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Now, n o dou b t , it is a s t ra n ge lit t le s tory th a t J es u s told .  Ten you n g wom en , a ll wa it in g 
a rou n d for th e groom to a r r ive a t th e wedd in g pa r ty.  Th e n igh t grows lon g.  Th eir la m ps bu rn low.  
Fin a lly, in th e wee h ou rs of th e m orn in g, th e groom a r r ives .  Bu t five of th e you n g m a iden ’s la m ps 
h a ve gon e ou t!  On ly th os e wh o h a ve b rou gh t ext ra oil a re rea dy for th e pa r ty to fin a lly begin .  Th e 
oth ers fra n t ica lly ru n to get m ore oil, bu t by th en , it is too la te.  Th e  doors a re clos ed a n d locked .  
An d wh en th e five foolis h b r ides m a ids kn ock a n d beg to com e in , th e b r idegroom tells th em h e 
does n ’t even KNOW th em .  An d J es u s con clu des th e s tory by s a yin g:  “W ATCH therefore, for y ou 
know neither the day nor the hour of his coming.”  

It is, to be sure a story about WAITING…about BEING PREPARED… 
a bou t h a vin g SUFFICIENT RESOURCES to with s ta n d a lon g dela y.  It is a les s on a bou t bein g 
READY when the time comes and the need arises.  

But waiting is never easy, is it?  
Ma t th ew’s ch u rch wa s get t in g t ired of wa it in g.  Th e fir s t few da ys a fter J es u s ’ dea th a n d 

res u r rect ion were a t im e of ea ger a n t icipa t ion a n d expecta t ion .  Th e ch u rch ea ger ly looked forwa rd 
to th e retu rn of Ch r is t… th e en d of th e a ge…th e t r iu m ph of God…a n d th e es ta b lis h m en t of God ’s 
kingdom…God’s rule over all creation.  They thought it would happen soon…and VERY SOON!  

Bu t th en , th e da ys beca m e weeks .  Th e weeks beca m e m on th s .  Th e m on th s beca m e 
yea rs …a n d STILL th e b r idegroom d id n ot com e.  S t ill J es u s d id n ot retu rn .  As a res u lt , th e 
excitem en t…th e a n t icipa t ion …th e ea ger lon gin g for Ch r is t ’s retu rn bega n to dwin d le.  Th e peop le 
bega n to loos e in teres t .  An d th e ch u rch bega n to doze off, s o to s pea k…ju s t a s J es u s kn ew it 
wou ld .  Th e wa it wa s lon ger th a n th ey h a d expected .  Th eir la m ps bega n to flicker , you s ee.  Th eir 
fla m es bega n to bu rn low. An d it s oon beca m e a ppa ren t th a t it wa s goin g to ta ke m ore th a n on e 
la m p fu ll of oil to m a ke it ‘t il wh en ever it wa s th a t Ch r is t wou ld com e a ga in .  So th e gos pel wr iter 
Matthew, channeling the voice of Jesus, says to the church:  

“Do you have enough oil in your lamp?” or, to put it more bluntly,  
“Do you have enough faith for the wait?”  
Th e wa it for Ch r is t ’s retu rn …for J es u s ’ “com in g a ga in ”, of cou rs e, goes on toda y.  We 

m ea s u re it n ow n ot in deca des , bu t in cen tu r ies – TWENTY of th em …a n d STILL J es u s h a s n ’t 
returned…at least not in glory…from on high, that is.  And so we wait…and WAIT…and WAIT!  

