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“Bu t the Lord w as not pleas ed w ith David , 
for David had d one w h at w as ev il in the s igh t of the Lord !” 

2 Samuel 11:37   

Or s o we left ou r h ero two weeks a go, m ired u p to h is n eck in th e s ewer of s in fu ln es s a n d 
look in g like a n yth in g BUT “a m an af ter God ’s ow n heart.”  He h a d lu s ted a fter a n oth er m a n ’s wife.  
He h a d com m it ted a du ltery a s h e took Ba th s h eba for h is own p lea s u re a n d s a t is fa ct ion .  An d wh en 
she became pregnant, he had first connived to shift responsibility over to Bathsheba’s unsuspecting 
h u s ba n d , Ur ia h …a n d th en , wh en th a t p la n fa iled , Da vid s u cces s fu lly got r id of Ur ia h by a s s ign in g 
h im to th e fron t lin e of th e fierces t ba t t le wh ere h e wa s s oon p icked off by en em y s n ipers .  In oth er 
words, for all intents and purposes, David had Uriah MURDERED under the guise of war, telling his 
gen era l to p la ce Ur ia h in th e wors t of th e figh t in g a n d th en to with dra w, “s o th a t Uriah m ay be 
killed.”  An d th en , a fter a s u ita b le per iod of m ou rn in g, Da vid p roceeded to m a rry Ur ia h ’s gorgeou s 
young widow and take what had been another man’s wife as his own.   

Com pou n d in g s in u pon s in , Da vid s u n k to h is lowes t – a ll beca u s e h e h a d let h is pa s s ion 
ta ke con trol of h im wh en h e s a w a n u de ba th er in th e cou r tya rd below.  Oh , h ow fa r we h a ve com e 
s in ce th e idea lis t ic lit t le s h eph erd -boy, Da vid , s tood u p to th e grea t b ig gia n t Golia th th a t da y on 
the battlefield many years before!  

And so, last week’s scripture left us with that very damning statement which burned David to 
the core and left him to stew in the consequences of his own actions:  

“Bu t the Lord w as not pleas ed w ith David , 
for David had d one w h at w as ev il in the s igh t of the Lord !” 

2 Samuel 11:37   

Bu t th a t wa s n ’t th e en d of th e s tory.  Oh n o!  Not by a lon g s h ot !  Da vid m a y h a ve THOUGHT 
h e h a d got ten a wa y with m u rder , bu t God wa s a bou t to let h im kn ow oth erwis e.  You s ee, God th en 
s en t th e p roph et Na th a n to ca ll on Da vid a t th e k in g’s pa la ce.  Bu t h ere’s wh a t you n eed to kn ow!  
Nathan didn’t go knocking on David’s door with fire in his eyes and his guns blazing.  Nathan didn’t 
go in con dem n in g Da vid a n d ra n t in g a n d ra vin g a bou t h ow s in fu l Da vid h a d been .  Oh n o!  Na th a n 
s im ply h eld u p before Da vid th e m ir ror of a pa ra b le s o th a t Da vid cou ld s ee h im s elf a s God s a w 
him.  And in the process, he caught David in the web of his own condemnation.  

Nathan, you see, simply began to tell David a story:   

“There once w ere tw o m en w ho lived in the s am e tow n ,” Nathan began.  
“One of the m en w as rich… and one w as poor.  The rich m an h ad m an y cattle an d s heep,  
w h ile the poor m an h ad on ly one lam b, w h ich he loved d early .  He took care of the lam b  
and loved it, and it grew up in h is hom e w ith h is ch ild ren . He even got to the poin t he w ou ld le t 
the lam b ea t off h is ow n pla te , d rink ou t of h is ow n cup, and hold it on h is lap and le t it s leep 
a t the foot of h is bed .  He LOVED  th a t lam b an d took care of it as he w ou ld one of h is ow n 
children.  You get the picture, David? 
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Da vid , of cou rs e, wa s on th e edge of h is s ea t , lis ten in g.  As Kin g, h e wa s a ls o ju dge a n d ju ry 

for a ll of Is ra el a n d I’m s u re h e th ou gh t Na th a n wa s b r in gin g h im a p rob lem h e h a d en cou ntered 
s om ewh ere ou t in th e rea lm …a s itu a t ion th a t n eeded Da vid ’s wis e cou n s el to res olve.  Kn owin g h e 
had David right were he wanted him, Nathan continued:    

