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Now, let ’s be h on es t a bou t it , s h a ll we?  Th is is a rea lly LOUSY t im e to be h a vin g a 
s tewa rds h ip ca m pa ign , wou ldn ’t you a gree?  I m ea n , REALLY!  Here we a re in th e m ids t of 
s tewa rds h ip s ea s on …TRYING to focu s ou r a t ten t ion on ou r givin g to God th rou gh ou r gifts to th e 
church…wh ile a t th e SAME t im e we CONTINUE to be s m a ck da b in th e m idd le of wh a t m a n y 
econ om ic exper ts tell u s is th e wors t fin a n cia l down tu rn s in ce th e Grea t Depres s ion .  Bu t th en 
a ga in , we don ’t n eed th e econ om ic exper ts to TELL u s th a t eith er , do we?  A s h opp in g t r ip to 
Wa lMa r t or Kroger will tell u s th a t p r ices a re s kyrocket in g a t th e s a m e t im e th a t rea l wa ges a re 
declin in g…or s ta yin g fla t a t bes t .  A qu ick d r ive a rou n d town to s ee h ow m a n y h ou s es a re for s a le 
a n d n ot s ellin g will ea s ily s h ow h ow ba d th e rea l es ta te m a rket CONTINUES to be th es e da ys .  
Unemployment CONTINUES to hover above 9% and the stock market is on a roller coaster, doing all 
k in ds of wild a n d cra zy gyra t ion s depen d in g on wh a t IS h a ppen in g with th e fin a n cia l cr is is in 
Europe…and what’s NOT happening with the financial crisis in Congress.  And while the Dow Jones  
In du s t r ia l Avera ge wa s u p n ea r ly 222 poin ts a t m id-da y on Fr ida y…th e s tock m a rket is STILL m ore 
than 2,000 points below its 14,000 point high of 2007 and uncertainty CONTINUES to rule in many 
peop le’s fin a n cia l wor lds .  Gra n ted , th e Socia l Secu r ity Adm in is t ra t ion DID decla re a 3 .6% cos t of 
livin g a d ju s tm en t for 2012 wh ich will s u rely be GOOD NEWS to th os e wh o depen d on Socia l 
Secu r ity to pu t a roof over th eir h ea ds a n d b rea d on th eir ta b les .  Bu t STILL m a n y oth er wa ge 
ea rn ers HAVEN’T  received in crea s es a n d a re s im ply gla d to even HAVE a job…wa ge in crea s es or 
not!  

Need les s to s a y, of cou rs e, we a re in th e m ids t of s om e econ om ic woes th e likes of wh ich we 
have not seen in several generations.  And while it is certainly not as bad as the Great Depression of 
th e la s t cen tu ry, th e econ om ic exper ts a n d n ews a n a lys ts h a ve ta ken to ca llin g th is per iod of 
d ifficu lt econ om ic t im es th rou gh wh ich we’re cu r ren t ly goin g The Great Reces s ion . Th e on ly b r igh t 
s pot in th e m ids t of it a ll is th a t ga s olin e p r ices h a ve gon e down CONSIDERABLY in recen t m on th s !  
Bu t wa tch ou t!!  No dou b t , th e oil com pa n ies kn ow we’ll s oon be goin g “over the river and th rough 
the w ood s to Grand m other’s hous e” a n d will SURELY m a ke th e p r ice of fillin g u p a t th e pu m p s oa r 
before th e Th a n ks givin g/ Ch r is tm a s h olida y s ea s on !  Is it ju s t m e, or h a s a ll th is n ews of econ om ic 
woe put us ALL into a blue funk lately? 

An d yet , h ere we a re…h ere we a re…tryin g to ru n a STEWARDSHIP ca m pa ign for goodn es s 
s a ke…tryin g to ra is e MONEY for th e ch u rch …a s k in g peop le to GIVE…to give to th e work of God…to 
PLEDGE…to con t in u e givin g wh a t th ey h a ve been givin g if th ey ca n …a n d to INCREASE th eir givin g 
if that is possible…so that we can CONTINUE to try and do the Lord’s work and work the Lord’s will 
in th is t im e a n d in th is p la ce.  Righ t n ow, h owever , is s im ply NOT th e bes t t im e to be a s k in g peop le 
for m on ey.  In fa ct , it m a y be th e very WORST t im e to be a s k in g peop le for m on ey.  An d to be 
per fect ly h on es t with you , s ta n d in g u p h ere in vit in g you a n d en cou ra gin g you to s u ppor t th e work 
of th e ch u rch by m a in ta in in g or even in crea s in g you r t ith es a n d offer in gs is s im ply NOT a very 
com for ta b le th in g for m e to do…ESPECIALLY wh en I kn ow th a t th e b igges t por t ion of th e ch u rch ’s 
bu dget goes to pa y MY s a la ry.  Su rely it m u s t s ou n d like a b ra zen , da r in g, a u da ciou s requ es t to 
m a ke in th e m ids t of s u ch ch a llen gin g econ om ic t im es – a t lea s t it s ou n ds th a t wa y to ME…a n d I’m 
the one standing up here encouraging you to give.  