Qu ite fra n k ly, h owever , m os t peop le I kn ow don ’t even th in k m u ch a bou t J es u s ’ retu rn 
a n ym ore.  Oh , I kn ow th e m illen n ielis t do.  An d I kn ow th ere a re a ll k in ds of “kooks ” a n d “cra zies ” 
out th ere wh o a re con s ta n t ly t ryin g to rea d th e s ign of th e t im es s o th ey ca n p red ict wh en Ch r is t 
will com e r id in g down ou t of th e s ky on h is fiery wh ite s ta llion with s m oke bellowin g ou t h is 
n os t r ils .  Bu t th e n ot ion th a t J es u s m igh t a ctu a lly retu rn a n yt im e s oon s t r ikes m a n y peop le a s 
s ligh t ly “s t ra n ge.”  Mos t Ch r is t ia n s I kn ow s im ply don ’t pa y a ll th a t m u ch a t ten t ion to th is “retu rn 
of J es u s ” bu s in es s th a t s o ca p t iva ted a n d worr ied th e ea r ly Ch r is t ia n s of Ma t th ew’s ch u rch s om e 
two th ou s a n d yea rs a go.  Oh , we kn ow it ’s goin g to h a ppen .  We kn ow J es u s is goin g to retu rn 
SOMETIME.  Th e Bib le h a s told u s th a t .  Bu t even J es u s h im s elf s a id “bu t of th a t d ay and of th a t 
hour NO ONE KNOW S , not even the s on , bu t on ly the Fa th er w ho is in heaven .”  An d r igh t n ow, He’s 
n ot tellin g WHEN it ’s goin g to h a ppen .  So we don ’t s pen d a lot of t im e th in k in g a bou t it or 
preparing for it or anticipating it.  We simply live our lives in the faith that the future belongs to  
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God a n d th a t u lt im a tely, God’s Kin gdom WILL com e a n d th a t God’s will WILL BE DONE on ea r th , 
even as it is in heaven.  We simply try our best to keep on keeping on for as long as we can with this 
thing called faith.  But that, of course, makes the question all the more pressing:  

“Do you have enough oil in your lamp?”   
“Do you have enough faith for your journey?”  
To be s u re, we n eed a fa ith th a t is goin g to la s t…a fa ith th a t h a s s om e perm a n en ce a n d 

s ta b ility to it…a fa ith th a t will h old u p a n d h old on in th e “m ea n t im e” in wh ich we live…th e t im e 
between Ch r is t ’s com in g a n d Ch r is t ’s com in g a ga in in glory.  We n eed a fa ith th a t is s t ron g a n d 
sure…firm and fast…a faith that has staying power…a faith that will not “burn out” as the  
night grows long and the bridegroom hasn’t yet come.  

I had a friend in college.  Maybe I’ve told you about him before.  A neat guy.  Good looking.  A 
lot of fu n .  Bu t like m a n y you n g peop le wh o grew u p in th e tu rbu len t 1960’s , h e felt th a t s om eth in g 
wa s m is s in g in h is life…th a t th ere wa s s om e t ru th …s om e m ea n in g to life for wh ich h e n eeded to 
s ea rch .  He t r ied d ru gs , a n d th a n k goodn es s , fou n d ou t before it wa s a too la te th a t th a t wa s 
litera lly a dea d en d  After we wen t to In d ia to s tu dy in ou r s oph om ore yea r , h e t r ied ea s tern 
religion s …Hin du is m …Bu ddh is m …even s om e of th e Ch in es e a n d J a pa n es e religion s .  Bu t th os e 
didn’t work for him either.  And then he tried Jesus.  I used that word “tried” intentionally, because, 
in a ll h on es ty,  th a t ’s a ll it rea lly wa s …ju s t a n oth er h a lf-h ea r ted a t tem pt to fin d s om e a n s wers to 
th e qu es t ion s of life.  For a wh ile, h e wa s on e of th e m os t religiou s peop le I kn ew…rea d in g h is Bib le 
con s ta n t ly…goin g to ch u rch religiou s ly…pra yin g con t in u a lly.  Th e p rob lem wa s , it d idn ’t la s t .  
Wh en Da ve fou n d ou t Ch r is t ia n ity d idn ’t m a gica lly s olve a ll h is p rob lem s or give h im a ll th e 
a n s wers to life in a n ice n ea t lit t le ten -s tep p rogra m , h e let it go by th e wa ys ide.  J es u s beca m e for 
h im ju s t on e m ore pa s s in g fa d in th e lon g pa ra de of a t tem pts to fin d res t for h is s ou l.  His fa ith , 
th ou gh it bu rn ed b r igh t ly for a s h or t t im e, h a d n o “s ta yin g power” for th e lon g h a u l.  He s im ply 
didn’t have enough oil for his lamp.  