“W ell, one d ay , a v is itor arrived a t the rich m an’s hous e.  And as w as the cus tom w h enever a 
visitor cam e to v is it, the rich m an w an ted to s erve h im a feas t.  The on ly problem w as , y ou s ee, 
the rich man didn’t  w an t to k ill one of h is ow n flock to feed the v is itor.  S o in s tead , he s en t  
h is s ervan ts over to tak e the poor m an’s lam b w h ich he prom ptly proceed ed to s laugh ter,  
ch arcoal, and s erve to h is friend s w ith a garn is h of roas ted pota toes , new peas , m in t je lly .”   

And with that, David hit the roof.  He said anybody who’d do such a cruel, callous thing as to 
s tea l a poor m a n ’s on ly la m b to feed a vis itor wh en h e h a d h u ge flocks of h is own ou gh t to be h og-
t ied a n d h os e wh ipped a n d s t ru n g u p for th e bu zza rds to p ick a pa r t p iece by p iece s o th a t h e m igh t 
d ie a s s low a n d pa in fu l a dea th a s pos s ib le.  “I s w ear by the liv ing Lord , th a t m an ough t to DIE,” 
Da vid p iou s ly p rocla im ed .  “And at the very LEAS T, he ough t to be m ad e to give back FOUR TIMES 
w h at the lam b w as w orth .  W ho is the greed y , th iev ing cad an y w ay ?” David demanded to know.  

And that’s when Nathan let him have it right between the eyes!   

“YOU are the man, David!  YOU are the one w h o h as s tolen another  m an’s w ife w h en  
y ou h ad e igh t w ives of y our ow n , not to m en tion all thos e other floos ies y ou k eep h id d en  
aw ay to s a tis fy y our every d es ire .  YOU are the one w ho h ad d one th is ev il th in g.   
How DARE you, David?  How DARE you?!?!   

“Now , th is is w h at the Lord God of Is rael s ay s to y ou:  
‘I m ad e y ou King of Is rael and res cued y ou from S au l!  I gave y ou th is k ingd om and  
thes e w ives !  I m ad e y ou k ing over Is rael an d Jud ah .  And if th a t h ad not been  enough,  
I w ou ld h ave d one TWICE as m uch .  W HY, th en ,h ave y ou d is obey ed m y com m an d s ?  
W HY d id y ou d oth is evil th ing?  You h ad Uriah k illed in ba ttle!  You le t the Am m on ites  
k ill h im , an d then y ou took h is w ife!  

Now , in every generation s om e of y our d es cend an ts w ill d ie a v iolen t d eath becau s e of  
y our action s .  You ow n fam ily w ill bring y ou trouble an d grief.  Your w ives w ill be tak en  
from y ou and given to an other m an and w h at he d oes w ith them w ill be d one in broad d ay ligh t.  
You sinned in secret, but I w ill m ak e th is h appen in broad d ay ligh t for all to s ee .  For I,  
the Lord God of Israel, have spoken!’”  

An d s u dden ly, Da vid , wh o h a d u p u n t il th is poin t , been fra n t ica lly t ryin g to h ide wh a t h a d 
done, ESPECIALLY from the Lord, KNEW that the ruse was up.  And just as surely as Uriah had felt 
the enemy arrows plunge into his heart, David now felt the sharp arrow of guilt plunge into his! 

“I h ave s in ned again s t the Lord ,” wa s a ll Da vid cou ld s a y a s h e fell on h is kn ees a n d bu r ied 
his face in his hands…his words barely audible through the sobs that were racking his body. 

