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It is n ow th e s econ d Su n da y AFTER Ch r is tm a s , a n d Ch r is tm a s , for a ll in ten ts a n d pu rpos es is 
OVER.  Oh , I kn ow!  Litu rgica lly, th e Ch r is tm a s s ea s on is SUPPOSED to la s t 12 da ys AFTER 
Ch r is tm a s …u n t il Eph iph a n y…J a n u a ry 6 th.  THAT’S wh en we’re s u ppos ed to pu t u p th e ligh ts a n d 
decora te ou r h om es a n d s in g a ll th os e Ch r is tm a s ca rols a n d celeb ra te with gifts a n d pa r t ies .  Bu t , wh en 
you begin get t in g rea dy for Ch r is tm a s in th e m idd le of OCTOBER, it ’s n o WONDER we ten d to wa n t it a ll 
over with by th e s econ d Su n da y AFTER Ch r is tm a s .  After n ea r ly two a n d a h a lf m on th s of th is 
“Christm a s ” th in g, it is , qu ite fra n k ly, t im e to m ove on to oth er th in gs .  Wh ich is , a fter a ll, exa ct ly wh a t 
happens in the Christmas story as well.  

GONE a re th e s h eph erds ou t in th e fields keep in g wa tch over th eir flocks by n igh t .  GONE a re th e 
Wis e Men from th e Ea s t wh o ca m e to wors h ip before th e n ew-born k in g.  GONE is th e s weet ba by J es u s 
on the sweet smelling hay of Bethlehem’s manger because there was no room for him in the inn.  After all, 
Christmas is OVER and the signs of its passing are all around us.  

Th e ca n d les on ou r Adven t Wrea th h a ve a ll been lit , s o th ere’s n oth in g left to a n t icipa te. Th e 
poin s et t ia s , wh a t’s left of th em , h a ve a ll s ta r ted to tu rn yellow a n d d rop th eir lea ves , m a k in g a m es s a ll 
over everywh ere.  Th e Ch r is tm a s gifts th a t were s o ca refu lly s elected or m a de before th e h olida ys h a ve a ll 
been pu t to u s e…or pu t a wa y on s om e clos et s h elf…or , if th e t ru th were kn own , p roba b ly retu rn ed to th e 
s tore in th a t m a d s cra m ble ca lled th e “a fter -Ch r is tm a s exch a n ge!”  After a ll, th e m erch a n ts a re a lrea dy to 
begin n in g to s h ow th eir SPRING fa s h ion s , don ’t you kn ow!  An d th ou gh th e Ch r is m on t rees a n d oth er 
green ery a re s t ill before u s h ere in th e s a n ctu a ry, MOST of u s h a ve a lrea dy begu n th e la bor iou s ta s k of 
ta k in g down a n d pu t t in g a wa y a ll th os e won derfu l decora t ion s we s o joyou s ly a n d ca refu lly pu t u p before 
Ch r is tm a s .  “Get th a t s tu ff OUT of here,” I h ea rd a wom a n s a y th e oth er da y of th e Ch r is tm a s decora t ion s 
still hanging in a store.  “Don’t th ey k now Chris tm as is OVER alread y ?!”   

Ah yes !  We do s o m u ch bet ter with th e a n t icipa t ion …with th e get t in g READY for…with th e look in g 
FORWARD to…than we do with the event once it’s actually here, and then over and done with! 

An d WHY NOT?  It ’s a NEW YEAR a fter a ll a n d t im e to look to th e fu tu re…tim e to pu t th e past 
beh in d u s a n d look AHEAD…tim e to let bygon es be bygon es a n d look forwa rd with ea ger a n t icipa t ion to 
wh a t th e da ys to com e h a ve in s tore.  Th a t’s wh a t New Yea r’s is a ll a bou t , is n ’t it?  “Forge tting w h at lies 
beh ind and s tra in ing forw ard to w h at lies ahead,” as the Apostle Paul so appropriately put it.  