A s u pern ova is a s ta r th a t colla ps es in on it s elf.  For a wh ile, it bu rn s b r illia n t ly, with th e 
en ergy of a m illion s u n s .  Bu t th en it qu ick ly fa des .  With in weeks , or m on th s a t th e m os t , th e 
b r illia n ce is gon e…its en ergy expen ded…exh a u s ted of it s s u pp ly of fu el.  It is im pres s ive, to s a y th e 
least.  It’s dramatic, to be sure.  But it is short-lived.  It just doesn’t last.  

  “Do you have enough oil in your lamp?”    
  “Do you have enough faith for your journey?” 
It is ea s y, s om et im es , to fin d ou rs elves u n prepa red for th e lon g h a u l of life.  It ’s ea s y to 

u n deres t im a te wh a t is goin g to be requ ired of u s or ou r fa ith .    Ma ybe a cr is is com es to tes t ou r 
fa ith …to ch a llen ge ou r belief…to ch eck ou t ou r devot ion a n d loya lty to th e Lord .  Or m a ybe it ’s ju s t 
th e per il of ord in a ry da ys wh ere th e h u m -dru m rou t in e of life h a s a n in s id iou s wa y of lu llin g u s to 
s leep .  As life goes on …a n d on …a n d on , we s om et im es grow t ired a n d wea ry.  Da ys becom e 
weeks …weeks becom e m on th s …m on th s becom e yea rs .  An d STILL we don ’t rea lly FEEL th e Lord’s 
p res en ce in ou r lives .  An d we begin to won der , “Does m y faith m ak e an y d ifference?  W hy d o I k eep 
w aiting on Jes us to com e in to m y life?  W h at’s the poin t of k eeping m y lam p BURNING all the tim e?”  
Bu t th en , ju s t wh en we a re begin n in g to n od off…in th e da rkes t h ou r of th e n igh t wh en ou r la m ps 
are burning low…we may just discover that we need the light THEN more than ever.   

You kn ow, th e Apos t le Pa u l com pa red th e life of fa ith to a ra ce…a foot ra ce, to be exa ct .  “I 
h ave run the race,” h e told h is d is cip le Tim oth y. (2Tim .4 :7 )  If we p res s ed h im on th e m a t ter , I 
s u s pect th a t h e wou ld tell u s th a t th e ra ce is n ot s o m u ch a s h or t -d is ta n ce s p r in t , a s it is a long-
d is ta n ce m a ra th on .  Not over qu ick ly, th e ra ce goes on a n d on , to th e poin t th a t , th e on e ru n n in g it 
n eeds a t rem en dou s a m ou n t of s tored u p en ergy…a grea t dea l of in n er res erves …to fin is h it .  So let 
me ask you again: 
   “Do you have enough oil in your lamp?”  

“Do you have enough faith for your journey?”    
Are you a short-distance sprinter in the Christian faith or one who is in it for the long haul?  Do you 
h a ve a fa ith th a t will la s t u n t il Ch r is t com es in to you r life a ga in …th a t will s ee you th rou gh to th e 
tou gh t im es …even th rou gh th e da rkes t h ou rs of th e n igh t?  Or do you fin d you r la m p begin n in g to 
flicker because it’s about to run out of oil?   
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It m a y go with ou t s a yin g, of cou rs e, bu t I’m goin g to s a y it a n ywa y!  Fa ith fu ln es s is a 
LIFETIME voca t ion .  Th e s cen ery on th e s ta ge of life is con s ta n t ly ch a n gin g.  We go to s ch ool for 
what seems like an eternity…and then we graduate…get a job…move into a place of our own.  Some 
of u s get m a rr ied…perh a ps even h a ve ch ild ren .  An d th en , before we kn ow it , th e ch ild ren a re 
grown …off a t s ch ool…off to work…a n d a re m a rr ied , with ch ild ren of th eir own .  After work in g for 
th ir ty or for ty yea rs or s o, we ret ire.  After s h a r in g a lifet im e with a s pou s e, we fin d ou rs elves a lon e.  
After ALWAYS having our parents there, we wake up on day and find they are no longer there.  After 
yea rs of s ym pa th izin g with a n d s u ppor t in g fr ien ds a n d loved on es wh en th e doctor h a s s a id th e 
d rea ded word “Ca n cer ,” s u dden ly th e doctor ’s s a yin g it to US.  An d it is th en …PRECISELY 
THEN…that Jesus’ question become important:    