Now, wh a t I s ee h a ppen in g n ext wa s s u rely on e of th e h a rdes t th in gs Na th a n ever h a d to 
do…even h a rder perh a ps th a n con fron t in g h is fr ien d with th e h a rs h rea lity of h is s in fu ln es s .  He 
simply let Da vid wa llow in th e a n gu is h of h is gu ilt for wh a t m u s t h a ve s eem ed like a n etern ity.  He 
simply let the full impact of David’s sinfulness sink in, without trying to immediately take away that 
gu ilt with s om e k in d of ch ea p words of forgiven es s a n d gra ce.  He s im ply let Da vid feel gu ilty…for 
only in truly feeling guilty would David ever  
be completely convicted with the full impact of what he had done. 

Bu t th en a ga in , you n eed to rem em ber th a t Na th a n wa s , a s a p roph et , God’s voice on ea r th .  
An d in th a t m om en t , for Da vid , Na th a n wa s a ls o God em bodied .  An d th e pa in h e felt in con vict in g 
David in his sin, was, I have to believe, GOD’S pain.    

So a fter a llowin g Da vid to feel th e fu ll im pa ct of h is s in fu l a ct ion s , I th en en vis ion Na th a n , 
with love in h is eyes a n d com pa s s ion in h is voice, gen t ly lift in g Da vid ’s tea r -s ta in ed fa ce with h is 
hands and saying to him:   
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“Though y ou d es erve to d ie , David , y ou w ill NOT d ie.  The Lord forgives y ou .   
Bu t becau s e y ou h ave s how n con tem pt for th e Lord by y our s in , there  
will be consequences to pay…the first being the death of the child  
that is in Bathsheba’s womb.”  

An d th en , a fter h old in g Da vid ’s fa ce t igh t ly in h is h a n ds for s evera l m ore m om en ts a s h e looked 
deeply into David’s eyes, Nathan turned and went home.  

Now, th e s tor ies th a t a re in th e Bib le a re th ere, I’m con vin ced , beca u s e God wa n ts u s to 
LEARN from th em .  J u s t a s m u ch a s God in s p ired th e wr iters lon g a go to WRITE th es e s tor ies , s o 
a ls o does God in s p ire u s toda y to UNDERSTAND th es e s tor ies .  An d th e u n ders ta n d in g God wou ld 
have us gain from this story of Nathan’s confrontation of David and his sin is, I believe, threefold.  

Fir s t of a ll, I th in k th e s tory of Na th a n ’s con fron ta t ion of Da vid ’s s in fu ln es s wou ld h a ve u s 
u n ders ta n d th a t SIN HAS CONSEQUENCES.  An d if a n yon e t r ies to tell you oth erwis e, don ’t lis ten 
to th em …beca u s e it s u re won ’t be th e Lord ta lk in g to you .  Th e s tory of Da vid a n d Ba th s h eba a n d 
Ur ia h a n d Na th a n s a ys very clea r ly to u s th a t th ere is a PRICE TO BE PAID FOR SINFULNESS.  
An d often t im es , th a t p r ice…th os e con s equ en ces …a re lon g la s t in g, a ffect in g n ot on ly OUR lives , bu t 
th e lives of th os e we love for yea rs a n d yea rs to com e.  Wh ich wa s p recis ely wh a t h a ppen ed to 
Da vid .  “Becau s e of y our s in , David , the s w ord s h all never d epart from y ou house!” Na th a n told h im .  
Mea n in g?  Th ere a re CONSEQUENCES.  Th ere is a p r ice to be pa id .  An d a s you rea d on in th e 
Da vid s a ga , you begin to fin d ou t wh a t th os e con s equ en ces a re – fa m ily tu rm oil a n d t ra gedy…ra p e 
a n d reven ge…a n ou t of con trol s on …a s on wh o bet ra ys h is fa th er a n d d r ives th a t fa th er from h is 
throne.  Surely David would experience the consequences of his sinfulness in the terrible grief of his 
own household.   

