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Now, there are times in MY life…and perhaps YOURS as well…when it seems for all the world 
th a t God…or circu m s ta n ces …or th e forces of n a tu re…or WHATEVER you wa n t to ca ll it…is s a yin g 
“NO!” to my very best intentions in life.  Let me show you what I mean.  

When I was in college, I wanted to join the Sigma Chi fraternity in the WORST kind of way.  It 
wa s a good fra tern ity…a n ice bu n ch of gu ys .  Som e of m y bes t fr ien ds were join in g.  An d I th ou gh t I 
cou ldn ’t LIVE if I d idn ’t a ls o p ledge Sigm a Ch i.  Bu t I d idn ’t get in .  For wh a tever rea s on , th ey s a id 
“NO!”  And for the life of me, I couldn’t understand WHY?  

After college, I wen t to work for a m or tga ge ba n k in g com pa n y…a Nor th Ca rolin a ba s ed firm 
th a t I th ou gh t wou ld keep m e in Nor th Ca rolin a .  Th ey s en t m e to Wa s h in gton , D.C. in s tea d .  I 
h a ted it…cou ldn ’t s ta n d it .  I wa n ted to be in Nor th Ca rolin a .  After a ll, th a t ’s wh ere a ll m y fr ien ds 
were.  That’s where the girl I thought I might marry and spend the rest of my life with was.  So after 
work in g for th em for 18 m on th s a n d t ryin g n u m erou s t im es to get t ra n s fer red ba ck to Nor th 
Ca rolin a , I res ign ed – in order to go ba ck to “God’s cou n try,” perh a ps get m a rr ied , a n d do wh a t I 
or igin a lly p la n n ed to do with m y life…wh ich wa s to go to la w s ch ool a n d becom e a n a t torn ey…or s o 
I th ou gh t .  Bu t on ce a ga in , life s a id “NO!”  Th e gir l I th ou gh t I m igh t m a rry m a rr ied s om ebody els e 
instead.  The law school I wanted to go to said “NO!”  While several said “Yes!” the one I wanted said 
“NO!”  An d I wa s cru s h ed…deva s ta ted .  I cou ldn ’t u n ders ta n d WHY.  Here I h a d wh a t I th ou gh t 
were good, worthwhile plans for my life and I kept getting all these “NO’S!”  

Well, wh ile I wa s t ryin g to figu re a ll of th a t ou t , th e “ca ll” to go to Sem in a ry a n d becom e a 
m in is ter s om eh ow ca m e u pon m e.  An d th is t im e I s a id “NO!”…s evera l t im es , in fa ct , u n t il I fin a lly 
figu red ou t th a t th e On e wh o wa s doin g th e ca llin g s im ply WASN’T goin g to th a t “NO!” for a n 
a n s wer .  So I wen t to s em in a ry…n ot th e on e I WANTED to go to, m in d you …th a t on e s a id 
“NO!”…bu t I wen t .  An d s om ewh ere a lon g th e wa y, I fin a lly rea lized th a t th a t wa s wh ere I wa s 
SUPPOSED to be…that maybe I’d been getting all those “NO’S!” for a reason.     

I d id well in Sem in a ry – got good gra des …m et a n d m a rr ied J a n et .  An d th en , u pon 
gra du a t ion , I decided I wa n ted to s erve th e Pop la r Grove Pres byter ia n Ch u rch in Pop la r Grove, 
Nor th Ca rolin a .  I wa s a s s u re of th a t a s a n yth in g I h a d ever been s u re of.  Pop la r Grove is wh ere 
God wa n ted m e!  Bu t on ce a ga in , God…or s om ebody…or s om eth in g s a id “NO!”  Actu a lly, I th in k it 
wa s Mrs . Ha rgrove, th e gra n d da m e, m a t r ia rch , “Moth er Su per ior” of th e ch u rch wh o s a id “NO!”  
But in any case, the answer was “NO!”  And once again, I was left to wonder “WHY?”  

