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Now, I don ’t kn ow h ow it is with you , bu t I ca n ’t h elp bu t WONDER wh eth er th e m ira cle s tor ies in 
th e Bib le don ’t do m ore HARM th a n GOOD.  Oh , th ere a re s om e SPECTACULAR m ira cle s tor ies in th e 
Bib le…th a t ’s for s u re.  Wh eth er it ’s th e pa r t in g of th e Red Sea or J es u s ca lm in g a s torm on th e Sea of 
Ga lilee…wh eth er it s God s en d in g m a n n a from h ea ven or J es u s feed in g th e 5 ,000 with ju s t five loa ves a n d 
two fis h es …wh eth er it ’s th e m ira cu lou s h ea lin gs of th e Old Tes ta m en t or th e m ira cu lou s h ea lin gs of th e 
New Tes ta m en t – th e m ira cles of th e Bib le rem in d u s th a t th ere is a force a t work in th e wor ld th a t is 
beyond anything we can even DARE to imagine.  Whether it’s Jesus raising Jairus’ little daughter from her 
dea th bed…or ca llin g for th La za ru s from th e tom b…every m ira cle in th e Bib le is like a h ole poked in th e 
fa b r ic of ou r ea r th ly life – a s ign …eviden ce…PROOF POSITIVE, if you will…th a t th e Kin gdom of God is 
breaking in around us…that the way things ARE is not always the way things WILL BE…that for one brief, 
s h in n in g m om en t , th e Kin gdom of God is h ere a n d we get to s ee h ow th in gs rea lly a re in th e m in d a n d 
h ea r t of God wh ere th ere IS n o m ore ch a os …n o m ore h u n ger…n o m ore d is ea s e a n d s ickn es s …n o m ore 
dea th …a n d n o m ore s or row…for th os e form er th in gs h a ve a ll pa s s ed a wa y.  Th a t’s wh a t th e Gos pel of 
Mark…and the other Gospels as well…want us to know when they tell us time and time again about Jesus 
m a kin g th e la m e to wa lk…th e b lin d to s ee…feed in g th e h u n gry m a s s es a n d ca lm in g th e ra gin g s ea .  Th ey 
wa n t u s to s ee a n d u n ders ta n d th e POWER th a t is a t h a n d in th is on e n a m ed J es u s , th e Ch r is t…th e wh o 
ca m e n ot on ly to PROCLAIM  th a t th e Kin gdom of God wa s a t h a n d…bu t ca m e to be th e very on e in wh om 
the Kingdom of God FINDS FULLFILLMENT.    

Bu t th e PROBLEM with a ll th os e m ira cle s tor ies , it s eem s to m e, it th a t it ’s s o a wfu lly h a rd to 
WITNESS th em with ou t WANTING on e of you r own .  All of u s kn ow s om eon e wh o is s u ffer in g…s om eon e 
wh o is h u r t in g…s om eon e wh o’s h u n gry…s om eon e wh o is look in g dea th s qu a rely in th e fa ce…s om eon e 
wh o is bein g tos s ed a bou t by th e s torm s of life.  Ma ybe th a t s om eon e is s om e ELSE…or m a ybe it is th e 
s om eon e with in ou rs elves .  Bu t in a n y ca s e, ALL of u s kn ow SOMEONE wh o cou ld u s e a m ira cle.  Bu t 
th en , m ira cles a ren ’t a lwa ys s o ea s y to com e by, n ow a re th ey?  Oh , we ten d to THINK th ey 
a re…ESPECIALLY a fter rea d in g th e Gos pels wh ere it s eem s th a t J es u s is doin g m ira cles a ll over th e 
place…every time you turn around.    

