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Now, let ’s be h on es t a bou t it , s h a ll we?  Som et im es ou r ch ild ren a re a b les s in g…a n d 
s om et im es th ey a re NOT!  Som et im es th ey a re a rea l gift from God , en r ich in g ou r lives beyon d ou r 
wildes t im a gin in gs …wh ile a t oth er t im es , ou r ch ild ren ca n be a roya l pa in in th e you -know-where.   
I imagine those of you who are parents know exactly what I mean.  

Well, th e very s a m e th in g wa s t ru e for Kin g Da vid lon g a go…a lth ou gh for Da vid , it wa s a ll 
m a gn ified a th ou s a n d fold .  Wh a t wa s Da vid ’s grea tes t b les s in g a ls o p roved to be h is wors t 
n igh tm a re.  Da vid , of cou rs e, n ever s a w it th a t wa y.  To h is cred it…a s well a s h is det r im en t 
perhaps, David always seemed blind to his children’s faults and foibles.  But for those of us who are 
rea d in g th e s tory m a n y cen tu r ies la ter…a s well a s for m a n y of th os e wh o lived th rou gh th e even ts 
wh en th ey were h a ppen in g…Da vid n eeded to pa y a lit t le LESS a t ten t ion to Dr . Spock’s perm is s ive 
pa ren t in g a n d lit t le MORE a t ten t ion to Ben ja m in Fra n k lin ’s old a da ge “S pare the rod , s poil the 
child!”  

Pla in a n d s im ple, Da vid ch ild ren were OUT OF CONTROL a n d pu t Da vid th rou gh lit t le les s 
than “h ell on ea r th .”  For Da vid , it wa s a clea r cu t ca s e of w ith ch ild ren lik e thes e… w ho need s 
enemies! But then, that’s exactly what the Prophet Nathan had PREDICTIED would happen:  

The s w ord w ill never d epart from y our hous e. Your ch ild ren w ill ris e up again s t y ou an d 
cons tan t trouble w ill p lague y our fam ily .  

An d boy wa s Na th a n r igh t!  Bu t th en , I gu es s wh en you ’ve got 20 s on s a n d on e da u gh ter by 
eight different wives and who knows how many concubines, it’s impossible NOT to have a house full 
of problems.    

Th e s tory, of cou rs e is told in th e 13 th th rou gh th e 18 th ch a p ters of 2 nd Sa m u el a n d I wou ld 
encourage you to read it in all its gory detail.  I’ll share the basics of the story with you shortly.  But 
fir s t , let ’s join togeth er to h ea r th e word of God a s it com es to u s from th e 5 th Ch a p ter of Rom a n s , 
the 8-11th Verses. 

Song  “I Love Your Word, O Lord” 
Prayer for Guidance  

Now, I h ope you ’re n ot th e s qu ea m is h type…or fa in t of h ea r t , eith er .  Beca u s e wh a t we’re 
goin g to ta lk a bou t toda y…for th e n ext few m in u tes …is n a s ty…NASTY BUSINESS!  It ’s a s tory of 
u n br id led lu s t…blin d a m bit ion …trea ch erou s rebellion …a n d cold -b looded m u rder .  An d it is NASTY 
business indeed!  

I n ever cea s e to be a m a zed a t th e n u m ber of peop le wh o th in k th a t th e Bib le con ta in s 
n oth in g bu t a bu n ch of n a m by-pa m by do’s a n d don ’ts , s en t im en ta l religiou s poetry a n d a lot of h o-
h u m bor in g m a ter ia l.  Beca u s e n oth in g cou ld be fu r th er from th e t ru th .  If peop le wou ld on ly ta ke 
the book off the shelf and READ it every now and then, they would discover what a collection of wild 
a n d wooly ta les it rea lly con ta in s .  An d , in th e p roces s , th ey m igh t ju s t ru n s m a ck da b in to God 
Alm igh ty, h im s elf…or h ers elf, wh ich ever th e ca s e m a y be!  Bu t th en , com e to th in k of it , m a ybe 
that’s the reason people DON’T read the Bible.  It’s too risky!  