An d yet , before we get too fa r a wa y from th e “old” of Ch r is tm a s a n d in to th e “n ew” of th e New Yea r , 
th ere s eem s to be on e la s t m es s a ge from Ch r is tm a s th a t we n eed to h ea r…n eed to 
rem em ber…PRECISELY BECAUSE it a pp lies s o m u ch to wh a t we fa ce a s we look towa rd a ll th a t lies 
a h ea d .  Beca u s e wh ile look in g a h ea d…look in g forwa rd…ca rr ies with it a lot of a n t icipa t ion …a grea t dea l 
of ea gern es s a n d m u ch h opefu ln es s for a b r igh t n ew da y…for a bet ter fu tu re perh a ps th a n th e pa s t h a s 
been …it ALSO ca r r ies with it a n equ a l a m ou n t of n ervou s n es s , a n xiety a n d worry a s well…precis ely 
because NONE of us know what the future holds.   Oh, to be sure, the prognosticators and forecasters   
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a n d ta lk in g h ea ds a n d polit ica l pu n d its …n ot to m en t ion th e ps ych ics a n d s ooth s a yers a n d a s t rologers 
a n d s eers …will a ll t ry a n d TELL u s wh a t th e fu tu re h olds .  Bu t th e t ru th of th e m a t ter is th a t THEY don ’t 
kn ow wh a t lies a h ea d a n y m ore th a n a n y of th e res t of u s kn ow…m u ch les s wh eth er it will a ctu a lly BE 
that “Happy New Year” we so often wish each other at this time of the year.  

Ou r h ope…ou r PRAYER, of cou rs e, is th a t 2011 WILL prove to be a good yea r .  For s om e of u s , n o 
dou b t , th in gs ca n on ly get bet ter .  After a ll th e t r ia ls a n d t r ibu la t ion s , t rou b le a n d t ra gedy we fa ced in 
2010 , 2011 is BOUND to be a n im provem en t…or s o we h ope…a n d p ra y!  We h ope a n d p ra y th a t ou r 
h ea lth rem a in s good – or even gets bet ter…th a t ou r loved on es will be h a ppy a n d ou r ch ild ren will b e 
s a fe…th a t th e econ om y will bou n ce ba ck a n d con t in u e to im prove…th a t we’ll fin a lly fin d a job to s u ppor t 
ou rs elves a n d ou r fa m ilies …or th a t th e on e we h a ve will rem a in s ecu re in th e m ids t of u n cer ta in t im es .  
We h ope a n d p ra y th a t th e wor ld will be a t pea ce…th a t th e cu r ren t “h ot s pots ”  -- Afgh a n is ta n , Korea , 
Som a lia , th e Midd le Ea s t – will kn ow s om e m ea s u re of s ta b ility ra th er th a n boilin g over in to fu r th er 
es ca la t ion of m ilita ry a ct ion .  We p ra y n o p la n es will cra s h …n o h u rr ica n es or torn a dos will s t r ike…n o 
floods will ra va ge th e cou n trys ide…n o ea r th qu a kes wreck h a voc a n d des t ru ct ion in th e lives of in n ocen t 
people.    

We p ra y th a t God’s Sp ir it m igh t con t in u e to res t u pon a n d res iden t with in ou r ch u rch fa m ily th a t 
our congregation will continue to grow and prosper…not only in numbers as new members join our family 
of fa ith …bu t in s p ir itu a lity…in com m itm en t…in love a n d ca re a n d con cern n ot on ly for ou r Lord a n d 
Savior – that’s always the first and foremost priority – but for one another and those around us as well.  

And…AND…we hope that Ohio State will playing in the National Championship game next year…or 
a lea s t th e Ros e Bowl wh ere th ey r igh t ly belon g…in s tea d of s om e m in or , podu n k ga m e like th e Su ga r 
Bowl, for h ea ven ’s s a ke.  Alth ou gh with Tyrell Pryor a n d fou r oth er p la yers s u s pen ded for th e fir s t five 
ga m es for “im proper a ct ivit ies ,” th a t h ope s eem s HIGHLY u n likely…u n les s , of cou rs e, God s u dden ly 
decides to grants Jim Tressel the power to work miracles!   