Bu t les t we th in k we a re th e ONLY on es to h a ve ever been in th is pos it ion , I wa n t u s to tu rn 
our attention to the scriptures…to two stories of economically tough times when God’s people were  
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ALSO en cou ra ged to s u ppor t God’s work in s p ite of th eir econ om ic woes .  An d I wa n t to s a n dwich 
th os e two s tor ies a rou n d s om e words of J es u s th a t I th in k you will fin d very fa m ilia r…bu t wh ich we 
need to be reminded of constantly…at least I need to be reminded of them and maybe you do too!   

1 Kings 17:1-16 
Matthew 6:19-21, 25-33 

2 Corinthians 8:1-5; 9:6-8, 10-11  

Leader:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear – for this is the Word of the Lord! 
    People:  Thanks be to God!  

          Now, of all the brazen, daring, audacious request made by God to His people in the Bible, one 
of th e MOST bra zen …th e MOST da r in g…th e MOST a u da ciou s , it s eem s to m e, is th e requ es t God 
m a de th rou gh His p roph et Elija h to th e Widow of Za reph a th …a widow wh o, beca u s e of th e d rou gh t 
in th e la n d of Is ra el, wa s fa cin g EXTREME fin a n cia l d ifficu lty, a n d wa s , in fa ct , a bou t to s ta rve to 
dea th …both s h e a n d h er s on .  An d yet , in s p ite of h er d ire econ om ic s itu a t ion , God s en ds Elija h to 
th is wom a n n on e-the-les s to requ es t…n o to DEMAND from h er…both wa ter to d r in k a n d b rea d to 
eat, even though, for all intents and purposes, she had little, if anything, to spare. 
           Rem em ber th e s tory with m e if you will.   Th e la n d of Is ra el is bein g ru led by Kin g Ah a b wh o 
ruled over Israel for twenty-two years.  But as the book of 1st Kings tells us:   

King Ahab sinned against the Lord more than any of his predecessors.  
It was not enough for him to sin like King Jeroboam.  He went further  
and married Jezebel, the daughter of King Ethba-al of Sidon, who   
worshiped the false god Ba-al.  Ahab built a temple to Ba-al in   
Samaria and made an altar and put it in the temple.  He also put   
up an image of the goddess Asherah.  He did more to arouse the anger   
of the Lord, the God of Israel than all the kings of Israel before him.    1 Kings 16:29-33   

So God s en t His p roph et Elija h from Tis h be in Gilea d to Kin g Ah a b to a n n ou n ce to h im th a t 
a s a pu n is h m en t for h is s in fu ln es s th ere wou ld be n o ra in u pon th e la n d for th ree yea rs .  An d s o 
th e s k ies over Is ra el d r ied u p a n d s ta yed d ry.  Wh ich m ea n t , to be s u re, th e fin a n cia l a n d m on eta ry 
colla ps e of a n econ om y ba s ed a lm os t en t irely on a gr icu ltu re wh ich , of cou rs e, n eeded ra in to 
survive.  

In a dd it ion to th e d rou gh t , of cou rs e, th ere a ls o ca m e a fa m in e.  No ra in …n o crops .  An d th e 
popu la t ion wa s on th e verge of s ta rvin g to dea th .  Even God’s p roph et Elija h h a d to be fed by th e 
ravens who brought food to Elijah at God’s command.  

Bu t th en God ordered Elija h to go to Za reph a th a n d look for a widow wh om God wou ld 
com m a n d to feed h im .  Upon s eein g a wom a n ga th er in g firewood by th e town ga tes , E lija h s a id to 
her, “W om an , bring m e a little w a ter th a t I m ay h ave s om eth ing to d rink .”  Well, E lija h wa s n o 
du m m y!  He kn ew a s well a s a n ybody th a t wa ter wa s in m igh ty s h or t s u pp ly.  No on e h a d a n y to 
s pa re, es pecia lly for a s t ra n ger wh o h a ppen ed to wa n der in to town .  An d yet , in th os e da ys a n d in 
that culture, the stranger was exactly the one who got the best of what a person had to offer, even if 
it meant that the person had to go without.    

Bu t th en , a s th e wom a n wa s goin g to fetch th e wa ter ju g, E lija h m a de ANOTHER requ es t , 
th is on e even MORE prepos terou s th a n th e fir s t :  “And w h ile y ou’re a t it, bring m e s om e BREAD to 
eat as w ell!”  