But let’s get on with our story for this morning.  It’s another of the David saga of stories we’ve 
been considering for the last several weeks!  As always, some background information is required.   
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Da vid , Is ra el’s m os t illu s t r iou s k in g, is n ea r in g th e en d of h is reign .  He wa s , a s th e Bib le s a ys , “a 
m an af ter God ’s ow n heart!” a n d h a d a ccom plis h ed grea t th in gs over th e cou rs e of h is 
reign …u n it in g th e 12 t r ibes of Is ra el in to a u n ified a n d powerfu l n a t ion …win n in g b r illia n t victories 
over Is ra el’s en em ies …m a kin g J eru s a lem h is ca p ita l city…a city ded ica ted to th e glory of th e Lord 
God of Is ra el.  Bu t for a ll h is s u cces s es , Da vid h a d a p rob lem :  His lu s t for wom en …wh ich fin a lly 
got h im in to h ot wa ter h e cou ldn ’t get ou t of.  Da vid s in n ed by ta k in g a n oth er m a n ’s wife a n d th en 
h a vin g th a t m a n k illed to cover over h is cr im e.  Bu t th en God s en t th e p roph et Na th a n to con fron t 
Da vid a n d a n n ou n ce to h im th a t th ou gh th e Lord wou ld FORGIVE Da vid for h is s in , th ere wou ld 
s t ill be CONSEQUENCES to pa y…n ot th e lea s t of wh ich wou ld be rebellion a n d a n a rch y with in 
Da vid ’s own h ou s eh old .  An d n o s oon er h a d Na th a n a n n ou n ce th a t pu n is h m en t th a n d id th e 
trouble begin.    

Da vid ’s eldes t s on a n d a ppa ren t h eir to th e th ron e wa s n a m ed Am n on .  An d h e, like h is 
father, had a passion for beautiful women.  The problem was, however, that the beautiful woman he 
s et h is s igh ts on wa s n on e oth er th a n h is h a lf-s is ter Ta m a r , wh om th e Bib le des cr ibes a s “bea u t ifu l 
beyond compare.” 

Well, Am n on fell h ea d over h eels in love with h er…or perh a ps we s h ou ld s a y “in lu s t” with 
h er .  Pu t t in g is s im ply, Am n on wa s BESIDE h im s elf with des ire for Ta m a r .  Th e Bib le’s exa ct words 
a re th es e: “Am non w as s o torm en ted th a t he m ad e h im s elf S ICK becau s e of h is s is ter Tam ar.”  But, 
a s is often th e ca s e, it ’s th e old , old s tory of u n requ ited love.  Ta m a r wou ld h a ve n oth in g to do with 
Amnon.  He was, after all, her half-BROTHER!    

Now, th a t wou ld h a ve been th e en d of it a n d it cou ld h a ve a ll be wr it ten off a ca s e of ext rem e 
in fa tu a t ion h a d it n ot been for a s h ifty ch a ra cter by th e n a m e of J on a da b wh o wa s Am n on ’s s o-
ca lled “fr ien d .”   Th e Bib le, with it s typ ica l u n ders ta n tem en t , des cr ibes J on a da b a s “a very crafty 
m an .”  So h ere’s wh a t h a ppen s .  J on a da b s u gges ts to Am n on a wa y for Am n on to be a lon e with th e 
bea u t ifu l Ta m a r :  “Go to bed and pre tend th a t y ou are s ick and th en as k for Tam ar to com e and tak e 
care of y ou and w hen s he d oes … w ell…y ou can…hee hee…y ou can…um …ah …grab her and d o w h a t 
comes naturally!”   

Well, wh en Ta m a r com es to ta ke ca re of h er s u ppos ed ly s ick h a lf-b roth er Am n on , h e does n ’t 
gra b h er…a t lea s t n ot r igh t a wa y.  In s tea d , h e foolis h ly in vites h er in to bed with h im , a n d wh en s h e 
refu s es , THEN h e gra bs h er a n d forces h im s elf u pon h er .  “No! Pleas e d on’t d o th is ,” s h e cr ied ou t .  
“It’s aw fu l…d is gracefu l!  How w ill I ever be able to hold m y head up in public again?  And y ou…y ou 
will disgrace yourself in all of Israel.”  