Bu t J es u s is n ’t HERE a n ym ore…a t lea s t n ot ph ys ica lly, a n ywa y…a n d n eith er a re h is MIRACLES.  
Som et im es th ey’re a s s ca rce a s h en ’s teeth .  I often h ere peop le s a y th a t God worked a m ira cle in s a vin g 
someon e’s life a fter a ca r a cciden t…or in a m ira cu lou s h ea lin g a fter s u rgery.  Bu t wh ere wa s th e m ira cle 
Becky DeLa ir p ra yed for wh en h er h u s ba n d Ed h a d a m a s s ive h ea r t a t ta ck th is pa s t Wedn es da y m orn in g 
a n d des p ite h er bes t a t tem pts , s h e cou ldn ’t revive h im ?  An d wh ere wa s th e m ira cle wh en in s tea d of bein g 
s a ved in th e ca r a cciden t , th e 17 yea r old gir l wa s k illed beca u s e h er boyfr ien d wa s d r ivin g too fa s t a n d 
cou ldn ’t m a ke it a rou n d th e ben d in th e roa d a n d s m a s h ed in to a m a s s ive oa k t ree th a t s t ill h a s th e s cars 
of th a t t ra gic n on -m ira cle.  Wh ere wa s th e m ira cle THEN?  Did THOSE peop le n ot p ra y for on e?  Not 
everyon e wh o PRAYS for a m ira cle GETS a m ira cle,  n ow DO th ey?  An d m ea n wh ile, th ere a re peop le wh o 
GET them without seeming to ask for them at all.  

And th a t ’s pa r t of th e PROBLEM with m ira cles , you s ee!  We religiou s peop le ca n ’t STAND th is 
a ppa ren t ra n dom n es s .  So we s pen d a grea t dea l of t im e t ryin g to figu re ou t th e form u la for GETTING a 
m ira cle.  Su rely th ere’s a FORMULA, is n ’t th ere?!?!  Two pa r ts p ra yer…th ree pa r ts fa ith …on e pa r t good 
works.  We comb the miracle stories in the Bible to find out who did what right and who did what wrong   
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so that we can learn from them…and there by DUPLICATE…their experience.  We imitate their virtues and 
avoid their faults in hopes of becoming irresistible to God so that we can get our OWN miracle.  

On ly, m os t t im es , th a t ’s p ret ty h a rd to do, beca u s e God ra rely does th in gs th e s a m e wa y twice.  
Take this fifth chapter of Mark, which we read earlier, for instance.  There we get two DIFFERENT miracles 
of h ea lin g la yered togeth er…like a s a n dwich .  Fir s t th e s tory of th e ra is in g of J a iru s ’ da u gh ter from th e 
dead – on e of th ree res u r rect ion s s tor ies we rea d a bou t in th e gos pels …n ot cou n t in g J es u s ’ own . (J a iru s ’ 
daughter, th e widow of Na in ’s s on , a n d La za ru s )  It ’s th e BREAD, if you will, of th e la rger s a n dwich Ma rk 
h a s p repa red for u s .  Th e in s ide of th e s a n dwich is th e s tory of th e wom a n wh o h a s b led for twelve 
years…until, that is, she touches the hem of Jesus’ garment and is healed…MIRACULOUSLY healed.  

Now, a s h e typ ica lly does , Ma rk in s er ts th a t s econ d s tory in s ide th e fir s t for a rea s on …beca u s e 
b leed in g wom en a n d dea d lit t le gir ls h a ve s om eth in g in com m on .  Th ey were both TABOO in J ewis h 
s ociety.  Th ey were both RITUALLY UNCLEAN.  An d by h a vin g a n yth in g to do with eith er on e, J es u s m a de 
HIMSELF u n clea n a s well.  Wh ich wa s n o s in , in a n d of it s elf, you s ee, s in ce wom en ca n ’t h a ve ba b ies , n o 
on e ca n ca re for th e s ick , a n d peop le ca n ’t bu ry th e dea d with ou t becom in g “u n clea n .”  On ly J es u s wa s n ’t 
a m idwife, a n u rs e, or a n u n der ta ker .  He wa s a HOLY MAN…a TEACHER of th e La w…wh o wa s expected 
to steer clear of such defilement.  And if it happened to him by mistake…through no fault of his own…as it 
d id th e m om en t th e b leed in g wom a n tou ch ed h im …th en , a ccord in g to th e la w, h e s h ou ld h a ve gon e off to 
pu r ify h im s elf.  Un t il h e d id , h owever , h e wa s u n clea n …a n d th erefore u n fit for h oly du ty…or s o th e 
religious law of the Pharisees said!  

