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Now, I’ve got to be h on es t with you .  Som etim es wh en we h a ve com m u n ion h ere a t ch u rch , I look a t 
m ys elf a n d I th in k I s ee a m a n n a m ed Meph ibos h eth .  MEPHIBOSHETH of a ll peop le!  Th e qu es t ion , of 
cou rs e, is WHO is MEPHIBOSHETH?  Let m e s ee th e h a n ds of a ll of you ou t th ere wh o rem em ber wh o 
Meph ibos h eth is ?  Com e on !  I’ve told you a bou t Meph ibos h eth before!  Su rely m ore of you th a n THAT 
remember Mephibosheth!  

Well, n ever m in d !  Un les s you ’ve rea d a h ea d in th e s tory of Da vid…a n d pa id clos e a t ten t ion to wh a t 
you’ve read…you probably WOULDN’T remember who Mephibosheth is.  He simply ISN’T a major player in the 
gra n d s ch em e of th in gs .  An d yet , I’ve got to tell you a ga in th a t s om etim es , on th e Su n da ys wh en we h a ve 
com m u n ion , I look in th e m irror of th is s a cra m en t a n d th e fa ce I s ee look in g ba ck a t m e is th e fa ce of 
Meph ibos h eth .  An d th e fra m e of th e m irror in wh ich I s ee Meph ibos h eth ’s im a ge is a fra m e ca lled GRACE.  
Let me explain what I mean.  

Now, like I s a id , th e s tory of Meph ibos h eth is s im p ly NOT a pa r t icu la r ly fa m ilia r on e…even th ou gh I 
h a ve s h a red it with you before.  Bu t it is a fa s cin a t in g s tory n on e-the-les s …precis ely beca u s e it is a s tory of 
gra ce a n d m ercy a t th e ta b le of th e Kin g.  An d AS SUCH, it is a pa ra b le of God’s gra ciou s welcom e of u s , you 
and me, at the table of OUR king, Christ Jesus, our Lord.  So here’s the story!  

Meph ibos h eth , you s ee, ca m e from qu ite a rem a rka b le fa m ily.  At th e t im e of h is b ir th , h is fu tu re 
s eem ed a s s u red a n d exceed in gly b r igh t .  His gra n d fa th er , a fter a ll, wa s Sa u l, th e firs t k in g of Is ra el.  Sa u l, 
you will rem em ber , wa s “ta ll, da rk a n d h a n ds om e” a s th e exp res s ion goes .  He s tood h ea d a n d s h ou lders 
a bove everybody els e, both litera lly a n d figu ra t ively.  An d a t th e begin n in g of h is reign , h e wa s a n effect ive 
lea der a n d a grea t gen era l.  Sa u l’s eldes t s on wa s J on a th a n , wh o wa s des t in ed to becom e th e k in g of Is ra el 
after his father…UNTIL, that is, the Lord chose DAVID to succeed Saul because Saul disobeyed the Lord.    

Now, you wou ld h a ve THOUGHT th a t beca u s e God ch os e DAVID to becom e k in g a fter Sa u l, th a t 
J on a th a n , th e r igh tfu l h eir to th e th ron e a s Sa u l’s eldes t , wou ld h a ve been b it ter a n d res en tfu l towa rd Da vid .  
I m ea n , if YOU h a d been bu m ped ou t of th e lin e of s u cces s ion to becom e k in g by s om e com plete a n d tota l 
s t ra n ger…by s om e s h eph erd boy from s om e lit t le ou t of th e wa y h ick town ca lled Beth leh em …wou ldn ’t YOU 
h a ve been a lit t le m iffed?  Bu t n ot s o J on a th a n !  In s tea d , J on a th a n beca m e Da vid ’s bes t fr ien d , a n d even 
protected and sheltered David when Saul, in his fits of jealous rage, tried to kill David.  

Well, a ll of th is is lea d in g u p to th e fa ct th a t Meph ibos h eth wa s J on a th a n ’s s on …a n d Sa u l’s gra n ds on .  
Which is to say that Mephibosheth was undoubtedly born into privilege, position and power. 

Bu t th en , s u dden ly…violen t ly…everyth in g ch a n ged .  His fa th er a n d gra n d fa th er wen t off to on ce a ga in 
ba t t le Is ra el’s m os t h a ted a n d d rea ded en em y…th e Ph ilis t in e.  An d , a s you will rem em ber from la s t week , th e 
Israelites were badly defeated.  In fact, they were pulverized in battle.  And in the process, both the father and 
th e gra n d fa th er of you n g Meph ibosheth – Kin g Sa u l a n d Prin ce J on a th a n , a lon g with Sa u l’s oth er s on s , were 
all killed in battle, as the Philistines moved in to take over the land of Israel.  