Well, a s life wou ld h a ve it , J a n et a n d I m oved ba ck to Oh io a n d took a ch u rch in Ca r lis le, 
down south of Dayton.  And there we stayed for seven happy years, two dogs and three children.  

After th os e s even yea rs , I decided it wa s t im e to m ove.  An d I fou n d s evera l ch u rch es I rea lly 
liked .  Bu t on ce a ga in , ea ch t im e I th ou gh t I h a d m a de th e r igh t ch oice, th e a n s wer ca m e ba ck 
“NO!”  You ’re n ot goin g th ere.  Un t il, th a t is , you good folks h ere in Bellefon ta in e ca lled .  An d th en 
th e a n s wer wa s “YES!”  An d n ow, s om e 24 yea rs , a n oth er ch ild , fou r m ore dogs , s even teen pu pp ies 
(a n d a n oth er 8 born ju s t th is pa s t Fr ida y!), th ree ra bb its , 34 s h eep , 3 ca ts , a bu n ch of k it ten s , a 
pon y a n d two goa ts la ter…n ot to m en t ion n ea r ly 1000 s erm on s ,  h u n dreds of Su n da y Sch ool 
classes and study groups, 150+ weddings, well over 250 funerals, thousands of hospital visits, 476   
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n ew ch u rch m em bers , 260 ba p t is m s , u n told n u m ber of m eet in gs a n d cou n t les s s m iles a n d tea rs 
later, the answer is still “YES!”   And how GLAD I am that it is!  

An d yet , des p ite a ll th e “YESES!” th a t h a ve com e m y wa y in recen t yea rs , I th in k it is s t ill th e 
“NOS!” in life th a t give m e th e b igges t p rob lem .  To th in k I’m t ryin g to do s om eth in g th a t I believe is 
good a n d r igh t a n d wor th wh ile, on ly to h a ve m y effor ts tu rn ed a s ide by a b ig fa t “NO!”…well, it ’s 
often more than I can understand!  

Kin g Da vid m u s t h a ve felt th e s a m e wa y wh en God s a id “NO!” to h im too.  Da vid wa n ted to 
bu ild a “h ou s e” for God…a tem ple…a ch u rch …a p la ce of wors h ip – a wor th y a n d wor th wh ile goa l to 
be s u re.  Bu t des p ite Da vid ’s bes t in ten t ion , God s a id “NO!”  Th e s tory is told in th e 7 th Ch a p ter of 
2 nd Sa m u el.  Lis ten for th e Word of God , a n d in it , a llow th e Holy Sp ir it to b r in g m ea n in g for you r 
life today! 

2 Samuel 7:1-17 
Friends, rejoice and give thanks for this is the Word of the Lord! 

“Surely the Presence of the Lord” 
Prayer  

Now, before we get too fa r in to toda y’s s tory, let ’s get a lit t le ba ckgrou n d .  Kin g Sa u l is dea d 
a n d Da vid h a s becom e k in g of Is ra el…a t lea s t of J u da h …th e s ou th ern pa r t of th e k in gdom .  Sa u l’s 
on e s u rvivin g s on , Is h bos h eth , h a s been m a de k in g of th e n or th ern pa r t of th e k in gdom …wh ere h e 
s erved for two yea rs u n t il h e wa s m u rdered in h is s leep by two officers of h is a rm y wh o th ou gh t 
they were doing David a favor.  When they brought David the news of Ishboseheth’s death, however, 
David was FURIOUS at them for killing an innocent man in his sleep and had THEM put to death.  

Well, with Ishbosheth now dead, David became king of ALL of Israel.  After making his capital 
in Hebron for s evera l yea rs , Da vid a n d h is a rm ies con qu ered th e for t ified h ill town of J eru s a lem , 
ca p tu r in g it from th e J ebu s ites a n d m a k in g it th e n ew ca p ita l of Is ra el.  Ren a m in g it th e “city of 
David,” David enlarged the city and further fortified it from enemy attack.  And as the scriptures tell 
us, “David grew s tronger and s tronger, for the Lord God Alm igh ty w as w ith h im .”  

