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How could something that started out so well, end so poorly?  How could a life that once held 
s u ch p rom is e a n d h ope, en d with s u ch t ra gedy a n d s or row?  HOW?  Wh o kn ows !  Bu t it h a ppen ed 
for Saul, the first king of Israel.  

In th e begin n in g, Sa u l h a d it a ll – b ra in s , b ra wn a n d bea u ty.  He wa s ta ll, da rk a n d 
hands om e.  He s tood h ea d a n d s h ou lders a bove everyon e els e in Is ra el a n d wa s a n a tu ra l born 
lea der .  Everyon e liked h im …a n d looked UP to h im – both litera lly a n d figu ra t ively.  He wa s 
POPULAR…ju s t th e k in d of pers on you kn ew wou ld be a s u cces s !  Wh en h e wa s you n ger , h e wa s 
th e k id everybody p icked fir s t to be on th eir ba s ketba ll tea m .  In fa ct , it wa s th ou gh t h e m igh t even 
h a ve a p rom is in g NBA ca reer a h ea d of h im .  Bu t h e en tered polit ics in s tea d a n d got h im s elf p icked 
to be the first KING of Israel!  

An d for a wh ile, h e wa s a n EXCELLENT k in g…ra llyin g a n d u n it in g th e peop le a rou n d th e 
idea th a t Is ra el rea lly COULD be a n a t ion ra th er th a n s im ply a collect ion of va r iou s t r ibes a n d 
fa m ilies of peop le wh o ju s t h a ppen ed to be des cen da n ts of Abra h a m .  He led th e a rm ies of Is ra el 
in to ba t t le a ga in s t th e Ph ilis t in es a n d th e Am elik ites a n d th e J ebu s ites a n d th e Hit t ites a n d a ll 
those other “ite” countries that surrounded his tiny nation and were constantly trying to destroy it.  

Bu t th en , Sa u l m a de th e t ra gic m is ta ke of refu s in g to obey th e Lord .  Oh , it wa s in n ocen t 
en ou gh , I s u ppos e…a n d a lit t le a rch a ic wh en it com es to ou r cu r ren t idea s a bou t a lovin g a n d 
forgiving and gracious God.  But it was the way God was perceived in Old Testament times.    

Sa u l, you s ee, h a d fou gh t a ga in s t a n d defea ted th e Am elik ites …wh ich wa s good .  Bu t th e 
problem was, you see, that God, through his prophet Samuel, had told Saul to not only DEFEAT the 
Am elik tes , bu t to com pletely, u t ter ly DESTROY th em …killin g every m a n , wom a n a n d ch ild – ALL 
their s h eep…ALL th eir ca t t le…ALL th eir don keys a n d ca m els …a n d to n ot lea ve a SINGLE THING 
alive – a ll a s God’s pu n is h m en t for th e Am elik ites oppos in g th e Is ra elites wh en God wa s b r in gin g 
them into the Promised Land five generations before.  

It wa s a h a rs h ju dgm en t , to be s u re, bu t Sa u l ca r r ied it ou t , n on e-the-les s .  EXCEPT th a t in 
th e p roces s of k illin g a ll of th e Am elik ites a n d a ll th eir a n im a ls , Sa u l SPARED th e life of Aga g, th e 
king, taking him captive…and killed ONLY the animals that were sick and old…capturing the rest of 
them in order to, supposedly, sacrifice them to the Lord.  

Well, God wa s FURIOUS with Sa u l beca u s e Sa u l h a d n ot obeyed th e Lord’s com m a n d .  So 
through his prophet Samuel, God REJECTED Saul as king.    

“Which does the Lord prefer,”  Samuel asked of Saul, “obedience  
or offering an d s acrifice?  It is better to OBEY God th an to offer  
the BES T of s acrifices !  Rebellion again s t the Lord is as  
bad as w itchcraft (w h ich , by the w ay , S au l ALS O engaged in w hen  
he cons u lted the w itch es of End or in an effort to try and figure ou t  
how to f igh t the Ph ilis tines !) and arrogance is as s in fu l as id ola try .   
Now , becaus e y ou h ave rejected the Lord ’s com m and , HE h as re jected YOU as k ing.   
The Lord w ill now anoin t a NEW k ing… a m an after God ’s ow n heart… to tak e y our place!” 
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Well, from that moment on, Saul’s life began to take a downhill slide.  He soon ran up against 

a gia n t n a m ed Golia th , a n d like th e res t of h is m en , s a t t rem b lin g in h is boots a n d wr in gin g h is 
h a n ds a bou t h a vin g to figh t h im …u n til th a t is , a lon g ca m e a s h eph erd boy n a m ed Da vid…a m a n 
a fter God’s own h ea r t…wh o, th ou gh Sa u l d idn ’t kn ow it , Sa m u el h a d ALREADY a n oin ted to be 
Sa u l’s s u cces s or .  Well Da vid , th e s h eph erd boy des t in ed to be k in g, b ra vely fa ced th e gia n t a n d cu t 
him down to size and immediately became the hero of all Israel.  