Bu t J es u s DIDN’T go off a n d pu r ify h im s elf.  He s im ply s en t th e h ea led wom a n on h er wa y a n d 
turned back to continue following Jairus home again – causing quite a scandal, I’m sure, when he stepped 
in s ide J a iru s ’ h ou s e.  J a iru s wa s , a fter a ll, a LEADER of th e s yn a gogu e…a res pected ELDER in th e 
community whose obedience to the law would have been BEYOND QUESTION.  So for someone like Jairus 
to s eek h elp from s om eon e like J es u s wou ld h a ve been like Drs . Scot t or Lin da Cos t in d r ivin g r igh t pa s t 
Mary Rutan Hospital to go see the herb doctor who operates out of his garage out on Road 274 somewhere 
out past Rushylvania.  

So this is not just a story about Jesus or even about the little girl he raised from the dead.  It is also 
a n d ESPECIALLY a bou t J a iru s , wh o b roke every ru le h e kn ew in order to s a ve h is da u gh ter ’s life.  Th a t’s 
h ow DESPERATE h e wa s .  Ca n you im a gin e wh a t it m u s t h a ve been like for h im , a s yn a gogu e lea der , to 
fa ll a t J es u s ’ feet a n d BEG h im for h elp in fron t of a ll th os e peop le?  An d th en , for h im to lea d J es u s 
th rou gh th e crowd, on ly to be s topped s h or t by th e wom a n with th e flow of b lood – wh os e con d it ion wa s 
NOT life-th rea ten in g, a fter a ll (s h e’d h a d th e con d it ion for m ore th a n a dozen yea rs ) a ll th e wh ile J a iru s 
kn owin g th a t h is own ch ild ’s life wa s qu ick ly s lipp in g a wa y.  An d th en , a fter a ll th a t , to be told th a t it wa s 
too la te…th a t th e ch ild wa s a lrea dy dea d a n d th ere wa s n o rea s on to t rou b le J es u s a n ym ore?  Ca n you 
IMAGINE what that would have been like for Jairus?  

This is as bad as it gets…for a parent, that is.  You beg on your knees for a miracle and it comes too 
la te.  You m u s ter you r cou ra ge…s wa llow you r p r ide…a n d gra b a t on e la s t s t ra w…on e la s t s h red of 
h ope…on ly to s ee it b low a wa y in th e fick le win ds of fa te.  Th e da rkn es s begin s to clos e in on you a n d ju s t 
before th e s u n is b lot ted ou t for good , you h ea r a voice…a voice wh ich s a ys : “Do not fear; on ly believe.”  
Bu t it s ou n ds like a form u la , does n ’t it?  If you will ju s t BELIEVE h a rd en ou gh , you r p ra yers will be 
a n s wered .  If you ju s t h a ve FAITH en ou gh , th in gs will tu rn ou t a ll r igh t .  Th a t’s h ow it worked for J a iru s , 
RIGHT?  His da u gh ter WAS s a ved .  Th e Kin gdom of God b roke th rou gh r igh t th ere in h er bedroom a n d , 
th ou gh Ma rk does n ’t s a y s o, I’d be willin g to bet a ch oir of h ea ven ly a n gels s a n g “Amen!” in s even -part 
harmony!  