ALL of th es e th in gs …a n d s o m a n y m ore…a re pa r t a n d pa rcel of ou r h opes a n d d rea m s …a n d m os t 
of all our PRAYERS as we stand here on the threshold of this new year.  

And yet, none of us KNOW, do we?  None of us can be SURE, can we? 
Wh a t DOES lie a h ea d for u s in 2011?  Will it a ctu a lly BE a “Happy New Year” – on e filled with joy a n d 
peace…h ope a n d h a pp in es s ?  Or will it be a yea r of s or row a n d s a dn es s …tra gedy a n d tea rs th a t we’d ju s t 
a s s oon n ever h a ve h a d to live th rou gh ?  Wh o KNOWS?   We DON’T kn ow!  An d BECAUSE we don ’t 
kn ow…beca u s e we CAN’T be s u re, fa cin g th e n ew yea r…fa cin g wh a t lies a h ea d…brin gs with it a cer ta in 
a m ou n t of a n xiety, a s well a s a n t icipa t ion …con cern , a s well a s ea gern es s …worry, a s well a s h opefu ln es s .   
Th e fu tu re, in rea lity, is a n open book…a b la n k pa ge wa it in g to be filled…a n u n kn own com m odity yet to 
be discovered and determined.   

An d th a t is PRECISELY wh y th e m es s a ge of Ch r is tm a s s t ill n eeds to be h ea rd a n d wh y it h a s s u ch 
grea t im por ta n ce a s we look towa rd a ll th e u n kn own s wh ich th e fu tu re h olds .   Beca u s e wh a t th e 
m es s a ge of Ch r is tm a s h a s to s a y to u s TODAY is n oth in g les s th a n th e m es s a ge wh ich wa s lou d ly a n d 
clearly proclaimed nearly 2,000 years ago when Jesus was born.  And that is EMMANUEL…God WITH us.  
God with u s in th e FUTURE, ju s t a s God h a s been with u s in th e PAST…ju s t a s God will be with u s 
through ALL the unknowns that lie ahead in the days to come.  Always and forever, GOD WITH US.   

Th rou gh WHATEVER we fa ce…th rou gh a ll th e u n kn own s a n d u n cer ta in t ies …th rou gh th e joys a n d 
s or rows …tr iu m ph s a n d t ra ged ies …u ps a n d down s …h igh s a n d lows …s u cces s es a n d fa ilu res – God WITH 
us…ALWAYS – bes ide u s …beh in d u s …in fron t of u s …ben ea th u s …a bove u s …with in u s – God will BE 
there – ALWAYS!  Th a t’s th e p rom is e of EMMANUEL, Ch r is t J es u s , ou r Lord , wh o ca m e to ea r th a s th e 
incarnation…the very embodiment of God’s love and care for us ALWAYS! 

Th a t’s th e m es s a ge of Ch r is tm a s we n eed to h ea r…n ot on ly a s Ch r is tm a s is pa cked u p a n d pu t 
a wa y for a n oth er yea r…bu t ESPECIALLY a s we h ea d in to a ll th e u n kn own s th a t th e n ew yea r h olds in 
store – th a t th e On e born of Ma ry a n d la id in a m a n ger beca u s e th ere wa s n o room for h im in th e in n , is 
ALSO th e on e in wh os e h a n ds a re h eld ALL th e da ys of ou r lives …yes terda y, toda y a n d tom orrow.  HE is 
the one who was in the beginning with God…the one through whom all things were made…the one who is 
not on ly th e a u th or of life, bu t th e KEEPER of life, a s well…th e on e in wh os e ca re ou r lives a re ALWAYS 
lived .  He is J es u s , th e Ch r is t , th e on e wh o loved a n d LOVES u s en ou gh to becom e on e WITH u s – livin g 
WITH us and caring FOR us through each and every day that we face.  There is nothing we HAVE faced  
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nor will EVER face when Emmanuel God has not and will not BE there…giving us strength…holding us  
up…offering us hope and courage and joy and peace to see us through WHATEVER may come our way.    