Bu t th en INSANE J EALOUSY beca m e a wa y of life for Sa u l a n d h is life s oon beca m e a s a d 
a n d s or ry a ffa ir .  An d h e m a de h im s elf a n d everyon e els e MISERABLE in th e p roces s .  He los t h is 
a b ility to ru le wis ely.  He cou ld n o lon ger figh t effect ively.  Th e k in gdom of Is ra el bega n to cru m ble 
a rou n d h im .  Yet a ll h e cou ld th in k a bou t wa s h u n t in g Da vid like a n a n im a l a n d des t royin g h im .  
For 10 lon g yea rs , Sa u l pu rs u ed Da vid , bu t wa s n ever a b le to ca p tu re h im , beca u s e, a s th e 
s cr ip tu res tell u s , “God d id not d eliver Dav id in to S au l’s h and .”  Bu t in th e m ea n t im e, Is ra el’s 
enemies were growing stronger and stronger.  

Fin a lly, Sa u l h a d to fa ce rea lity a n d dea l with th e Ph ilis t in e wh o were on ce a ga in a t ta ck in g 
his nation.  Wea ken ed m en ta lly, em ot ion a lly a n d ph ys ica lly…a n d with h is t roops HARDLY prepa red 
for ba t t le…Sa u l wen t to fa ce th e Ph ilis t in es on Mt. Gilboa .  An d th ere’s wh ere we fin d th e pa th et ic 
t ra gedy of Sa u l’s dem is e…th e s a d en d in g of h is on ce s o p rom is in g life.  Lis ten to h ow th e la s t 
chapter of 1 Samuel describes it:  

S o the Is raelites fough t a ba ttle again s t the Ph ilis tines on Mt. Gilboa.  
Man y Is rae lites w ere k illed there, an d the res t of them , includ ing King S au l an d  
h is s ons , fled .  Bu t the Ph ilis tin es cau gh t up w ith th em and k illed th ree of S au l’s s ons – 
Jon ath an , Abin ad ab an d Malch is hu a.  The figh ting w as very heavy around S au l, and he 
h im s elf w as h it by enem y arrow s an d bad ly w ound ed .  He s aid to the y oung m an carry ing h is 
w eapon s , “Draw y our s w ord an d k ill m e, s o th a t thes e god les s Ph ilis tines w on’t be ab le to 
h ave the s a tis faction of gloatin g over m e before they k ill m e.”  Bu t the y oung m an w as  
too terrif ied to s trik e the k ing.  S o S au l too h is ow n s w ord and threw h im s elf on it.  And thu s , 
the King died… 
Oh , bu t les t you th in k th a t ’s th e en d of th e t ra gedy, let m e a s s u re you it is NOT!  Th e n ext 

s cen e is even wors e!  Th e b lood th irs ty Ph ilis t in es th en m ove in to b ru ta lly fin is h off a n y of th e 
en em y wh o m igh t s t ill be a live a n d s t r ip th em of th eir wea pon s a n d a n y oth er s poils of wa r th ey 
might be able to carry off.  And when they see the dead King Saul lying there, 

they cut off Saul’s head, stripped him of his armor, and sent messengers throughout  
the land to te ll the good new s to the ir id ols and the ir people.  Then they put Saul’s  
w eapon s in the tem ple of the god d es s As tarte and they na iled the head les s bod ies of S au l  
an d h is th ree s ons to the w alls of the city of Bet S hean .  

Sa u l, th e m a n wh o on ce kn ew th e joys a n d b les s in gs of th e k in gdom …th e m a n wh o wa s th e 
rep res en ta t ive of God to th e ch os en peop le…th e m a n wh o ca red t rem en dou s ly a bou t h is im a ge 
before th e peop le…is n ow dea d .  His body h is m u t ila ted…h is s evered h ea d ca r r ied from p la ce to 
place in mocking distain…his body nailed to the city walls.  What a horrible and tragic scene.  When 
th e Is ra elites h ea rd wh a t h a d h a ppen ed to th eir k in g, th ey were com pletely dem ora lized , dejected 
a n d defea ted .  An d th e Ph ilis t in es ca m e in a n d took over th e la n d of Is ra el.  Th e Prom is ed La n d wa s 
lost.  The dream was dead.  All hope was gone.  And so ends the book of 1st Samuel. 