Bu t it ju s t does n ’t h a ppen th a t wa y every t im e, n ow does it?  You kn ow it a n d I kn ow it .  No m a t ter 
HOW h a rd we p ra y s om et im es …n o m a t ter HOW m u ch fa ith we h a ve…n o m a t ter HOW des pera tely we 
p lea d…n o m a t ter h ow m a n y ba rga in s we t ry a n d m a ke with God – s om et im es , in deed OFTENTIMES th e 
m ira cle s im ply does n ’t h a ppen .  I KNOW!  I’ve BEEN th ere! With m y own FAMILY!  As m y m oth er la y 
DYING!  I’ve PRAYED th e p ra yers !  I’ve DONE th e beggin g!  I’ve HAD th e fa ith !  I’ve BELIEVED!  An d I bet 
YOU h a ve too!  An d STILL th e m ira cle h a s n ’t com e.  An d STILL th e m ira cle h a s n ’t com e.   An d on e of th e 
MEANEST, CRUELEST th in gs religiou s peop le do is to BLAME th a t a bs en ce of a m ira cle on a la ck of 
faith…as if it is something WE control.  
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I th in k I’ve p roba b ly told you a bou t m y fr ien d La u r ie, from Sem in a ry da ys , before.  Ma ybe I’ve told 
you about her a bunch of time.  I don’t know!  The older I get the harder it is to remember what stories I’ve  
told you…or even which stories are true and which ones I make up.  But Laurie’s story is true.  Laurie was 
a cla s s m a tes of m in e du r in g Sem in a ry a n d La u r ie h a d Cerebra l Pa ls y…ca u s ed by a la ck of oxygen wh en 
s h e a n d h er twin s is ter were born .  Her s is ter wa s fin e, bu t La u r ie wa s n ot .  Her fa cia l fea tu res were 
d is tor ted a n d h er ba ck wa s deform ed a n d s h e wa lked h u m ped over , lea n in g on h er ever -p res en t twin 
ca n es wh ich s h e h a d to h a ve or s h e’d fa ll down .  Bu t La u r ie n ever let h er d is a b ility…h er OPPORTUNITY, 
she called it… hold her back.  

As a teen a ger , s h e’d decided to give h er life to God a n d pu rs u e a ca reer in m in is t ry.  So with a 
s t ron g s en s e of fa ith a n d ded ica t ion , s h e’d gon e to college wh ere, qu ite n a tu ra lly, s h e got in volved with 
oth er “religiou s -m in ded” s tu den ts , wh o, s h e la ter d is covered , were very a ct ive in a m in is t ry of “fa ith 
h ea lin g.”  An d th ey m a de La u r ie th eir “p roject .”  Wh en th ey ca m e to h er a n d a n n ou n ced th a t th ey wa n ted 
to h ea l h er cr ipp led legs s o s h e cou ld wa lk a ga in , s h e wa s , qu ite n a tu ra lly, s kep t ica l.  Her religiou s fa ith 
h a d n ever ta ken h er in th a t d irect ion .  Yet , th e m ore th ey ta lked a n d p ra yed a n d rea d s cr ip tu re, th e m ore 
she became convinced they could indeed heal her.  The group conducted prayer service after prayer service 
over h er .  Th ey a n oin ted h er with oil t im e a n d t im e a ga in .  Th ey ca lled on th e m igh ty n a m e of J es u s over 
a n d over a n d over a ga in to h ea l th eir s is ter La u r ie.  Bu t a la s !  All effor ts fa iled .  An d th en , s u dden ly a n d 
a bru p t ly, th ey rejected h er…a n n ou n cin g to h er th a t s h e h a dn ’t been h ea led beca u s e h er fa ith wa s n ’t 
“s t ron g en ou gh .”…th a t s h e h a dn ’t been h ea led beca u s e s h e h a dn ’t “believed en ou gh .”  It wa s , in effect , 
HER fault that her curved spine and crippled legs were not healed.  

Well, by th is t im e, La u r ie h a d becom e s o b ra in wa s h ed th a t s h e a ctu a lly bega n to BELIEVE wh a t 
they were telling her.  She began to doubt her own faith…question what she believed…question God…even 
question her commitment to dedicate her life to ministry.  She became bitter, angrily challenging God as to 
WHY s h e h a d been s o a fflicted…WHY God wa s pu n is h in g h ere…WHY God refu s ed to h ea r her.  In her own 
words , s h e ca m e very clos e to n ot on ly givin g u p on God…bu t givin g u p on h ers elf a n d on life a s well.  Sh e 
d idn ’t of cou rs e, bu t th e wh ole exper ien ce m a de La u r ie’s life a “livin g h ell” before s h e even tu a lly fou n d h er 
way out of darkness and back into the light of Christ once again.  

