
“Beware of Nude Bathers  
in the Courtyard Below!’”   

August 22, 2010  

Psalm 51 
2 Samuel 11   

A Sermon preached by  
Pastor Rob Fulton 

First United Presbyterian Church 
Bellefontaine, Ohio    

Now, when last we left our hero David, he had become king of Israel…God’s representative on 
ea r th .  He h a d , over th e cou rs e of th e yea rs , d is t in gu is h ed h im s elf a s a fa ith fu l s h eph erd…a s la yer 
of giants…a valiant warrior…a composer of psalms…and a leader of his people.  And now, as king of 
Is ra el, h a d es ta b lis h ed h im s elf a n d h is n a t ion a s a powerfu l forces in th e m idd le ea s tern wor ld .  
From Egyp t to th e s ou th a n d th e Eu ph ra tes River to th e n or th , Is ra el’s s ize u n der Da vid ’s 
lea ders h ip h a d expa n ded n ea r ly eigh t t im es over .  Na t ion s wh ich h a d on ce been Is ra el’s b it ter 
enemies, n ow pa id t r ibu te to Is ra el’s k in g.  An d in th e p roces s , th e en t ire n a t ion of Is ra el p ros pered .  
Clea r ly God h a d b les s ed both Da vid…AND h is n a t ion – a ll beca u s e, th e s cr ip tu re tells u s , “David 
w as a m an after God ’s ow n heart.”  

Bu t th ere ca m e a t im e in Da vid ’s life wh en a ll of th a t wa sn ’t en ou gh …wh en h e wa s n ’t 
SATISFIED with power a n d wea lth a n d for tu n e a n d fa m e…wh en m igh ty n a t ion a n d h igh pos it ion 
left him wanting…when eight wives and countless concubines and a life of luxury and leisure which 
a n yon e in th e rea lm wou ld h a ve en vied fa iled to m eet h is in n erm os t lon gin g.  Da vid wa n ted MORE.  
He wa n ted wh a t belon ged to s om eon e els e.  An d a s a res u lt , even th is “m an af ter God ’s ow n 
heart”…th is m a n wh o “w alk ed in the w ay of the Lord ”…fell in to a per iod of s in fu ln es s , deceit a n d 
m u rder…th e res u lt of wh ich h u n g like a da rk clou d over n ot on ly Da vid ’s life, bu t th e life of h is 
family and indeed over the entire nation of Israel for many years to come.  

Th e s tory is told in th e 11 th Ch a p ter of 2 nd Sa m u el…a n d believe you m e, it is NOT a “p ret ty” 
s tory.  Bu t th en , th a t ’s th e wa y th e Bib le OFTEN is , is n ’t it…pa in t in g por t ra it s of it s h eroes lives 
th a t a re h on es t a n d rea lis t ic -- wa r ts a n d a ll.  Bu t th en , m a ybe th a t ’s s o th a t we ca n s ee s om eth in g 
of OURSELVES m ir rored in th eir lives .  Wh ich is cer ta in ly th e ca s e with DAVID’S s tory.  For if th is 
person…this “m an af ter God ’s ow n heart” ca n s tu m ble a n d fa ll, th en perh a ps  we ca n ga in a lit t le 
bet ter u n ders ta n d in g of h ow WE, with OUR feet of cla y, ca n ALSO m es s u p , even a s we too t ry to 
walk in the way of the Lord.  

Th e s tory, of cou rs e, is th e s tory of Da vid a n d Ba th s h eba a n d h ere’s h ow it goes .  It wa s th e 
t im e of th e yea r , th e s cr ip tu res tell u s , wh en k in gs go ou t to ba t t le.  Bu t Da vid d id NOT go ou t to 
ba t t le.  In s tea d , h e s ta yed h om e in J eru s a lem a n d s en t h is gen era l, J oa b , to figh t th e Am m on ites – 
the one neighboring nation  that had not yet fallen to Israel’s power and might.   Now, wh o kn ows 
wh y Da vid d idn ’t go to wa r .  Ma ybe h e h a d th e flu or s om eth in g.  Ma ybe h e’d grown t ired of th es e 
con s ta n t ba t t les with n eigh bor in g n a t ion s .  Ma ybe th ere were a ffa ir s of s ta te th a t requ ired h is 
attention.  Maybe he was having his carpets shampooed.  I don’t know.  Or maybe he just wanted to 
en joy th e bea u t ifu l s p r in g wea th er in J eru s a lem .  After a ll, th e ra in y s ea s on wa s over…th e wa rm 
breezes were blowing, the almond trees were blooming and the sweet smell of wisteria filled the air.    