An d th en a n ew developm en t h a ppen ed th a t fu r th er s t ren gth en ed Da vid ’s power a n d 
legit im a cy a s th e k in g of Is ra el.  Kin g Hira m of Tyre (wh ich is n ow Leba n on ) s en t a t ra de m is s ion to 
th e n ew Kin g of Is ra el.  In t r ibu te, Hira m p rovided Da vid with logs from th e ceda rs of Leba n on a n d 
ca rpen ters a n d s ton e m a s on s to bu ild th e k in g a pa la ce.  After a ll, Hira m figu red , if Da vid is goin g 
to be k in g of th e s t ron ges t n a t ion a rou n d , h e ou gh t to live in a pa la ce fit for a k in g.  An d a ga in , th e 
s cr ip tu res repor t Da vid ’s s u cces s : “David realiz ed th a t the Lord h ad es tablis h ed h im as k ing of Is rael 
an d w as m ak ing h is k ingd om pros perous for the s ak e of h is people.  S o David and h is s even w ives 
an d tw en ty -s even s ons and one d augh ter m oved in to h is palace in Jerus alem .  And there David ru led 
Is rael for 40 y ears .”  

Well, a s Da vid bega n to reflect u pon h is s u cces s th rou gh th e yea rs a n d m a rvel a t h ow m u ch 
God had blessed him, he began to dream of a way he could give honor and show thanks to the Lord.  
And he began to talk to the prophet Nathan about his dreams.  

Now th is , of cou rs e, is th e fir s t t im e we h ea r a bou t th e p roph et Na th a n .  Bu t it cer ta in ly 
won ’t be th e la s t .  Bein g a p roph et , Na th a n wa s God’s voice to th e peop le…bu t m ore im por ta n t ly, to 
th e Kin g.  He s poke on God’s beh a lf to Da vid .  An d a s s u ch , beca u s e Da vid was “a m an af ter God ’s 
own heart”…Nathan was also the King’s advisor…David’s confidant and counselor.  

So David told Nathan about his plan to honor the Lord.  
“Here I am liv ing in a beau tifu l hous e m ad e of ced ar w h ile the Ark of the Covenan t  
is kept in tents !  I w ill bu ild a hous e for the Lord to d w ell in… a palace fit for our God … 
a tem ple w here God m ay res id e and w here he m ay be w ors h iped in honor and in prais e!”        

2 Sam. 7:2  
Now, in order to u n ders ta n d wh a t Da vid wa n ted to do, you n eed to kn ow th a t th e Ark of th e 

Coven a n t wa s th e m os t s a cred…th e m os t vis ib le p res en ce of God for th e Hebrew peop le.  To u s 
Gentiles, all we know about the Ark is from the Indiana Jones movie of a few years back: “Raiders of 
the Los t Ark .”    Bu t to th e J ewis h peop le, th e Ark wa s SO HOLY…SO SACRED th a t in it ’s very 
presence, the very presence of God was thought to be found.  

Bu ilt to exa ct s pecifica t ion s wh ich were given d irect ly to Mos es from God , th e Ark of th e 
Covenant was a gold covered box of acacia wood, decorated  with gold-winged angels, which  
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con ta in ed th ree s a cred ob jects :  a golden ja r con ta in in g m a n n a from h ea ven …Mos es ’ a n cien t rod 
wh ich h e u s ed to pa r t th e Red Sea a n d b r in g wa ter from th e rock…a n d , MOST s a cred of a ll, th e 
s ton e ta b lets u pon wh ich God wrote th e Ten Com m a n dm en ts .  Ca r r ied on rods covered with gold , 
th e Ark of th e Coven a n t wa s to go wh erever th e peop le of Is ra el wen t…th ereby s ign ifyin g God’s 
holiness and presence with them always.  