Su dden ly th e roya l pa la ce, wh ich u p u n t il th en h a d been a h a ven of s a fety a n d s ecu r ity for you n g 
Meph ibos h eth , n ow beca m e a p la ce of con fu s ion a n d ch a os .  Th e en t ire roya l fa m ily…th e k in g a n d a ll of h is 
possible successors, with the lone exception of Saul’s grandson, Mephibosheth, had been wiped out.  And who 
knows who would try to kill HIM next.  So plans were quickly made to spirit him away to safety.  

Well, in the terror and confusion of retreat as the Philistines advanced, a faithful royal servant grabbed 
th e you n g, five yea r old Meph ibos h eth a n d fled .   Bu t a s th ey ra n from th e pa la ce, h owever , th e servant 
d ropped th e lit t le boy a n d s everely in ju red h is legs .  (2 Sa m . 4 :4 ) Oh , perh a ps if h e h a d received im m ed ia tely 
m ed ica l a t ten t ion …or h a d h a d m odern -da y or th oped ic s u rgery a va ila b le…h is con d it ion wou ldn ’t h a ve been s o 
debilitating.  But under the circumstances, the boy became permanently lame in both legs…crippled for life. 



An d s o it wa s th a t overn igh t th e boy wh o h a d been a p r in ce beca m e a refu gee in exile…a n d a ch ild 
wh o h a d been a b le to wa lk a n d ju m p a n d lea p a n d ru n beca m e a cr ipp le.  An d m ea n wh ile, Da vid…wh o wa s a 
m a n a fter God’s own h ea r t…God’s ch os en on e…beca m e k in g over a ll of Is ra el, b r in gin g Is ra el grea ter power 
and glory than it had ever known.  (2 Samuel 1-8).  

Bu t th en , on e da y, Kin g Da vid m a de a n in qu iry.  “Is th ere an y one lef t from th e hous e of S au l to w hom I 
may show kindness for Jonathan’s sake? (2 Sam. 9:1)  David and Jonathan, you will remember, were the best 
of fr ien ds .  An d you will a ls o rem em ber th a t a fter Da vid s pa red Sa u l’s life a n d Sa u l fin a lly recogn ized th a t 
Da vid wou ld be th e n ext k in g of Is ra el, Sa u l a s ked Da vid to look k in d ly on h is des cen da n ts , “th a t th ey m ay 
live forever in the land of Israel”…which David promised he would do. (1 Sam. 24:21-22)  

Well, when David learned that Mephibosheth, son of Jonathan, was still alive, a refugee hiding in exile, 
h e s en t for h im .   An d wh en th e you n g m a n wa s b rou gh t to Da vid , h e ca m e fea rfu lly, th in k in g th a t th e Kin g 
wou ld s u rely k ill h im s o th a t n on e of Sa u l’s des cen da n ts cou ld ever a ga in ch a llen ge Da vid for th e th ron e.  
After all, that’s the way things were done in the world of power politics from David’s day until today.  Wipe out 
anyone who might be able to challenge your power and you have ABSOLUTE POWER.   

But David said to Mephibosheth:  
Do not be afraid, for I will show you kindness for the sake of your father, Jonathan.   
I w ill give y ou back a ll th e land th a t belonged to y our grand fa ther S au l,  
and y ou w ill a lw ay s be w elcom ed a t m y table.   (2 Sam. 9:7) 

And then the scriptures tell us:  
S o Meph ibos heth a te a t the k ing’s table, ju s t like one of the king’s sons.   
And Mephebosheth, who was crippled in both feet, lived in Jerusalem,  
ea ting a ll of h is m eals a t the k ing’s table.   (2 Sam.9:13)  
Now, a s I s a id ea r lier , Meph ibos h eth ’s s tory is k in d of like a PARABLE to m e…th e clim a x of which 

com es wh en we ga th er a t th e Ta b le of ou r Lord .  You s ee, Meph ibos h eth wa s born well…born in to a roya l 
fa m ily.  An d s o a re WE…well-born ch ild ren of ou r h ea ven ly Fa th er .  In fa ct , wh en h u m a n bein gs ca m e to 
b ir th , th e m orn in g s ta rs s a n g togeth er a s th e wh ole u n ivers e rejoiced a t s u ch a gra n d clim a x to God’s good 
crea t ion .  “W ho are w e hum ans th a t y ou th ink of u s …m ere hu m ans th a t y ou care for u s ?” Da vid h im s elf wrote.  
“Yet y ou h ave m ad e us in ferior on ly to y ours elf.  You crow n us w ith glory and honor.  O Lord , our Lord , h ow 
majestic is your name in all the earth!” (Psalm 8)  