Bu t Am n on ign ored h er p lea s a n d s in ce h e wa s s t ron ger th a n s h e wa s , h e over -powered h er 
a n d took a dva n ta ge of h er .  An d th en th e s cr ip tu re tells u s th a t a fterwa rds , Am n on felt gu ilty a n d 
wa s filled with deep h a t red for Ta m a r .  He n ow HATED h er m ore th a n h e h a d p reviou s ly loved h er . 
“GET OUT!  Get ou t of m y s igh t!” h e s crea m ed a t h er , th rowin g h er ou t of h is room a n d lock in g th e 
door behind her.  

Sh a m ed a n d d is gra ced by h er h a lf-b roth er , Ta m a r is fou n d s obb in g by h er fu ll b roth er 
Absalom, another of David’s sons.  “Has y ou brother Am non m oles ted y ou? Abs alom as k ed her. Don’t 
te ll an y one abou t it for he is y our h alf-brother and I w ill tak e care of h im .” S o Tam ar lived in 
Absalom’s house, sad and lonely. (2 Sam. 13:20-22)         

Now, wh en Da vid , th e Kin g, th e fa th er of th em a ll, h ea rd a bou t wh a t h a d h a ppen ed , h e wa s 
FURIOUS…but he did NOTHING about it. He REFUSED to act.  Amnon, after all, was his eldest son 
and he loved him.  Which left it to Absalom to revenge his sister’s honor.  And Absalom seethed with 
ra ge.  For two YEARS Abs a lom s eeth ed with ra ge.  An d th en h e h a tch ed h is p la n to ta ke reven ge on 
Amnon.  

Abs a lom wou ld th row a fea s t to celeb ra te th e s h eer in g of th e s h eep a n d in vite a ll of h is 
b roth ers a n d h a lf-b roth ers to join h im .  At fir s t , Kin g Da vid wa s relu cta n t to a llow Am n on to be 
in clu d in g, rem em ber in g th a t Abs a lom wa s fu r iou s with h im .  Bu t wh en Abs a lom kep t in s is t in g th a t 
ALL th e res t of h is b roth ers wou ld be th ere a n d Am n on s h ou ld be in clu ded too, Da vid fin a lly 
relen ted a n d ga ve h is perm is s ion .  So Abs a lom s a id to h is s erva n ts ,  “W hen  Am non h as h ad too 
m uch to d rink , I w ill give the ord er for y ou to run in and k ill h im .  Don’t be afraid !  I w ill tak e 
responsibility!    
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So wh en Am n on h a d pu t a wa y en ou gh win e a n d wa s s wa pp in g off-color jokes with h is 

b roth ers in th e corn er , Abs a lom ga ve th e s ign a l.  His m en ru s h ed in a n d s t ru ck th e u n s u s pect in g 
Am n on down in cold b lood…s u rpr is in g n ot on ly Am n on , bu t th e res t of th e b roth ers a s well.  Bu t 
th en , a s on e of th e bys ta n ders s a id , “W ell, y ou S HOULDN’T h ave been s urpris ed !  You cou ld te ll even 
by LOOKING at Abs alom th a t he h ad m ad e up h is m in d to d o th is from the tim e th a t Am non raped h is 
s is ter Tam ar!”  So Abs a lom fled from J eru s a lem a n d s ou gh t refu ge with th e Kin g of Ges h u r , wh ere 
h e rem a in ed th ree yea rs .  An d th en th e s cr ip tu re tells u s th a t Kin g Da vid m ou rn ed a lon g t im e for 
h is fir s t -born s on , Am n on .  Bu t wh en h e got over Am n on ’s dea th , h e th en bega n to lon g for h is s on 
Absalom.  

Now, a t fir s t gla n ce, it wou ld a ppea r th a t Abs a lom h a d com m it ted a very foolis h a n d cos t ly 
a ct by m u rder in g h is b roth er Am n on .  Bu t if you look a t it from Abs a lom ’s pers pect ive, bu m pin g off 
Am n on h a d a ccom plis h ed s evera l th in gs .  Fir s t h e h a d , r igh t ly or wron gly, defen ded h is s is ter ’s 
h on or .  He h a d a ven ged th e DISHONOR th a t h a d been don e to h er .  An d even tu a lly, even Kin g 
David seems to have come around to seeing it that way.    