Of cou rs e n ow, h a d h e been wh ere h e wa s SUPPOSED to be…with h is t roops …n on e of th is 
wou ld h a ve ever h a ppen ed .  Bu t a s it wa s , it wa s la te a ftern oon a n d Da vid h a d ju s t a woken from 
his afternoon nap following his mid-day meal.  Too much food and too much wine had apparently  
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don e h im in .  Pu s h in g ba ck th e s h eets , h e s t retch ed , ya wn ed a cou p le of t im es , s igh ed a n d looked 
a rou n d th e room …tryin g to get u p th e en ergy to get ou t of bed .  Bu t h e wa s t ired .  Oh , h e cer ta in ly 
d idn ’t n eed to s leep a n y lon ger .  He wa s n ’t t ired from exer t ion or th e ch a llen gin g life h e wa s livin g.  
Far from it!  He was simply tired from boredom.  

Get t in g u p from h is bed , h e s tepped ou t on to h is rooftop ter ra ce in to th e wa rm s pr in gt im e 
s u n s h in e.  Ea s tern m on a rch s , you s ee, frequ en t ly bu ilt th eir bedch a m bers on th e s econ d or th ird 
story the palace and had a door that opened onto what we might call a rooftop garden.  Often it was 
elega n t ly fu rn is h ed…a n oa s is …a p la ce to s it with h is fa m ily or a dvis ors in th e even in g a bove th e 
rabble and noise of the street below.   

S t rollin g a m on g th e redbu d , th e pom egra n a tes , th e ros es a n d th e olea n ders , Da vid gra du a lly 
beca m e a wa re of th e s ou n ds of s p la s h in g com in g from th e cou r tya rd of a n eigh bor’s h ou s e below.  
Perhaps there was a soft singing that attracted his attention as well.   

As Da vid looked to s ee wh a t wa s goin g on , th e glin t of s u n ligh t reflect in g off wa ter ca u gh t h is 
eye.  And immediately he noticed a woman bathing…a very BEAUTIFUL woman bathing…naked. 

Now, you n eed to kn ow th a t wh en th e Bib le s a ys s om eon e is bea u t ifu l, s h e’s VERY bea u t ifu l.  
An d wh en th e record s a ys s h e’s VERY bea u t ifu l, s h e’s a kn ock-ou t…ph ys ica lly a t t ra ct ive beyon d 
des cr ip t ion .  Ra rely does th e Scr ip tu re in clu de th e word “very,” a n d wh en it does , res t a s s u red , it is 
NOT an exaggeration. 

As Da vid s tood th ere on th e roof of th e pa la ce in th e wa rm th of th e la te a ftern oon 
sunshine…with n o on e els e a rou n d…h e s u dden ly los t a ll cogn iza n ce of wh o h e wa s or wh a t wou ld 
h a ppen if h e fell in to s in .  His h ea r t bea t fa s ter a n d h a rder th a n it h a d in yea rs .  He wa s , a fter a ll, a 
m a n of pa s s ion a n d des ire…in clu d in g, it s eem s , a n in s a t ia b le des ire for bea u t ifu l wom en .  An d 
wh a tever Da vid wa n ted , Da vid wa s a ccu s tom ed to get t in g.  He wa s , a fter a ll, THE KING!  He h a d 
a lrea dy m a rr ied eigh t oth er wom en a n d h a d cou n t les s lia is on s with n u m erou s con cu b in es wh ich 
h a d yielded h im a tota l of s om e twen ty s on s a n d on e da u gh ter .  An d yet , th ou gh h e h a d a n en t ire 
h ou s eh old of wom en to ch oos e from , h is s m older in g des ire for THIS wom a n bu rs t in to fla m e a n d h e 
kn ew h e HAD to h a ve h er .  An d in th a t very m om en t , th e God , wh os e h ea r t Da vid h a d s o often 
sought, suddenly became  
d is ta n t a n d u n rea l to Da vid .  Pa s s ion beca m e h is god a n d before th a t god , Da vid wors h iped a n d 
bowed down. Blin ded by des ire a n d h a rd ly a b le to con trol h im s elf, Da vid ca lled for h is s erva n t a n d 
in qu ired wh o th e wom a n wa s .    An d lis ten to wh a t th e s erva n t s a id , beca u s e it is s o VERY 
important!   