Well, with th a t th e wom a n s im p ly HAD to p rotes t .  Wa ter wa s on e th in g…s h e cou ld m a n a ge 
that, even as scarce as water was during the drought.  But BREAD was an entirely different matter.  

“By the liv ing Lord , Your God , I s w ear I d on’t HAVE an y bread ,”  
she said.  “All I h ave is a h and fu l of flour in a bow l and a little b it  
of oil in a jar.  I came here today to gather some firewood in order  
to prepare w h at little I h ave left for m y s on an d m e.  Und oub ted ly 



-3 -    

th is w ill be our las t m eal and then w e s h all s u rely s tarve to d ea th .”  
It wa s a PITITFUL s itu a t ion , to s a y th e lea s t .   Like everyon e els e in th e m ids t of th os e 

d ifficu lt econ om ic t im es , th e widow h a d lit t le or NOTHING to s pa re.  An d yet , h ere wa s Elija h , a 
prophet of God, God’s agent on earth, asking…no DEMANDING, according to how some translations 
pu t it…th a t th is poor widow give u p wh a t lit t le b it s h e a n d h er s on h a d left s o th a t E lija h h im s elf 
could eat.  It was a brazen, audacious request if there ever was one.  

Oh, but the really PREPOSTEROUS request was still to come!  Listen:   

“Don’t w orry !”  Elijah told the woman.  “Go and prepare your meal.  
Bu t FIRS T m ak e a s m all loaf from w h at y ou h ave and bring it to m e.  
And then…THEN prepare w h at is left over for y ou and y our s on .   
For th is is w h at the Lord God of Is rael s ay s :  (And this is the   
part I want you to listen to and listen well!) “The bowl will not   
run ou t of flour nor the jar run ou t of oil before the d ay w hen I,   
the Lord , s end rain upon the land !”   

“S o the w id ow w en t and d id as Elijah h ad told her, and all of them … 
ALL of them …h ad enough food for m an y d ay s .  As th e Lord h ad prom is ed through Elijah , th e 
bow l d id not run ou t of flour nor d id the jar run ou t of oil un til the Lord s en t ra in upon th e land .”   

What we have here, you see, not only for the Widow of Zarepahath, but for us as well…ALL of 
u s wh o a re in th e m ids t of s om e t rou b lin g econ om ic t im es …is a les s on in FAITH…a les s on in 
TRUST…a les s on in pu t t in g GOD a n d GOD’S con cern s FIRST in ou r lives .  Bu t th en , th a t s ou n ds a 
whole lot like what Jesus SAID to do, now doesn’t it?  

“Th is is w h y I te ll y ou , d on’t w orry abou t food and d rin k and w h at y ou 
need to s tay alive…or abou t cloth es for y our bod y .  God k now s y ou need  all thos e th ings .  S o 
in s tead of w orry ing abou t w here y our nex t m eal w ill com e from or w here y ou’re going to ge t 
y our nex t new ou tfit of clothes , be concerned abou t God and w h a t GOD w an ts from y ou .  Pu t 
GOD firs t in y our life an d God w ill provid e y ou w ith ALL y ou really need .” Matthew 6:25-33   

“S o the w id ow w en t and DID as Elijah h ad told her.  And ALL of th em  
ate for many days.  For as the Lord had promised, the bowl did not  
run ou t of flour nor d id the jar run ou t of oil for as long as the   
d rough t las ted .   

Alm os t a th ou s a n d yea rs la ter , in th e ea r ly da ys of th e Ch r is t ia n ch u rch , t im es were tou gh 
th en too.  Pers ecu t ion , res en tm en t , p reju d ice, d is cr im in a t ion , econ om ic d ifficu lty – th ey were ALL 
pa r t of wh a t th os e ea r ly followers of Ch r is t h a d to fa ce, n ot on ly from th e Rom a n Em pire with in 
wh ich th ey lived , givin g th eir loya lty to a Lord FAR grea ter th a n Ca es a r…bu t a ls o from th e J ews 
wh o con s ta n t ly res en ted wh a t wa s s een by m a n y to be lit t le m ore a n u ps ta r t , rebelliou s , defia n t 
m ovem en t with in J u da is m .   An d yet , Pa u l s in gles ou t on e grou p in pa r t icu la r…on e grou p th a t h a d 
fa ced t rem en dou s fin a n cia l ch a llen ges a n d woes …th e Ma cedon ia n Ch r is t ia n s …a n d h e ta lk s a bou t 
how, even in th e MIDST of th eir s t ru ggles a n d d ifficu lt ies …th eir ch a llen ges a n d econ om ic 
woes …th ey open ed th eir h ea r ts …th ey open ed th eir wa llets …th ey open ed th eir pocketbooks …a n d 
they gave generously to the work of God.  Listen again to what Paul wrote:  