An d yet…AND YET…h ere’s th e th in g to rem em ber…th ou gh Sa u l a n d dea d a n d Is ra el wa s 
defea ted a n d a ll s eem ed los t…God h a d NOT a ba n don ed h is peop le!  God’s s a lva t ion s t ill a wa ited !  
God’s victory wa s s t ill to com e!  Th ere wa s s t ill on e wa it in g in th e win gs wou ld s n a tch victory ou t of 
th e ja ws of defea t .  God’s s a lva t ion wou ld com e in th e form of DAVID, wh o, beca u s e h e wa s “a m a n 
a fter God’s own h ea r t” cou ld becom e a fa r GREATER k in g th a n Sa u l ever DREAMED of bein g a n d 
b r in g Is ra el fa r grea ter GLORY th a n a n yon e ever th ou gh t pos s ib le.  God’s rep res en ta t ive…th e 
Kin g…m a y h a ve been dea d .  Bu t GOD wa s n ot dea d .  God’s wa y wou ld YET win ou t .  Th e Kin g is 
dead…LONG LIVE THE KING!   

A th ou s a n d yea rs la ter , God’s wa y in th e wor ld on ce a ga in s eem ed defea ted .  Th e on e in 
whom the people had placed their hopes and dreams for a better day…the newly hoped for “king of  
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th e J ews ” wa s dea d…h is body n ot h u n g u pon th e wa lls of Bet Sh ea n , bu t u pon a cros s ou ts ide th e 
walls of the city his ancestor David had founded 10 centuries before.  He was thought by some to be 
the long awaited Messiah…the one who would throw off the oppression of another conquering power 
a n d on ce a ga in res tore th e for tu n es of th eir on ce grea t la n d .  He h a d 
ta u gh t…loved…h ea led…forgiven …a ccep ted…com for ted…s h own m ercy…offered com pa s s ion …given 
h ope…res tored con fiden ce…da red to d rea m drea m s .  An d on ce a ga in , th e en em ies of God k illed 
h im …piercin g h im th rou gh with a s pea r…even a s h e h u n g dyin g on th e wors t form of tor tu re th ey 
cou ld pos s ib ly im a gin e.  A s a d is t ic, b lood th irs ty lots , th os e Rom a n s .  An d wh en h is followers s a w 
a n d h ea rd wh a t h a d h a ppen ed to th eir k in g a n d m a s ter , th ey, like th e Is ra elites a m illen n iu m 
before, were demoralized…dejected…defeated.   

Bu t on ce a ga in , God REFUSED to be defea ted !  God REFUSED to a ba n don God’s peop le.  
God’s s a lva t ion s t ill a wa ited !  Wh a t wa s th ou gh t to be th e defea t of n ot on ly h opes a n d d rea m s , bu t 
LIFE ITSELF, on th e h a rs h cru elty of th e cros s a n d in th e s ta rk rea lity of a cold , da rk tom b beca m e 
th e very tools God u s ed to b r in g a bou t th e victory!  God RAISED th e on e wh o wa s dea d to life…a n d 
THROUGH HIM…offered life to ALL wh o wou ld receive h im a s th e Lord a n d Sa vior of THEIR lives .  
No GOD was not dead.  God’s way would YET win out.  The King is dead…LONG LIVE THE KING!   

Two th ou s a n d yea rs h en ce, th ere a re s u rely t im es in OUR lives toda y wh en WE TOO feel 
u t ter ly dem ora lized…dejected…defea ted – los t…a lon e…a n d with h ope. Th e en em y s im ply becom es 
too strong for us and we are overrun.  Maybe it’s the loss of a beloved loved one…the diagnosis of an 
illn es s for wh ich th ere s eem s n o cu re…th e a ffects of a ge wh ich n o a m ou n t of doctor in g ca n 
overcom e.  Perh a ps it ’s th e b rea ku p of a t rea s u red rela t ion s h ip we th ou gh t wou ld la s t forever.  
Ma ybe it ’s th e d is a ppoin tm en t of a los t job…a los t fr ien d…a los t d rea m .  Or m a ybe it is s om e 
pa r t icu la r ly d ifficu lt t im e th rou gh wh ich you a re wa lk in g…a s if you a re m a k in g you r wa y th rou gh 
th e va lley of th e s h a dow of dea th with lit t le h ope of ever fin d in g you r wa y ou t .  Wh a tEVER it is , WE 
TOO know the feeling of being defeated…demoralized…dejected.  