“S he is B ath s heba, th e d au gh ter of Eliam , the w ife of Uriah the Hittite ,” ca m e th e s erva n t’s 
reply. 

Now, I fin d th a t s ta tem en t in cred ib ly s ign ifica n t .  From th e m ou th of Da vid ’s lowly s erva n t 
ca m e a wa rn in g of grea t im por ta n ce.  Norm a lly in Is ra el, a per s on ’s iden t ity wa s given with ou t 
rega rds to th eir s pou s e.  Th e pers on ’s FATHER…or GRANDfa th er…or s om et im es even GREAT 
gra n dfa th er m igh t be n a m ed .  Bu t NEVER a s pou s e.  Bu t h ere th is s erva n t s a ys to Da vid , “S he is 
B ath s heba, Eliam ’s d au gh ter, URIAH’S w ife .”  In oth er words , “The lad y ’s MARRIED, for heaven ’s 
s ak e David .”  Beca u s e, you s ee, I’m con vin ced th a t s erva n t kn ew EXACTLY wh a t Da vid wa s 
th in k in g.  He wa s n ’t b lin d .  He cou ld SEE th a t wa s n a ked .  He cou ld SEE th a t s h e wa s bea u t ifu l.  
And he KNEW his master.  And I don’t have a doubt in the world that God was using that servant to 
say to David: “Watch out, buddy!  This is dangerous territory here!” 

Bu t th a t d idn ’t even s eem to regis ter with Da vid .  It wen t com pletely over h is h ea d .  
Rem em ber , it wa s n ot h is h ea d th a t wa s ru lin g Da vid a t th a t m om en t .  It wa s h is LUST.  Ou t of 
con trol, h e s a id NO to a ll th e th in gs h e s h ou ld h a ve s a id YES to…a n d YES to a ll th in g th in gs h e 
s h ou ld h a ve s a id NO to.  His des ire for th e n a ked ba th er in th e cou r tya rd below beca m e a ll 
con s u m in g.  Movin g qu ick ly, with ou t rega rd for th e con s equ en ces ,  Da vid s en t h is m es s en gers to 
get her.  And they brought her to him…and…well…you know the rest of the story. 

Excep t , of cou rs e, th a t th a t ’s NOT th e en d of th e s tory…n ot by a lon g s h ot .  After Da vid h a d 
ta ken wh a t h e wa n ted a n d h a d rolled over a n d fa llen a s leep a ga in , Ba th s h eba left th e k in g’s pa la ce 
a n d retu rn ed to h er own h om e.  Da vid d idn ’t s ee h er a ga in .  He n ever s en t for h er…a n d wh en h e 
wen t to h is roof- top ter ra ce to wa tch h er ba th in g in th e cou r tya rd below, th e cou r tya rd wa s a lwa ys 
empty.  But for whatever joy or pleasure the brief encounter may have given David, that joy or  
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p lea s u re wa s s oon tu rn ed to a n gu is h a n d tu rm oil wh en s evera l m on th s la ter Ba th s eba s en t word 
saying, “I’m pregn an t!” 