Over a n d a bove a ven gin g h is s is ter ’s ra pe, h owever , Abs a lom a ls o a ccom plis h ed a s econ d , 
a n d even MORE s ign ifica n t ob ject ive by get t in g r id of Am n on .  For in elim in a t in g Da vid ’s eldes t s on , 
ju s t GUESS wh o wa s n ext in lin e for th e th ron e!  Wh a t’s m ore, by com m it t in g th e m u rder in s u ch 
b la ta n t fa s h ion …righ t s m a ck da b in fron t of God a n d everybody…ESPECIALLY in fron t of h is 
b roth ers … Abs a lom ga ve th e very u n m is ta ka b le m es s a ge:  “Don’t even THINK abou t m es s ing w ith 
ME, bros!”   

Now, on e of th e oth er th in gs you n eed to kn ow wa s th a t n ot on ly wa s Abs olom cold a n d 
ca lcu la t in g, tou gh a n d ru th les s , h e wa s a ls o in cred ib ly good look in g…AND VAIN!  “There w as no 
one in all of Is rael as fam ou s for h is good look s as Abs alom ,” th e s tory tells u s , “for he h ad no d efect 
from head to toe.  W h at’s m ore, h is h air w as very th ink , an d he h ad to cu t it once a y ear w h en it grew 
too long. And he w ou ld w eigh it an d it w ou ld w eigh abou t five pound s accord ing to the roy al 
s tan d ard s .” (2 Sam. 14:25-26)  

Now, I a s k you , wh o in th e WORLD weigh s th eir h a ir wh en th ey h a ve it cu t…EXCEPT 
s om eon e wh o is in cred ib ly va in a n d fu ll of h im s elf?!?!  An d it wa s p recis ely th a t con ceit th a t 
eventually led him to think that everyone in the Kingdom of Israel loved him and would support him 
wh en h e rebelled a ga in s t h is fa th er…th e Kin g!  An d yet , on ce a ga in , it wa s n ’t a ra s h a ct of 
rebellion …a t lea s t n ot in it ia lly…bu t a well th ou gh t ou t , cold a n d ca lcu la ted m ove th a t took s evera l 
yea rs to im plem en t .  Abs a lom wa s pa t ien t if h e wa s n oth in g els e.  Th e fir s t s tep wa s get t in g h is 
fa th er , Kin g Da vid , to welcom e h im ba ck to J eru s a lem …wh ich Da vid gla d ly d id .  Abs olom bowed 
dutifully before his father…and his father welcomed him home with a kiss.  

Bu t th en , you s ee, Abs a lom decided to ou t fit h im s elf with a h ors e a n d ch a r iot a n d a n a rm ed 
gu a rd of 50 m en .  Self-im por ta n t m en a re a lwa ys s u r rou n ded by a rm ed gu a rds , a ren ’t th ey?!   An d 
th en Abs a lom wou ld go ea r ly every m orn in g to th e city ga te wh ere h e wou ld greet every m a n wh o 
h a d a ca s e to b r in g before th e Kin g for ju dgm en t .  Th e k in g in th os e da ys , you s ee, wa s n ot on ly th e 
ruler of the nation, he was also the chief and only justice of the Supreme Court, deciding matters as 
im por ta n t a s wh o wou ld govern wh ich p rovin ce a n d a s t r ivia l a s wh ich n eigh bor th e s t ra y ca t 
belonged to.   

Well, Abs a lom offered to in tercede in th os e ca s es on beh a lf of th os e s eek in g ju s t ice a n d 
th ereby won th eir s u ppor t a n d fa vor .  Or a s th e s cr ip tu re tells u s , “By beh aving lik e th is , he 
befriend ed all of Is rael and s tole the affection of the Is raelites .”  Oh, Absalom was a shrewd character 
a ll r igh t .  Righ t u n der th e Kin g’s n os e…righ t in fron t of h is u n s u s pect in g fa th er…Abs a lom  won th e 
loya lty of th e peop le.  Bu t th en ca m e th e u glies t pa r t . Th e Bib le tells u s th a t Abs a lom wen t to h is 
fa th er a n d a s ked for perm is s ion to pa y a vis it to th e h oly s h ire a t Hebron .  An d you ca n well 
imagine DAVID’S reaction,  “At LAS T!  FINALLY m y s on w an ts to get right w ith God ! Prais e the Lord !”    
So OF COURSE, King David gladly granted Absalom’s request.   