Bu t a s h a s ALWAYS been th e ca s e th rou gh ou t God’s dea lin gs with God’s peop le…God DOES 
NOT a ba n don u s .  Even a s God wa s with Is ra el to offer n ew h ope in th e form of Da vid a fter Sa u l 
wa s k illed…even a s God wa s with J es u s ’ followers a fter J es u s dea th to offer th em n ew life in 
Ch r is t ’s res u r rect ion …SO ALSO is God with US…even wh en th e en em ies of life over ta ke u s a n d WE 
TOO feel defea ted a n d des t royed .  God is HERE to give u s com for t a n d s t ren gth …h ope a n d 
joy…com pa s s ion a n d love.  We a re NOT left a lon e in ou r des pa ir .  God COME to u s …both th rou gh 
th e power of th e Holy Sp ir it…AND th rou gh th e s t ren gth of God’s PEOPLE (“Angels am ong us !” a s 
Aa ron Ta ylor s a n g s o bea u t ifu lly a bou t la s t Su n da y!) wh o s ta n d bes ide u s a n d with u s in ou r t im e 
of n eed…a n d wh o, s om et im es , h old u s u p a n d keep u s goin g wh en we s im ply ca n NOT s ta n d a lon e.  
Th ere is NEVER a t im e a n d NEVER a circu m s ta n ce – n o m a t ter HOW POWERFUL th e en em y…n o 
matter HOW DARK th e n igh t…n o m a t ter HOW TERRIBLE th e defea t – wh en God is n ot with u s .  As 
David, the Psalmist, himself wrote in the 46th Psalm:  

No m atter w h at m ay h appen…  
No m atter how m uch our w orld m ay s eem to be falling ap art arou nd us …  
No m atter how m uch the found ations of our lives m ay be crum bling und er our fee t…  
The Lord our God is w ith u s !  
The God of Jacob…and Saul…and David…and Jesus is our refuge and our strength… 

our promise and our hope!  
Th e Apos t le Pa u l, wh o wa s ALSO well a cqu a in ted with d is a ppoin tm en t a n d defea t , ech oed 

th e s a m e s u re fa ith a n d cer ta in con fiden ce wh en h e wrote to th e often pers ecu ted…often 
oppres s ed…often defea ted ch u rch a t Rom e – th a t grou p of s t ru gglin g Ch r is t ia n s wh o kn ew th eir 
share of hopelessness and despair:  

W h at then can w e s ay ?  If GOD is for u s , w h o can EVER be again s t u s ?   
Who shall separate us from the love of God?  Can trouble do it…or hardship… 
or d es pair…or d efeat…or d is eas e…or even d eath?  NO!  In ALL of thes e th ings , W E 
h ave the v ictory th rough h im w ho loves u s !  For I am s ure…convinced …ABS OUTELY 
POS ITIVE… th at NOTHING…NOTHING w e face in life can EVER s epara te u s from the love of 
God as th a t love h as com e to each and every ONE of us th rough Chris t Jes u s , our Lord ! 
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Oh, the King may be dead…but LONG LIVE THE KING!  

Wh en I wa s a k id a n d wou ld h ea r th a t exp res s ion in a m ovie or on televis ion or s om eth in g, I 
would often wonder what it mean.  One day, when I got a little older, my dad explained to me that it 
wa s a n exp res s ion of fa ith a n d con fiden ce a n d h ope th a t wa s u s ed wh en th e k in g or th e lea der of a 
cou n try wou ld d ie a n d a n ew k in g or lea der wou ld be ch os en to rep la ce h im .  Yes , th e k in g wa s 
dea d .  Bu t th e peop le were NOT with ou t h ope, for a n ew k in g h a d been crown ed .  So lon g live th e 
king! 

How a ppropr ia te a n expres s ion for th e Is ra elite peop le wh en Kin g Sa u l, th eir fir s t k in g, d ied .  
Yes, the king was dead.  But the situation was NOT without hope, not by a long shot!  GOD was still 
with th em .  An d wa it in g in th e win gs wa s God’s s a lva t ion …God’s h ope.  Kin g Da vid h a d been 
chosen and anointed and was God’s answer to their despair.  So long live the king! 

So a ls o is th e expres s ion a ppropr ia te a n yt im e WE, a s God’s peop le, fa ce d is a ppoin tm en t , 
defea t a n d des pa ir .  Th e k in g m a y be dea d…th e ba t t le m a y be los t…th e h ope m a y s eem to h a ve 
va n is h ed…th e victory m a y s eem like a fa r off d rea m .  BUT ALL IS NOT LOST!  GOD is in con trol!  
And GOD is with us ALWAYS!   

REMEMBER th a t !  An d from th a t s u re a n d cer ta in a s s u ra n ce, d ra w com for t a n d s t ren gth 
and hope and joy for the living of your days…both now and forever more! 

The King is dead!  Long live the King!  

Amen!  
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