Bu t th en , th a t ’s th e wa y it is with tem pta t ion , is n ’t it?  It a lwa ys s h ows you th e bea u ty, th e 
ecs ta s y, th e fu n , th e excitem en t…th e s t im u la t in g a dven tu re of s a t is fied des ires .  Bu t it n ever tells 
you th e con s equ en ces .  It n ever tells th e h ea vy d r in ker , “You’ll be s orry in the m orn ing!”  It n ever 
tells th e d ru g u s er , “Th is is the beginn ing of a d ead -end road for y ou bud d y !”  It n ever tells th e 
speed-lovin g d r iver , “W atch ou t, there’s a s h arp curve in the road ahead an d if y ou d on’t s low d ow n 
y ou’re goin g to cras h !”  An d it cer ta in ly n ever tells th e a du lterer , “There cou ld be hell to pay for th is 
one n igh t of m om en tary p leas ure!”  No, th e t ru th of th e m a t ter is th a t tem pta t ion for m om en ta ry 
pleasure NEVER shows you the consequences until it is FAR too late to avoid them. 

An d n ow Da vid wa s fa ced with a p regn a n t Ba th s h eba .  He cou ld ta ke on e of two cou rs es .  He 
cou ld fes s u p…a dm it h is m is ta ke…con fes s h is s in before th e Lord…before Ba th s h eba …AND before 
h er h u s ba n d , Ur ia h – wh ich , of cou rs e, is wh a t h e SHOULD h a ve don e – OR h e cou ld go th e rou te 
of cover u p a n d decep t ion …wh ich , of cou rs e, is wh a t h e DID do – a ll of wh ich led h im fu r th er in to 
sin – in clu d in g goin g s o fa r a s to a r ra n ge for th e vir tu a l MURDER of a n in n ocen t m a n .  An d wh a t ’s 
more, his choice to lie and deceive set in motion an endless series of headaches and heartaches, the 
consequences of which plagued his family and his nation for many years to come. 

Even a s con trol wa s s lipp in g th rou gh Da vid ’s fin gers like wa ter th rou gh a s ieve, h e qu ick ly 
h a tch ed a p la n to s a lva ge th e s itu a t ion …a cru de a t tem pt to r id h im s elf of res pon s ib ility by du p in g 
Bathsheba’s poor husband. 

“S o David s en t w ord to Joab, the com m and er of h is arm y , ‘S end m e Uriah , the Hittite.’” 
Da vid’s p la n , you s ee, wa s to b r in g Ba th s h eba ’s h u s ba n d , Ur ia h , h om e for a lit t le R & R, s o 

to s pea k (win k!  win k!) – a lit t le food…a lit t le win e…a lit t le fu n a n d ga m es with h is wife in wh os e 
bed a n d in wh os e a rm s h e h a d n ot s lep t in m on th s .  An d th en , wh en it wa s d is covered th a t 
Ba th s h eba wa s p regn a n t , WHY! wh o wou ld ever s u s pect th a t a n yon e oth er th a n Ur ia h wa s th e 
fa th er of h er ch ild .  Wh a t Da vid h a dn ’t cou n ted on in h is twis ted th in k in g, h owever , wa s th e s t ron g 
moral character and high sense of duty of Uriah, who was straight as an arrow and moral to a fault!  
You s ee, Ur ia h , bein g th e u pr igh t m a n th a t h e wa s , refu s ed to go h om e a n d en joy th e com for t s of 
h is wife’s bed wh ile h is fellow s old iers were figh t in g on th e ba t t le fron t .  An d even a fter Da vid win ed 
a n d d in ed h im a n d got h im dru n k in th e h ope th a t h e m igh t go h om e to th e fem in in e ch a rm s of h is 
bea u t ifu l wife, Ur ia h STILL in s is ted on s leep in g cu r led u p on th e pa la ce floor wh ile Ba th s h eba 
bedded down a lon e.  An d wh en THAT h a ppen ed , th e s itu a t ion s u dden ly wen t from ba d to wors e for 
David. 

So h ere’s th e pa n ic-s t r icken k in g, fru s t ra ted to th e poin t of ra ge over h is fa ilin g p la n .  No 
matter what he did, he couldn’t pull off his plan of deception.  He could steal the man’s wife…but he 
cou ldn ’t m a n ipu la te th e wom a n ’s h u s ba n d .  Un wit t in g Ur ia h wou ld s im ply NOT coopera te.  So 
David, in an even greater panic, escalated his plan to the next level. 