Abs a lom , h owever , h a d NO INTENTION of goin g to Hebron to wors h ip a t th e h oly s h r in e.  He 
h a d en t irely OTHER pu rpos es in m in d .  Bu t in order to kn ow th a t , you ’d n eed to kn ow th a t Hebron 
wa s th e p la ce wh ere DAVID h a d been crown ed k in g…a n d Sa u l before h im .  It wa s th e p la ce wh ere 
Is ra el’s k in gs a s cen ded to th e th ron e.  Wh ich is EXACTLY wh a t Abs a lom p la n n ed to do…decla r in g 
HIMSELF to be king in open rebellion against his father.   
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Well, Abs a lom qu ick ly won th e s u ppor t of a va s t m a jor ity of th e Is ra elites wh o h a d been 

MESMERIZED by th e ch a r is m a t ic, s u a ve, da s h in gly h a n ds om e, debon a ir a n d DECISIVE Abs a lom .  
An d h is fa th er , Da vid , th e Kin g, wa s forced to qu ick ly flee in to exile with on ly a h a n dfu l of 
s u ppor ters in tow.  Bu t th a t is a ls o p recis ely th e poin t in wh ich we s ee th e dep th s of Abs a lom ’s 
depra vity.  In h is lu s t for power…a n d h is b lin d a m bit ion to do wh a tever it took to GET power…h e 
beca m e per fect ly willin g to h u n t h is fa th er down like a n a n im a l.  Abs a lom , it wou ld s eem , is on e of 
th os e ra re in d ividu a ls wh o is u t ter ly with ou t a n y redeem in g fea tu res – excep t , of cou rs e, h is 
ph ys ica l good looks .  An d s o h e s en t h is s old iers ou t in pu rs u it of h is fa th er Da vid , to fin is h th e old 
man off once and for all.  

An d yet , in th a t very decis ion ca m e Abs a lom ’s u n doin g.  For h e forgot , you s ee, th a t Da vid 
m a de h is repu ta t ion a s a wa rr ior -k in g pa r excellen ce!.  Da vid is , you will rem em ber , qu ite u s ed to a 
wh ole h os t of folks t ryin g to do h im in …everyon e from Golia th to Sa u l to th e a rm ies of th e 
s u r rou n d in g n a t ion s th a t Is ra el wa s con s ta n t ly figh t in g.  An d s o th e ba t t le lin es were 
d ra wn …Abs a lom on on e s ide with h is s u per ior n u m bers …a n d Da vid on th e oth er with h is s ea s on ed 
s old iers u n der th e com m a n d of a n ext rem ely ca pa b le gen era l n a m ed J oa b , wh o des p is ed th e 
a r roga n t u ps ta r t Abs a lom .  You s ee, Abs a lom a n d J oa b h a d h a d s evera l ru n -in s on p reviou s 
occa s ion s a n d on e in pa r t icu la r in wh ich Abs a lom h a d h a d J oa b’s ba r ley field s et on fire s im ply 
beca u s e J oa b refu s ed to in tercede on h is beh a lf before th e Kin g.  So to be s u re, J oa b h a d lit t le love 
lost for this traitor-son of his beloved king.  

Well, on th e eve of th e cru cia l ba t t le, Kin g Da vid wa s a WRECK.  If h e wa s a fra id h e m igh t 
los e h is th ron e, h e wa s even MORE a fra id h e m igh t los e h is s on , Abs a lom .  Th e boy wa s a th orn in 
his flesh, to be sure.  But he was ALSO the apple of his eye.  So before the fighting started, he made 
it clea r to h is gen era l, in n o u n cer ta in term s , th a t n ot a h a ir on Abs a lom ’s bea u t ifu l h ea d wa s to be 
h a rm ed .  Th e gen era l p rom is ed , of cou rs e, bu t old J oa b , rem em ber in g wh a t h a d h a ppen ed to h is 
barley fields, must have had his fingers crossed behind his back.  

