Gin ger…or Pa tr ick a n d 
Jennifer…made their dancing APPEAR…and Chelsie tried her best to make her dances with 
Lou ie a ppea r…I’m s u re it took HOURS a n d HOURS of p ra ct ice…a n d s tu dy…a n d work to 
m a ke it look s o effor t les s .   An d th e very SAME is t ru e of ou r rela t ion s h ip with th e 
Lord…AND with THE WORD OF THE LORD.  

Wh ere a ll of th a t begin s , of cou rs e, is r igh t h ere in Su n da y Sch ool on Su n da y 
m orn in gs wh en we join with OTHER Ch r is t ia n s wh o a re ALSO tryin g to lea rn h ow to 
DANCE WITH THE WORD OF THE LORD.  We m a y be 2 yea rs old…or 95 yea rs old (a n d 
th a t is p recis ely th e ra n ge of a ges of th e peop le in volved in ou r Su n da y Sch ool p rogram!)  
Bu t it is HERE…IN CHURCH…with OTHER CHRISTIANS…th a t we lea rn wh a t DANCING 
WITH THE WORD OF THE LORD is a ll a bou t .  An d it is HERE…in ou r Ch r is t ia n Edu ca t ion 
p rogra m …th a t we lea rn th e m oves …th e s teps , s o to s pea k…th a t will en a b le u s to da n ce 
with th e Word of th e Lord THROUGHOUT ou r lives .  Yes , to be s u re, we idea lly tea ch ou r 
ch ild ren to “Da n ce with th e Word of th e Lord” wh en th ey a re you n g s o th a t th ey m a y kn ow 
th e joy of da n cin g th eir wh ole lives lon g.  Wh ich is p recis ely wh y we pu t s o m u ch em ph a s is 
on Christian Education and Sunday School for our children and youth.  

Bu t m a ke n o m is ta ke a bou t it .  You a re NEVER to old to lea rn to 
da n ce…ESPECIALLY wh en you a re DANCING WITH THE WORD OF THE LORD.  Ma yb e 
you n ever lea rn ed to s tu dy God’s Word wh en you were you n g.  Now…toda y…NEXT 
SUNDAY is th e perfect t im e to s ta r t .  Ma ybe you USED to com e to Su n da y Sch ool…m a ybe 
you USED to be pa r t of a Bib le s tu dy grou p…m a ybe you USED to rea d God’s Word 
regu la r ly.  Or m a ybe you ’ve ju s t got ten ou t of th e h a b it of DANCING WITH THE WORD OF 
THE LORD and need to take a refresher course to remind you of the steps again.  Whatever 
th e ca s e, n ow…toda y…NEXT SUNDAY is th e perfect t im e to com e a n d lea rn h ow to live 
your entire life DANCING WITH THE WORD OF THE LORD.  

You s ee, th e t ru th of th e m a t ter is th a t Da vid “da n ced with th e Word of th e Lord ” 
p recis ely beca u s e h e loved th e Lord…a n d h e loved th e Lord ’s WORD.  It wa s n ’t a BURDEN.  
It ’s wa s n ’t a CHORE.  It wa s a J OY for h im .  An d th e m ore h e cou ld give glory to God a n d 
honor the Lord by “da n cin g with th e Word ,” th e m ore h e WANTED to do it…even if it m ea n t 
a tongue lashing and estrangement from his prim and proper wife Michal.  “I dance to   
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honor th e Lord an d I’ll go ON d an cing to give glory to God .  YOU m ay th in k I’m foolis h , bu t I 
d on’t care!  I on ly care abou t giv ing honor to God by d an cing w ith th e W ord of th e Lord !”  

Wou ldn ’t it be GRAND…wou ldn ’t it be WONDERFUL…wou ldn ’t it be MARVELOUS if 
WE TOO were s o filled with joy a n d ea gern es s a n d excitem en t a bou t God’s Word th a t WE 
TOO s pen t ou r lives DANCING WITH THE WORD OF THE LORD?!  Wou ldn ’t it be 
AMAZING…wou ldn ’t it be SPECTACULAR if WE TOO loved th e Lord a n d loved th e Lord ’s 
WORD so much that we couldn’t HELP dancing in honor of our God?!  

 I INVITE you…I ENCOURAGE you…I IMPLORE you…ALL of you – young and old and 
everywh ere in between – to join u s n ext Su n da y a n d th e n ext Su n da y a n d th e n ext Su n da y 
after that…each and EVERY Sunday…as together we learn to DANCE WITH THE WORD OF 
THE LORD!  It ’s a da n ce I ca n dou b le-dog GUARANTEE you , you will NEVER regret 
learning!       

Th e im a ge of “da n cin g with th e Word of th e Lord ,” is d ra wn from “On Da n cin g with You r Bib le,” by Peter J a m es Fla m m in g, Pu lp it Diges t, 
September/October, 1992, pp. 33ff 
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