“Do you have enough oil in your lamp?”  
“Do you have enough faith for your journey?”  
Th ere a re, to be s u re, d ifferen t s ea s on s in th is th in g ca lled life…ea ch with it s own 

oppor tu n it ies a n d ch a llen ges a n d dem a n ds .  An d th ere is s u rely wis dom in bein g a wa re of th e 
ch a n ges th a t a wa it u s …of PREPARING for th e ch a n ge of s cen ery th a t is con s ta n t ly h a ppen in g in 
our lives.   

Bu t th ere is on e th in g to wh ich you a n d I a re ca lled th a t does NOT ch a n ge.  Th rou gh a ll th e 
seasons of life, we are called to be FAITHFUL to the presence of God in our lives…to OPEN ourselves 
to th e love a n d gra ce of God…a n d to RESPOND to th a t love a n d gra ce by livin g lovin g, gra ce-filled 
lives n ot on ly towa rd God , bu t towa rd th os e a rou n d u s a s well.  It is a LIFETIME voca t ion .  
Fa ith fu ln es s is ou r con t in u in g in vita t ion a n d oppor tu n ity th rou gh a ll th e ch a n ges wh ich life b r in gs 
ou r wa y.  In ea ch a n d every a ge a n d s ta ge of life, th e qu es t ion we fa ce is wh eth er ou r fa ith is s t ron g 
enough to see us through?  In other words:   

“Do you have enough oil in your lamp?”     
To tell you the truth, I have known some folks…and I’m sure you have too…who not only had 

en ou gh oil for THEMSELVES…bu t even h a d extra oil to s h a re…people wh o, wh en th e n igh t got lon g 
a n d th e da rkn es s deep , were a b le to keep th e la m p of fa ith bu rn in g b r igh t ly…n ot on ly for 
themselves…but for everyone around them as well.  And I’ve come to the conclusion that what those 
peop le h a ve in com m on is th a t kn ow th e SOURCE of fa ith …th ey kn ow wh ere to go wh en th e n ight 
gets long…when the oil begins to run low…and when the flame begins to flicker.  They know the one 
wh o crea ted th e ligh t a n d ca lled it good .  Th ey kn ow th e on e wh o wa s a n d IS th e ligh t of th e 
wor ld…th e on e wh os e ligh t s h in es in th e da rkn es s a n d th e da rkn es s h a s NEVER pu t it ou t .  An d it 
is to THAT light that those people are constantly going to keep their lamps of faith burning brightly.  

Th ere is a n old gos pel/ ca m p/ VBS s on g th a t ’s a lwa ys been a fa vor ite of m in e…th e tu n e of 
wh ich h a s been ra t t lin g a rou n d in m y h ea d a ll week .  Perh a ps you kn ow it a s well.  An d th ou gh we 
often th in k of it a s a cu te ch ild ren ’s s on g, it is , in rea lity, a s on g of grea t m ea n in g a n d s ign ifica n ce.  
It is a s on g wh ich is , in rea lity, a PRAYER to th e on e wh o is th e very SOURCE of ligh t…th e on e 
whose return we await with our lamps of faith burning brightly.  It goes like this:   

Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning…burning…burning!  
Give me oil in my lamp, I pray!  (Hallelujah!)  
Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning…burning…burning!  
Keep me burning til the break of day!  

Will you pray with me:   

Give us oil, Gracious God, for the darkness of the night!  
Give us light, sufficient for the wait.  
Give us faith…enough, and plenty to spare, we pray!  
In the name of Him who is the oil…the light…the faith,   

even Christ Jesus, our Lord, whose coming into  
our hearts and minds and lives we live and celebrate 
EVERY day.  

In His Holy name we pray, Amen!  

(Ideas and thoughts used in this sermon inspired by “Did You Bring Any Extra Oil?”, Michael W. Mooty, pp. 17-19, Biblical Preaching Journal, Fall 1993  
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