Well, wh ile th e Is ra elites were a wa n der in g peop le…wa n der in g in th e wildern es s …s et t lin g 
in to th e p rom is ed la n d…th e Ark of th e Coven a n t wa s kep t in a ten t wh ich wou ld be m oved from 
p la ce to p la ce…even goin g in to ba t t le wh en th e Is ra elites fou gh t a ga in s t th eir en em ies .  Wh ich , of 
cou rs e, p res en ted grea t d ifficu lty a n d t ra u m a wh en th e Ph ilis t in es m a n a ged to ca p tu re th e Ark a n d 
th e Hebrews wen t down to a res ou n d in g defea t .  Even tu a lly reca p tu red by Da vid a n d retu rn ed to 
J eru s a lem with grea t fa n fa re a n d celeb ra t ion , th e Ark of th e Coven a n t…repres en t in g th e very 
p res en ce of Alm igh ty God…n ow res ided in a ten t wh ile Da vid lived in a pa la ce.  So Da vid wa n ted to 
cor rect th a t s itu a t ion a n d , in effect , give God a fit t in gly h on ora b le p la ce to live…a h ou s e…a 
pa la ce…a tem ple.  “It is n ’t righ t th a t the k in g s hou ld live in th is beau tifu l ced ar palace w h ile the ark , 
the very pres ence of God , s hou ld be in a little ten t ou t there.  I w ill bu ild a hous e for God … a tem ple to 
honor the Lord ’s n am e.”  Su rely it wa s a wor th y a n d h on ora b le th in g for Da vid to do.  An d 
a ppa ren t ly Na th a n , th e p roph et , a greed .  “And Nath an s aid to the k ing, ‘Bles s ings on y ou!  Go and 
d o all th a t y ou h ave in m ind , for the Lord is w ith y ou!’”  

Well, s om et im es you r b r illia n t , n ob le idea m a y be from God…a n d s om et im es it m a y NOT!  It 
may sound like the best idea in the world…a totally worthwhile thing to do.  But if it’s not from God, 
you m igh t a s well forget a bou t it !  It s im ply WON’T com e to fu lfillm en t . God will s a y “NO!”   Of 
cou rs e, th e d ifficu lt CHALLENGE is kn owin g wh en you r b r illia n t idea h a s God’s b les s in g a n d wh en 
it doesn’t.    

Som et im es you ’ll h a ve fr ien ds , like Na th a n , wh o’ll s a y, “Yea!  Go for it!  God ’ll s u rely bles s 
you!”  on ly for you to fin d ou t la ter th a t wh a t YOU h a ve in m in d is s im ply NOT wh a t God in ten ds .  
Wh ich is EXACTLY wh a t h a ppen ed to Da vid .  Wh ile Na th a n , th e p roph et , or igin a lly th ou gh t God 
wou ld b les s WHATEVER Da vid wa n ted to do, th e Lord qu ick ly in form ed both Na th a n a n d Da vid 
otherwise.  

“Th at s am e n igh t, the Lord s aid to Nath an , ‘Go and te ll Dav id ‘You are NOT th e one  
to bu ild a hous e for m e to live in .  From the tim e I res cued the people of Is rael from Egy p t  
un til now , I h ave NEVER lived in a tem ple.  I h ave trave led around liv ing in a ten t.  
And in all m y travelin g w ith the people of Is rael, I h ave never as k ed  any of the leaders  
th a t I appoin ted to build me a house made of wood.” 

The parallel passage of this same event in 1 Chronicles puts it even MORE explicitly: 
      “NO!  NO!  I said NO!” proclaimed the Lord.  “You s h all NOT bu ild m e a hous e to live in !”                       

 

Su rely, it wa s a h a rd a n d d ifficu lt m es s a ge for Da vid to h ea r .  It wa s a grea t idea …a grea t 
p la n on Da vid ’s pa r t – a lovin g t r ibu te to h on or God .  Bu t it wa s n ’t GOD’S p la n .  An d yet , even in 
God’s “NO!” God d idn ’t reject Da vid ’s idea com pletely.  In s tea d , h e s im p ly told Da vid h is p la n s 
would be left to another to carry out:  

“W hen y ou d ie and are buried w ith y our ances tors , I w ill m ak e one of y our s ons k ing  
an d w ill k eep h is k ingd om s trong.  He w ill be the one to bu ild a tem ple for m e and I w ill  
make sure that his kin gd om con tinues forever.”         2 Sam. 7:12-13 

Som eon e els e will do it Da vid , bu t n ot you .  My a n s wer is “NO!”  You s h a ll NOT bu ild m e a h ou s e to 
live in.  