The nex t m orn ing, David w rote a le tter to Joab and s en t it w ith Uriah as he re turned  
to the battlefron t. “Pu t Uriah in th e fron t line w h ere the figh tin g is the fierces t, an d  
then re treat and le t h im be k illed .” 
To be sure, David had now sunk to his lowest in his effort to cover up what he had done.  Not 

on ly d id h e con dem n a n in n ocen t m a n to dea th …in effect m u rder in g h im u n der th e gu is e of 
ba t t le…bu t h e wa s even ca llou s en ou gh to s en d th e in n ocen t , t ru s t in g, u n s u s pect in g Ur ia h to h is 
death carrying his own death warrant.  Remember the old adage: “Oh w h at a tan gled w eb w e w eave 
when first we practice to deceive.”  Well, there you go! 

An d s o Ur ia h d ied…a ll beca u s e Da vid let h is pa s s ion a n d des ire get th e bet ter of h im a n d 
took s om eth in g th a t wa s n ’t h is …wh ich , I’m con vin ced h e kn ew a ll a lon g wa s wron g, or els e h e 
wouldn’t have tried to cover it up in the first place.  But it wasn’t just Uriah who fell that day on the 
field of ba t t le.  Oth er s old iers d ied a s well.  An d perh a ps m ore th a n a n yon e, DAVID fell th a t 
day…and mighty was his fall. 

Now, I wa n t to a s k you s om eth in g.  It m a y s ou n ds s im ple a t fir s t…bu t it ’s n ot .  So th in k 
a bou t it !  Wh y in th e wor ld d id Da vid h a ve Ur ia h k illed?  Wh a t d id h e ga in by it?  I m ea n , rea lly!  If 
Ur ia h h a d lived a n d com e h om e from ba t t le a n d fou n d h is wife p regn a n t , wh o wou ld h a ve ever 
connected it to David?  Would his servants have told?  I don’t think so.   Would Bathsheba have told  
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h er h u s ba n d wh a t Da vid h a d don e?  Wh o kn ows ?!  Bu t even if Ur ia h HAD fou n d ou t , wh a t wa s h e 
goin g to do?  Da vid wa s th e KING, for h ea ven ’s s a ke.  An d Ur ia h wa s com pletely loya l to Da vid even 
if  David was anything BUT loyal to Uriah.  

An d th en , a fter Ur ia h wa s k illed a n d a fter Ba th s h eba h a d h a d h er t im e of m ou rn in g, Da vid 
im m edia tely took h er in to th e pa la ce a n d m a de h er h is wife.  Now, it ’s been m y obs erva t ion th a t 
m os t a du lts ca n cou n t to n in e a n d figu re ou t th a t Ba th s h eba wa s n ’t m a rr ied to Da vid wh en th e 
ch ild wa s con ceived .  So wh y in th e WORLD wa s Da vid doin g a ll th is m u rderou s s ch em in g to cover 
up what he had done?  Who in the WORLD did he think he was hiding it all from?  

Well, do you rem em ber th e s tory of Ada m a n d Eve in th e Ga rden of Eden wh en th ey h a d 
ea ten th e fru it from th e forb idden t ree a n d th ey s u dden ly rea lized th ey were n a ked a n d were a fra id 
s o th ey h id?  Wh o were THEY h id in g from ?  Well, th ey were h id in g from GOD.  An d th a t ’s exa ct ly 
wh a t DAVID wa s t ryin g to do a s well – t ryin g to h ide h is s in fu l deed from th e Lord , for h e KNEW 
th a t h e h a d don e wron g…kn ew in th e s a m e em pir ica l wa y we ALL h a ve of kn owin g, in ou r h ea r t of 
hearts, when we have done wrong.  