Now, th a t is NOT to s a y th a t God will s om eh ow m a gica lly ta ke AWAY a ll th e d ifficu lt ies a n d 
h a rds h ips th a t th e fu tu re m igh t h a ve in s tore for u s , offer in g u s on ly a life of s weet s m ellin g ros es a n d 
b lu e s k ies forever .  Ou r fa ith n ever p rom is es u s th a t…a n y m ore th a n it p rom is es th a t J es u s will s ta y a 
s weet , in n ocen t ba be in Beth leh em ’s m a n ger .  In s tea d , wh a t ou r fa ith s a ys to u s is th a t n o m a t ter WHAT 
lies ahead…no matter WHAT we face in life…no matter WHAT  the future has in store for us – God will BE 
th ere WITH u s .  For th a t is PRECISELY wh a t God becom in g fles h a n d dwellin g a m on g u s , fu ll of gra ce 
and truth, is all about – EMMANUEL, God WITH us, ALWAYS!  

God is our refuge and strength, the Psalmist wrote,   
a very present help in times of trouble.  

Therefore, we don’t EVER need to be afraid,   
even if we world goes to hell in a handcart   
and life comes tumbling down around us,  

Emmanuel God is with us!  
God becoming flesh is here!     (Psalm 46)  

Th a t’s exa ct ly wh a t th e Apos t le Pa u l wa s t ryin g to con vey to u s with th os e grea t words of fa ith a n d 
hope from Romans which are tailor-made for all the unknown tomorrows that lie ahead:  

Nothing we ever face, now or sometime in the future – neither  
life nor death nor sickness nor tragedy nor unhappiness nor  
sorrow nor disappointment nor failure – NOTHING we ever face  
will EVER be able to separate us from the love of Him who is  
EMMANUEL…God WITH us…ALWAYS!     (Romans 8:38-39)  

Th a t is th e p rom is e of Ch r is tm a s th a t goes fa r beyon d th e decora t ion s bein g ta ken down a n d gifts 
bein g pu t a wa y…th a t exten ds beyon d th e Ch r is tm a s ca rols a n d good will of th e s ea s on …th a t ou t la s ts th e 
fla m e of th e Adven t ca n d les a n d th e poin s et t ia s th a t s h ed th eir lea ves – th e h ope a n d p rom is e of ALL th e 
a ges wh ich is born in to ou r m ids t to let u s kn ow th a t even a s we h ea d in to a ll th e a n t icipa t ion a n d 
a n xiety…ea gern es s a n d con cern …th e h opefu ln es s a n d worry of th e n ew yea r wh ich lies before u s , th a t 
God , th rou gh th e Holy Ch ild of Beth leh em , a n d th e Sa vior h e grew u p to be, is with u s ALWAYS…even to 
the end of time.  

An d s o, good fr ien ds a n d beloved of th e Lord , I in vite you to go for th a n d fa ce ea ch n ew 
begin n in g…ea ch n ew da y of th e yea r th a t lies before you …ca rryin g in you r m in d a n d in you r h ea r t th e 
p rom is e of Em m a n u el…God WITH you , ALWAYS!  Ca rry th e p rom is e of Ch r is tm a s with you da ily, lon g 
a fter th e Ch r is tm a s s ea s on is over a n d don e with a n d pu t on th e s h elf for a n oth er yea r !  Go con fiden t ly 
in to a ll th a t th e com in g yea r h olds in s tore, kn owin g th a t even a s you go for th to fa ce th e n ew yea r , 
Emmanuel, God WITH u s God , is th ere – givin g you th e s t ren gth , th e com for t , th e h ope a n d th e joy you 
need for the living of this and EVERY day, both now and forever more!   

Amen and AMEN!   
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