I w an t y ou to k now , brothers and s is ters , w h a t God ’s grace h as accom plis hed in the   
churches of Maced on ia .  They h ave been s everely tes ted by the troubles they   
h ave gone through .  Bu t the ir joy is s o great th a t they have been EXTREMELY GENEROUS  
in their giving, even though they were very poor.  I can assure you they gave as much   
as they cou ld , and even MORE th an they cou ld .  Of the ir OW N FREE W ILL, they begged   
an d PLEADED for the priv ilege of h av ing a part in help ing God ’s people in need .  
I te ll y ou , it w as MORE th an w e cou ld h ave ever hoped for!  FIRS T they gave them s elves   
to the Lord … and then , by God ’s w ill, they gave of  them s elves to u s as w ell!     2 Cor. 8:1-5 



-4 -    

Now, I a s k you , wh en wa s th e la s t t im e a n y of US…es pecia lly ME… BEGGED…PLEADED for 
th e p r ivilege of givin g to God’s work in th e wor ld – wh eth er ou t of ou r a bu n da n ce…or ou t of ou r 
pover ty?  Wh a t wa s th e key to it a ll for th os e Ma cedon ia n Ch r is t ia n s ?  Pa u l tells u s :  Even th ou gh 
th ey h a d been s everely tes ted…even th ou gh th ey were very poor…even th ou gh th ey cer ta in ly kn ew 
th e rea lity of econ om ic u n cer ta in ty a n d fin a n cia l woes …th ey begged…th ey p lea ded for th e 
privilege…the PRIVILEGE of giving.  How did they DO it?  “FIRS T, they gave them s elves to the Lord !” 
Pa u l s a id .  “FIRS T, th ey gave th em s elves to the Lord , and then…THEN… they gave them s elves to the 
needs of God’s people!”  

And what was it Jesus said again?    
“Seek FIRST the Kingdom of God!” “Put God FIRST in your life…  
an d God w ill provid e y ou w ith ALL y ou really need .   

Bu t th en Pa u l goes on a s well…offer in g h is rea ders th en …a n d NOW …s om e very logica l, 
practical advice:   

Rem em ber then , th a t the pers on w h o plan ts few s eed s w ill h ave a s m all crop.    
Bu t the one th a t p lan ts m an y s eed s w ill h ave a large crop.   

Now, th a t m a kes s en s e, does n ’t it?!  Noth in g ea r th s h a t ter in g th ere,  is it?  AH!  Bu t lis ten to 
the conclusion Paul draws from that very logical, practical advice:  

   Each of y ou s hou ld GIVE then , as YOU h ave d ecid ed , NOT w ith regre t...  
NOT out of a sense of duty…NOT out of guilt…NOT ou t of obliga tion…   
bu t becau s e y ou W ANT to…becaus e y ou w an t to join God in God ’s 
w ork in the w orld .  For God loves the one w h o gives glad ly .   
God LOVES the one w ho gives GLADLY!   

An d th en lis ten to wh a t Pa u l s a ys n ext , beca u s e th is is m y fa vor ite pa r t…es pecia lly for th os e 
of u s wh o, like h is or igin a l a u d ien ce s om e two th ou s a n d yea rs a go, a re livin g in s om e p ret ty s ca ry 
and intimidating financial times.  Paul writes:   

“And God is able to give y ou MORE th an y ou need , s o th a t y ou w ill ALW AYS h ave all   
that you need for yourself and MORE than enough for every good cause.    
And God, who supplies seed for the sower and  bread to eat, w ill ALS O s upply y ou   
w ith all the s eed y ou need and w ill m ak e it grow and prod uce a rich h arves t   
from your generosity .    

Th e key to it a ll, it s eem s to m e…th e KEY to pu t t in g Pa u l’s words in to p ra ct ice…wh eth er it is 
for Pa u l…FOR Pa u l’s rea ders lon g a go…or for u s toda y…for ANY of u s wh o a re con tem pla t in g h ow 
we a re goin g to give to God in th e m ids t of th es e tu rbu len t fin a n cia l t im es – I’m th orou gh ly 
convinced…is in what JESUS said:   

Seek FIRST the Kingdom of God!” Jesus said.  “Put God FIRST   
in y our life… and God w ill provid e y ou w ith ALL y ou really need .  

Oh, if only we could BELIEVE that!  If only we WOULD believe that!    

Th os e wh o h a ve ea rs to h ea r , let th em h ea r !  For th is , good fr ien ds , is th e Word of th e Lord!    
Thanks be to God! 
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