An d if you s om eh ow th in k th e s a m e or s im ila r con s equ en ces of s in fu l a ct ion s don ’t h a ppen 
in OUR h ou s eh olds toda y, you ’re s im ply t ryin g to pu ll th e wool over you r own eyes .  S in is s in a n d 
con s equ en ces a re con s equ en ces – wh eth er it ’s Da vid com m it t in g th em lon g a go…or ou r com m it t in g 
th em toda y.  Th e s im ple, ba s ic t ru th is th a t SIN HAS CONSEQUENCES.  An d if you ’re n ot rea dy to 
a ccep t th os e con s equ en ces , th en p lea s e, for h ea ven ’s s a ke…for you r OWN s a ke…for EVERYONE’S 
s a ke…th in k twice…th ree t im es …a THOUSAND t im es before you com m it th e s in .  Kin g Da vid h a s 
been dea d a n d in h is gra ve for n ea r ly th ree th ou s a n d yea rs .  Bu t th e m es s a ge h e offers u s toda y is 
ju s t powerfu l a n d t ru e a n d m odern a n d u p -to-da te a s if h e were s ta n d in g before u s r igh t th is very 
minute.  Please DON’T try to find out for yourself.  Simply take David’s word for it!  There is HELL to 
pay for sin!   

Th e s econ d m es s a ge th is por t ion of th e Da vid s tory wou ld offer u s toda y, I th in k , is th is :  
Th ou gh s in cer ta in ly h a s it s con s equ en ces , THERE IS FORGIVENESS.  Wh en we RECOGNIZE ou r 
s in fu ln es s …wh en we ADMIT ou r wron gdoin g…wh en we CONFESS th e er ror of ou r wa ys , God WILL 
forgive u s .  Wh ich is p recis ely wh a t th e p roph et Na th a n s a id to Da vid .  “The Lord forgives y ou , 
David.  You will not die.”  

Now, you wa n t to kn ow h ow con s is ten t God is ?  A th ou s a n d yea rs AFTER Da vid…on e 
THOUSAND years later…the Evangelist John echoed the very SAME message from the Lord:  

“If w e s ay w e h ave no s in , w e d eceive ours elves and th e tru th is not in u s .  Bu t…BUT… 
if w e CONFES S our s in , God w ill k eep h is  prom is e an d d o w h at is righ t!   
God w ill FORGIVE our s in and purify u s from our w ron gd oing.”   (1 Jn. 1:9)    

Pla in a n d s im ple, THERE IS FORGIVENESS FOR OUR SIN WHEN WE CONFESS THAT SIN 
BEOFRE THE LORD.  Da vid ’s s in , rega rd les s of it s cos t lin es s , wa s n ot s u fficien t for God to give u p 
on h im .  On th e con t ra ry, God loved Da vid a ll th e m ore!  How m u ch MORE th en will God forgive 
a n d love u s beca u s e of ou r fa ith in J es u s Ch r is t , God’s s on , ou r Lord a n d Sa vior , wh o, th e 
scriptures tell us, “came into the world to SAVE sinners!” (1 Tim. 2:15)  

Now, does th a t m ea n th a t God’s forgiven es s ta kes a wa y th e CONSEQUENCES of ou r s in ?  
Well, David’s story tells us otherwise.   

Th ou gh Da vid recogn ized a n d con fes s ed h is s in …a n d th ou gh th e Proph et Na th a n a s s u red 
David of God’s forgiveness…David STILL had to live with the CONSEQUENCES of his actions.  Right 
after assuring David of God’s forgiveness, he immediately goes on to tell him:   
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“…BUT because you have shown contempt for the Lord by the sinful things  
y ou h ave d one, the ch ild in B ath s heba’s w om b w ill d ie .”  

In oth er words , th ou gh th ere IS forgiven es s , th ere a re STILL con s equ en ces .  Forgiven es s …YES!  
Removal of consequences…NO!  