During the battle, Absalom’s forces were soundly and roundly defeated, despite their superior 
n u m bers .  An d Abs a lom , s eein g th e wa y th in gs were goin g, decided th a t s a vin g h is own h a n ds om e 
h ea d wa s th e bet ter pa r t of wis dom a n d bea t a h a s ty, if n ot cowa rd ly ret rea t on th e ba ck of h is 
t ru s ty s teed .  Bu t th a t ’s p recis ely wh en a s t ra n ge twis t of fa te beca m e Abs a lom ’s u lt im a te u n doin g.  
For you s ee, in th e pa n ic of th e ba t t le ra gin g a rou n d h im , Abs a lom ’s bea s t ra n u n der a t ree with 
huge, low-hanging branches.   And those branches seemed to almost come to life and reach out and 
ca tch h old of Abs a lom …s om e t ra n s la t ion s of th e Bib le s a y by h is h ea d…wh ile oth er ’s s a y by h is 
HAIR…th a t bea u t ifu l h ea d of h a ir of h is th a t wa s h is p r ide a n d joy…s u ch th a t Abs a lom wa s left 
h a n gin g th ere in th e t ree, k ick in g a n d s crea m in g for dea r life a n d u t ter ly vu ln era b le to Da vid ’s 
forces.   

Th ey fin d h im , of cou rs e, a n d repor t th e s itu a t ion to J oa b , wh o des p ite h is p rom is e to th e 
Kin g n ot to h a rm a h a ir on Abs a lom ’s bea u t ifu l h ea d , decides to get r id of th is m iles ton e a rou n d 
Da vid ’s n eck on ce a n d for a ll.  An d in a s cen e th a t r a n ks a s on e of th e Bib le’s m os t h or r ib le, J oa b 
th ru s ts n ot on e…n ot two…bu t THREE s pea rs th rou gh Abs a lom ’s ch es t a s h e h a n gs th ere in th e 
t ree…a n d th en …a n d THEN a llows h is s old iers to ru n h im th rou gh with th eir s words t im e a n d t im e 
a ga in u n t il h is body n o lon ger k icks in a fren zy bu t s im ply twitch es a t im e or two in it s dea th 
th roes …a n d th en h a n gs th ere s t ill…s wa yin g to a n d fro…to a n d fro…s t ill ca u gh t th ere by h is 
beautiful head of hair hung up in that tree. 
And so ends the story of Absalom.  And so his treachery is  rewarded.  And so does God PUNISH the 

wicked…ESPECIALLY those who mess with the Lord’s annointed  And all of this, we suppose, is 
why the story of Absalom get included in the Bible -- in order to teach us not to rebel against God 

OR God’s annointed .  For why else would the Bible contain such a disastrous and gruesome story?  
Bu t if th a t ’s wh a t we th in k th is ch a p ter of Da vid ’s life is a ll a bou t…th e per ils of rebellion 

a ga in s t God a n d God’s a n oin ted…th en we h a ve com pletely m is s ed th e s tory’s poin t .  Con tra ry to 
wh a t m os t peop le th in k , th e Bib le ISN’T in ten ded to give u s a few s im ple m ora l les s on s on r igh t a n d 
wron g…good a n d evil…obed ien ce a n d rebellion .  Th e Bib le is in ten ded to tell u s a bou t GOD…a n d 
about God’s remarkable, shocking, and sometimes even incredible ways. 

Because, you see, Absalom’s story doesn’t end with his limp, lifeless body still hanging by his 
bea u t ifu l h a ir in th e t ree. It en ds with wh a t h a ppen s AFTERWARDS.  For th e s cen e qu ick ly s h ifts 



ba ck to J eru s a lem wh ere Da vid , fa th er firs t a n d k in g s econ d , is a n xiou s ly a wa it in g n ews of th e 
ba t t le, to be s u re!  Bu t m ore im por ta n t ly, h e is a wa it in g n ews of h is s on , Abs a lom .  Da vid h a d 
wa n ted to lea d h is t roops in to ba t t le…m os t ly, I’m th in k , to t ry a n d p rotect Abs a lom .  Bu t h is 
gen era l h a d pers u a ded h im to rem a in beh in d th e ba t t le lin es .  An d s o n ow, Da vid is wa it in g for 
news…torn by fears, doubts and hopes.   