Bu t s om ewh ere a lon g th e wa y, like Meph ibos h eth , we s u ffered a fa ll.  We s tu m bled .  We los t ou r 
foot in g.  We in ju red ou rs elves a n d beca m e cr ipp led .  For Meph ibos h eth , it wa s s im ply th e cr ipp lin g of h is feet 
wh en h e wa s d ropped by h is n u rs e wh o wa s ru n n in g to es ca pe th e en em y.  Bu t for u s , h owever , it wa s th e 
cr ipp lin g of ou r h ea r ts …ou r s ou ls …ou r very lives .  Pla in a n d s im p le, we s tu m bled over s in a n d beca m e 
broken.  Separated from the king and his table, like Mephibosheth, we also live our lives in exile and hiding…  

UNTIL, th a t is , on e da y we h ea r th e Good News !  For Meph ibos h eth , it ca m e in th e form of k in g’s 
question:  “Is there an y one left from S au l’s fam ily th a t I m ay be k ind to h im for Jonath an ’s s ak e?”   For u s , in 
com es in th e in vita t ion of ou r Lord :  “I am th e bread of life .  Whoever com es to m y table w ill never be 
hungry …and w h oever believes in m e w ill never be th irs ty ! (Jn . 6 :35 )   S o COME to m e ALL of y ou w ho are 
crippled …or brok en…or burd ened …or w eighed d ow n .  And I w ill give y ou com fort…and s trength…and 
rest…and hope…and grace and mercy and peace! (Mt. 11:28)    

In both in s ta n ces WE a re s ou gh t ou t .  Meph ibos h eth wa s s ou gh t ou t by Kin g Da vid…NOT beca u s e of 
a n yth in g won derfu l Meph ibos h eth h a d don e to des erve th e k in g’s s pecia l fa vor…bu t beca u s e DAVID wa s 
gracious and kind and WANTED to show mercy to Jonathan’s family.  And WE are sought out NOT because of 
ou r des ervin g eith er…bu t beca u s e of th e gra ciou s n es s of OUR k in g wh o, beca u s e of HIS gra ce a n d m ercy a n d 
love, in vites even th e likes of cr ipp led peop le like US to join h im a t h is ta b le.  An d THAT, good fr ien ds a n d 
lovers of God, is what AMAZING GRACE is all about!  

Often t im es , wh en I com e to th e com m u n ion ta b le, I look a t m ys elf a n d I s ee th is m a n n a m ed 
Meph ibos h eth .   Like Meph ibos h eth , I’m n ot wh ole eith er .  Like Meph ibos h eth , I’m b roken a n d cr ipp led .  An d 
like Meph ibos h eth , I com e to th e ta b le from m y h id in g p la ce in exile…a s a refu gee.  Meph ibos h eth , of cou rs e, 
came to the king’s table on broken feet.  I come to the king’s table with a broken life. 

An d yet , like Meph ibos h eth , I’m WELCOMED a t th e k in g’s ta b le n on e-the-les s …NOT beca u s e I 
s om eh ow DESERVE to be th ere…NOT beca u s e I’m p ret ty or perfect or wh ole…bu t beca u s e I’ve been INVITED 
to com e…a s Meph ibos h eth wa s in vited to com e…by th e gra ce a n d m ercy…th e goodn es s a n d love of th e on e 
wh o in vites m e.  Like Meph ibos h eth , I’ve been ACCEPTED in to th e k in g’s fa m ily a n d a m WELCOMED to d in e 
at the kings’s table.  And so are you…and so are YOU!   

In gra ce a n d in m ercy, Da vid welcom e Meph ibos h eth for J on a th a n ’s s a ke.  An d in gra ce a n d m ercy, 
God welcom es US for Ch r is t ’s s a ke.  An d THAT, good fr ien ds a n d lovers of God , is on ce a ga in wh a t AMAZING 
GRACE is all about!   

To be sure, we are ALL refugees at the King’s table!  None of us DESERVE to be here.  But we are here 
at the King’s gracious invitation – accepted and loved – by the one at whose table we are ALWAYS welcomed!  

Amazing Grace, how SWEET the sound!  
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