Mea n wh ile, th e en d of th is a wfu l, t ra gic ep is ode com es in th e s ta rk , bu t s im ple words 
recorded in the last verse of the 11th chapter of 2 Samuel:  

“Bu t the Lord w as not pleas ed w ith David , for David h ad d one w h a t w as ev il  
in the s igh t of the Lord .” 
In th a t b r ief s ta tem en t , we s ee th e ra w, open s ewa ge wh ich Da vid ’s life h a d becom e.  Th e 

on ly m a n in th e Bib le to EVER be ca lled “a m an af ter God ’s ow n heart” wa s n ow livin g a lie, fa k in g 
h is exis ten ce in a m in or key.  Th is pa s s ion a te, h a n ds om e k in g…th is s la yer of gia n ts …th is 
exem pla ry lea der…th is s in ger of ps a lm s n ow lived in th e s h a dows of h is own s in fu ln es s …h is life 
h a vin g becom e s om eth in g it wa s n ever des t in ed to be…a ll beca u s e h e com prom is ed wh a t h e kn ew 
to be r igh t , a n d th en delibera tely t r ied to cover h is wron g with a n down wa rd s p ira l of deceit a n d 
sinfulness. 

Now th is s tory, to be s u re, will s t r ike a lot clos er to h om e for s om e th a n for oth ers .  Som e 
folks , of cou rs e, like Da vid , live in th e relen t les s ra ge of th eir pa s s ion s .  Th ey m a y cu rs e th em , bu t 
th os e pa s s ion s a re s t ill th ere.  Th ey m a y h a te th em , bu t th os e pa s s ion s won ’t go a wa y.  Th eir 
pa s s ion s a re like ven om ou s cob ra s wh ich wea ve ba ck a n d for th , lu llin g th eir vict im s in to t ra n ces 
a n d th en , wh en th eir res is ta n ce is down , th ey b ite th em , pa ra lyzin g th em s p ir itu a lly s o th ey ca n n o 
longer wa lk in th e wa y of th e Lord .  Wh ich is p recis ely wh a t h a ppen ed to Da vid .  An d I th in k th e 
s cr ip tu res tell u s th es e s ord id deta ils of Da vid ’s t ra gic fa ll s o th a t we ca n clea r ly s ee wh ere it a ll 
leads and what its consequences are. 

Ha ve you kep t cou n t of Da vid ’s s in s ? Lu s t , a du ltery, deceit , m u rder !  An d you m igh t won der 
h ow a m a n of Da vid ’s ch a ra cter…ESPECIALLY “a m an af ter God ’s ow n heart”…cou ld fa ll to s u ch a 
level.  Bu t , if you ’re t ru ly h on es t a bou t you r own h ea r t , it ’s n ot too d ifficu lt to u n ders ta n d – a t lea s t 
it’s not for me.  As the old saying goes:  “There but by the grace of God go I.” 

Oh s u re!  Everybody’s doin g it !  Everybody’s got fa u lts ! (Not ice we don ’t ca ll th em “s in s ” 
a n ym ore…on ly fa u lts .)  Bu t ju s t beca u s e everybody’s doin g it does n ’t m a ke it r igh t , n ow does 
it…ESPECIALLY in the eyes of the Lord! 

An d s o, th is s a d , da rk ch a p ter of Da vid ’s life com es to a n en d .  Or DOES it?  No, n ot rea lly.  
The consequences of David’s sin would be played out for years and years to come.  And in the mean 
t im e, Da vid h a d to live in th e m is ery th a t s in b r in gs …th e very WORST of wh ich is bein g s epa ra ted 
from God…alone…so far away from the Lord. 

No, th e s tory does n ’t en d h ere.  Not u n t il m a n y m on th s h a d d ra gged on .  Not u n t il a kn ock 
ca m e on th e pa la ce door…a n d a fr ien d wh o ca red en ou gh to con fron t…looked th e k in g in th e eye 
and called a spade a spade.   

But that’s still come.  Suffice it to say, it was a visit David would never forget!  

Drawn from and credit given to the following sources for ideas and passages used in this sermon: 
1. David: A Man of Passion and Destiny, Charles Swindol 
2. “When Kings Go Forth” by Errol G. Smith, p[p. 69-74, Pulpit Digest, September/October 1996 
3. “Sex, Power and Politics” by William Willimon, pp. 29-35, Pulpit Digest, September/October 1995 
4. Articles on Bathsheba, Uriah and Nathan in Peculiar Treasures by Fredrick Buechner 
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