Ten cen tu r ies la ter , a n oth er “m an af ter God ’s ow n heart,”  th e Apos t le Pa u l, ALSO h a d a 
d rea m …a goa l…a bu rn in g des ire to go to th e region of As ia Min or kn own a s Bith yn ia to p rea ch th e 
gospel of his Lord and Savior, Jesus, the Christ.  And surely it was a worthwhile goal…a dream that 
wou ld b r in g glory a n d h on or to God a n d to God’s Son .  Bu t th ou gh th e goa l wa s wor th wh ile a n d 
th ou gh th e res u lts wou ld h a ve been to God’s glory, God s a id “NO!” to Pa u l.  As th e book of Acts 
reports:  

“The S pirit of Jes us d id not allow them to go to B ith y n ia.” (Acts 16:7)  
Now, you need to know that it was not just for arbitrariness that God said “NO!” to Paul.  The 

Lord had other things in mind…BIGGER plans…GREATER goals.  The scriptures go on to report:  
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Th at n igh t, Pau l h ad a v is ion in w h ich he s aw a Maced on ian s tan d ing and begging h im ,  
“Com e over to Maced on ia and help us!”  As soon as Paul had his vision, he got up  
an d got read y to leave for Maced on ia, becau s e he d ecid ed th a t God h ad called h im  
to preach the Good New s to the people there.”         Acts 16:9-10  
By going to Macedonia, you see, Paul took another major step in the process of spreading the 

Gos pel to th e en ds of th e ea r th .  Ma cedon ia wa s in Eu rope, th e fir s t p la ce th e gos pel wa s p rea ch ed 
ou ts ide of th e m idd le-ea s tern , As ia n wor ld .  An d from Ma cedon ia , Pa u l t ra veled to Ph ilipp i a n d 
Th es s a lon ica a n d Cor in th a n d Ath en s a n d even tu a lly to Rom e.  An d from Rom e, th e Word of God 
s p rea d in to ALL th e kn own corn ers of th e wor ld .   Ha d Pa u l ign ored th e Lord’s “NO!” a n d gon e on to 
Bithynia, like he wanted to do, he may well have done a good thing…no doubt about it.  Sharing the 
Good News of th e Gos pel is ALWAYS wor th wh ile.  Bu t h e wou ld h a ve m is s ed ou t on th e m u ch 
GREATER PLAN God h a d in m in d for th e s p rea d in g of th e gos pel of J es u s Ch r is t to th e en ds of th e 
earth.  

Now, th ere a re, it s eem s m e, th ree les s on s to be d ra wn from th es e s tor ies of God’s “NO!” in 
Da vid a n d Pa u l’s lives th a t ca n h elp US wh en it s eem s for a ll th e wor ld th a t God is s a yin g “NO!” to 
th e p la n s a n d d irect ion s WE m a y wa n t to go in life.  Fir s t of a ll, wh en God s a ys “NO!” it ’s n ot 
n eces s a r ily a reject ion of u s OR ou r wor th wh ile goa l.  It m a y s im p ly be a REDIRECTION.  It m a y be 
th a t th e TIMING is n ot r igh t .  It m a y be th a t God h a s m u ch GREATER th in gs in m in d for u s .  Wh o 
KNOWS wh a t it is ?  WE cer ta in ly don ’t !  God’s “NOS!” a re often a m on g th e m os t perp lexin g a n s wers 
in life to figu re ou t .  Bu t GOD kn ows .  GOD kn ows wh a t is r igh t for ou r lives fa r bet ter th a n we ca n 
ever HOPE to kn ow.  An d u n les s we a re goin g to pu t ou rs elves in th e p la ce of God – wh ich , by th e 
wa y, is th e fir s t a n d grea tes t of a ll th e s in s – th en we’d bet ter lea rn to TRUST GOD a n d LISTEN 
when those “NOS” come our way.  