And finally, the third lesson I see coming out of the story of Nathan’s confrontation of David’s 
sinfulness is this:  OUR GOD CAN BRING GOOD EVEN OUT OF THE WORST OF OUR SINS.  Pure 
a n d s im ple, ou r s in fu ln es s …ou r doin g evil in th e s igh t of God…ou r m es s in g u p a n d fa ilin g to wa lk 
in th e wa y of th e Lord…n o m a t ter HOW BAD it is …ca n NEVER u n do God’s will a n d wa y in th e 
wor ld .  It m a y give God a tem pora ry s etba ck , perh a ps .  Bu t it ca n NEVER defea t God’s in ten t ion for 
good.  

Let m e s h ow you wh a t I m ea n with th e s tory of Da vid .  Yes , Da vid s in n ed by lu s t in g a fter 
Ba th s h eba .   Yes , h e com m it ted a du ltery by ta k in g a n oth er m a n ’s wife a s h is own wh en h e a lrea dy 
h a d eigh t oth er wives a n d cou n t les s con cu b in es to s a t is fy even h is grea tes t des ires .  Yes , h e lied 
a n d deceived a n d m a n ipu la ted poor , u n s u s pect in g Ur ia h a n d th en , wh en h is deceit a n d con n ivin g 
d idn ’t work , h e h a d h im k illed u n der th e gu is e of wa r .  Yes , Da vid d id ALL of th in gs …a n d m ore.  
An d HORRIBLE con s equ en ces ca m e from it a ll:  dea th …ra pe…m u rder…rebellion a n d d is a r ra y for 
n ot on ly th e h ou s e of Da vid , bu t for th e en t ire n a t ion of Is ra el for m a n y yea rs to com e.  AHH!  Bu t 
look wh a t ELSE ca m e of it a ll…a ll beca u s e God RFUSED to let Da vid ’s s in fu ln es s defea t God’s will 
and God’s way in the world.  

After Da vid a n d Ba th s h eba ’s fir s t ch ild d ied , Da vid com for ted h is wife a n d s lep t with h er .  
An d s h e beca m e p regn a n t a ga in .  On ly THIS t im e, God BLESSED th eir u n ion a n d Ba th s h eba bore 
David a child…a son…whom David named Solomon.  And as the scriptures tell us:  

“The Lord loved the boy and com m and ed th e prophe t Na th an to n am e the boy Jed id iah ,  
which in Hebrew means ‘Beloved of the Lord’ because the Lord loved him.” 1 Sam. 12:24-25  

An d , if you rem em ber you r Bib le s tor ies from you r ch ildh ood , you will rem em ber th a t Solom on wa s 
wise and good and ruled Israel with the same king of love for the Lord that had been so much a part 
of his father, David.  

Bu t of even GREATER s ign ifica n ce, you s ee, wa s Solom on ’s gra n ds on …Da vid ’s GREAT 
gra n ds on m a n y gen era t ion s down th e lin e…th e ch ild wh o wou ld be born n ea r ly a THOUSAND yea rs 
after David in the little village of Bethlehem…all because he was of the house and lineage of David.   

In s p ite of Da vid ’s s in in th is wh ole s ord id ch a p ter of h is life, God wa s a b le to b r in g th e 
grea tes t good ever offered to God’s good crea t ion : Ch r is t J es u s , ou r Lord…wh o wa s a n d is a n d s h a ll 
ALWAYS be n oth in g les s th a n God’s gra ciou s res pon s e to even ou r GREATEST s in .  An d in h im 
th ere is FORGIVENESS…a n d th ere is LIFE – n ot on ly for Da vid lon g a go…bu t for you a n d m e 
toda y…EVEN wh en we a re a t ou r wors t…EVEN wh en we too, like Da vid , s tu m ble a n d s in a n d fa ll 
fa r s h or t of th e glory of God .  EVEN THEN…th ou gh th ere a re con s equ en ces to pa y…th ere IS 
forgiven es s …a n d th ere is LIFE – life ABUNDANT in THIS life…a n d life ETERNAL in th e life to com e.  
So thanks be to God who gives US the victory through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

To Him be ALL glory, honor, majesty and power, both now and forever more!  Amen!          
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