As th e fir s t m es s en ger a r r ives with n ews of th e ba t t le, Da vid ’s con cern is n ot with h ow th e 
ba t t le wen t , bu t with h ow h is s on Abs a lom fa red .  “Is it w ell w ith the y oung m an Abs alom ?  Is he 
alright?” Da vid a s ks .  To wh ich th e m es s en ger feeb ly rep lies ,  “W ell…ugh…um m … I… I really d on ’t 
k now , s ir.  There w as s uch confus ion , I… I… I really cou ld n’t te ll.”  And about that time, as if to get the 
fir s t m es s en ger off th e h ook , a s econ d m es s en ger a r r ives with n ews of th e grea t victory.  Bu t a ga in , 
Da vid ’s fir s t con cern is n ot for th e ba t t le, bu t for Abs a lom .  “Is the y oung m an Abs alom alrigh t?”  
An d th is t im e, th e m es s en ger pu lls n o pu n ch es , bu t gives it to th e k in g s t ra igh t u p .  “May all the 
k ing’s enem ies and all thos e w ho rebel again s t y ou be as the y oung m an Abs alom now is .  He is 
DEAD, Sir!”  

An d wh en h e b roke th e n ews to th e Kin g, it a bs olu tely b roke Da vid ’s h ea r t .  It ’s ju s t a s 
s im ple a s th a t .  An d Da vid cr ied ou t in words th a t h a ve ech oed down th rou gh th e cen tu r ies ever 
since.  

“Oh Absalom, my son, my son!  Oh my son, Absalom!  
Would that I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son,  my son!”  
No, I can’t make sense of it either – the King mourning a son who killed his brother, stole the 

loya lty of th e peop le, p lot ted t rea ch erou s rebellion a n d wou ld h a ve k illed h is own fa th er h a d h e 
been given th e ch a n ce.  It is SHOCKING, to s a y th e lea s t , to s ee th e dep th s of Da vid ’s gr ief.  Bu t a s 
one particularly astute writer has so beautifully put it:  

David m ean t w h at he s a id , of cours e.  If he could have done the boy’s dying for him,  
he w ou ld have d one it.  If he cou ld h ave paid the price for the boy ’s be tray al of h im ,  
he w ou ld have paid it.  If he cou ld h ave given h is ow n life to m ak e the boy alive again ,  
he w ou ld have given it.  Bu t even a k ing can ’t d o th ings lik e th a t. As la ter h is tory w as to prove, 
th a t tak es a God !      (Fredrick Buechner, Peculiar Treasures, p. 6)  

It ta kes a GOD.  An d THAT, m y fr ien ds , is wh a t is a t th e h ea r t of th e Abs a lom s tory.  For th e 
s tory rea ch es it s clim a x m a n y cen tu r ies la ter in Is ra el’s h is tory…with a n oth er s on h a n gin g from a 
tree.  But OH!  what a difference!  What put THIS son on the tree was not only human sin, but also, 
a n d even MORE s o, th e redeem in g, forgivin g love of th e On e wh o GAVE h is s on …h is on ly begot ten 
Son…that whosoever believes in him shall NOT perish but have eternal life.    

THIS s on ’s n a m e, of cou rs e, wa s J ESUS…th e on e we ca ll “Th e Ch r is t”…ou r Sa vior a n d Lord .  
An d h e d ied th ere on h is t ree for th e BEST of u s …a n d th e WORST of u s …even …h a d h e on ly kn own 
it…even for the likes of a rebellious son named Absalom.   

“O Absalom, my son, my son!  O my son Absalom!” 
W ould th a t I h ad d ied in y our place, m y s on , m y s on! O m y s on , Abs alom !”  

Th is is how m uch God loved the w orld :  He gave h is S on , h is one and on ly S on ..  And th is is 
W HY:  s o th a t no one (includ ing the lik es of a w re tch lik e Abs alom ) m igh t be d es troy ed .  By believin g 
in Him , an y one and every one can h ave a w hole and las ting life .  You s ee, God d id n’t go to the trouble 
of s end ing h is S on m erely to poin t an accus ing finger a t the Abs alom s of the w orld , te lling u s h ow 
rotten and aw fu l w e are .  He cam e in s tead to pu t u s righ t w ith God again !   (J oh n 3 :16-17, The 
Message)

 

Which leaves, of course, only one more thing to be saved:  

To GOD be the glory…great things He has done!        

(Original thought for this sermon drawn from Kenneth Gibble, pp.18-21, Biblical Preaching Journal, Vol. 4, No. 3, Summer 1991)  
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