Secon d ly, wh en God s a ys “NO!”  it m a y well m ea n God h a s a bet ter wa y.  Ma ybe God’s “NO!” 
is beca u s e God kn ows wh a t we wa n t to do is n ot r igh t for u s .  Ma ybe God s a ys “NO!” beca u s e God 
h a s s om eth in g DIFFERENT for u s to do.  Ma y God s a ys “NO!” beca u s e th ere is s om eon e els e wh o 
can do what we want to do BETTER than we can.   

You s ee, God kn ew th a t Da vid wa s n ’t a bu ilder .  Th a t wa s n ’t h is gift…h is a b ility…h is s k ill.  
He wa s a wa rr ior…a lea der…a s on g wr iter…a poet .  Bu t h e WASN’T a bu ilder .  Th ere wa s a n oth er , 
wh o wou ld com e AFTER Da vid…h is s on , Solom on …wh o wou ld be fa r m ore s k illed a t bu ild in g God’s 
tem ple th a n Da vid cou ld ever HOPE to be.  It wou ld be Solom on ’s job to bu ild th e tem ple, n ot 
Da vid ’s .  So wh en God s a ys “NO!” to ou r p la n s a n d d rea m s , TRUST GOD a n d LISTEN!  God a lwa ys 
knows what God is doing…even if WE don’t!  

And thirdly, when God says “NO!”  humility and obedience is always our best reaction.  When 
God s a id “NO!” to Da vid ’s des ire to bu ild th e tem ple…or to Pa u l’s a t tem pt to go to Bith yn ia …n eith er 
on e of th em ra n ted a n d ra ved or th rew a tem per ta n t ru m .  Neith er on e of th em s crea m ed a n d 
shouted, “W hy NOT God ?  W hy NOT?  I w ann a d o it!  I W ANNA d o it!”  Instead, both of them, in great 
h u m ility a n d obed ien ce, a ccep ted God’s “NO!” a n d left th em s elves open for wh a tever it wa s God h a d 
in mind for their lives.  For David, it was the continuing expansion of Israel’s greatness and  
glory…which in turn gave glory to God, for Israel’s glory was God’s glory.  For Paul, it was taking the 
Gos pel of Ch r is t to n ew p la ces …n ew believers …n ew ea rs to h ea r th e Word of God .  Wh o KNOWS 
what God may have in mind for US!  

Fin a lly, wh en God s a id “NO!” to Da vid ’s p la n s a n d idea s to bu ild God a h ou s e to live in , 
n ot ice ca refu lly wh a t Da vid d id .  He wen t in to th e ten t of th e Lord’s p res en ce…th e ten t wh ere th e 
Ark of th e Coven a n t wa s kep t…a n d h e kn elt down a n d p ra yed .  He d idn ’t p ra y for God to CHANGE 
God’s m in d .  He p ra yed a p ra yer of THANKSGIVING…THANKING God for God’s p res en ce a n d 
gu ida n ce a n d wis dom a n d lea d in g in h is life…a n d a s k in g God for th e a b ility to TRUST, th a t h e, 
David, might CONTINUE to walk in the ways that God would have him go!  

Wh a t a m odel of fa ith fu ln es s for u s to follow!  Wh en life s h a t ters ou r d rea m s a n d God s a ys 
“NO!” to even our BEST intentions, may we, like David…like Paul…LISTEN to that “NO!” and TRUST 
that God, in all of God’s wisdom and love for us, KNOWS what is best for our lives!  

To GOD be the glory, both now and always!  Amen…and AMEN!  

Original idea for this sermon and some of the passages used comes from Charles Swindol, DAVID: A Man of Passion and Destiny
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