Now, it m igh t s u rp r is e you to h ea r m e s a y it , bu t , if I’m goin g to be h on es t with you , I’ve got to tell 
you th a t I believe th os e “fa ith h ea lers ” th a t La u r ie got m ixed u p with were, in t ru th , well-intentioned 
people.  Bu t I a ls o believe th ey got th em s elves ca u gh t u p in wh a t I believe is th e wh ole PROBLEM with 
m ira cles . An d th a t is th a t we s om et im es …OFTENTIMES th in k th ey were s om eth in g WE ca n con trol – th a t 
by ju s t PRAYING h a rd en ou gh …s a yin g th e r igh t words OFTEN ENOUGH…rea d in g th e Bib le FAITHFULLY 
ENOUGH…believing STRONGLY ENOUGH -- WE ca n con trol ou r own m ira cles …eith er for ou rs elves or 
for s om eon e els e on wh os e beh a lf we a re s eek in g th e m ira cle.  In oth er words , if we’re rea lly STRONG 
ENOUGH IN OUR FAITH, th en we ca n win th e p r ize of a m ira cle.  An d if n ot , well th en , we m u s t n ot be 
good enough Christians and we’d best go back and work a little harder at believing.  

On ly, th is is IDOLATRY, don ’t you kn ow?  It ’s ju s t on e m ore of ou r p it ifu l effor ts to work th in gs 
a rou n d s o th a t WE a re in con trol of ou r lives …or s o we like to th in k…in s tea d of own in g u p to th e t ru th 
th a t every s in gle th in g ABOUT ou r lives is a GIFT from God…INCLUDING th e m ira cles th a t m a y…or m a y 
NOT happen in our lives.  

Let m e s a y it a s p la in ly a n d clea r ly a s I kn ow h ow:  Fa ith s im p ly does NOT work m ira cles .  GOD 
works m ira cles .  An d in ca s e you d idn ’t h ea r m e well, let m e s a y it a ga in :  Fa ith does NOT work m ira cles .  
GOD, a n d God ALONE works m ira cles .  To con cen tra te on th e s t ren gth of ou r own fa ith in order to GET a 
m ira cle is to p ra ct ice lit t le m ore th a n m a gic.  Bu t to con cen tra te on th e gra ce of GOD work in g in ou r lives 
ALWAYS, is to p ra ct ice fa ith .  An d th is is n ’t ju s t a word ga m e we’re p la yin g h ere.  Th is is th e d ifferen ce 
between believin g th a t ou r lives a re in ou r OWN h a n ds a n d believin g th ey a re fin a lly a n d u lt im a tely in 
GOD’S hands.  GOD, not faith, works miracles!  

Did J a iru s ’ da u gh ter h a ve fa ith ?  I don ’t th in k s o.  Sh e wa s on h er dea th bed , a fter a ll…on h er wa y 
ou t of life.  Did J AIRUS h im s elf h a ve fa ith ?  Well, Ma rk n ever s a ys s o d irect ly.  SOMETHING, of cou rs e, 
lea d h im to s eek ou t J es u s h elp .  Bu t in a n y ca s e, th e h igh poin t of th e wh ole s tory wa s NOT wh en J es u s 
worked a m ira cle a n d ra is ed J a iru s ’ da u gh ter from h er dea th bed .  No, th e h igh poin t of th e s tory ca m e 
ea r lier wh en J es u s s a id to J a iru s , “Do not fear, on ly BELIEVE!”   Beca u s e if J a iru s wa s a b le to do THAT, 
then he would have survived WHATEVER happened next…EVEN if Jesus had walked into his daughter’s  
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room , s igh ed a s igh of s a dn es s , a n d s olem n ly pu lled th e s h eet u p over J a iru s ’ dea d da u gh ter ’s fa ce.  
Jairus’ BELIEF would have become the miracle at that point…his willingness to believe that she was STILL 
in God’s good hands, even though she had sadly slipped from his own.    

Now, I don ’t kn ow a bou t you , bu t wh en ever I th in k a bou t m ira cles a n d wh eth er th ey do or don ’t 
com e wh en I p ra y for th em , it h elps m e to rem em ber th a t J esu s HIMSELF pra yed for a m ira cle on th e 
night before he died.  “All th ings are pos s ib le for y ou , Fa th er!”  J es u s p ra yed in th e Ga rden of Geth s em a n e.  
“If it be pos s ib le , rem ove th is cup of s u ffering from m e.”  On ly, wh en h e open ed h is eyes , th e cu p wa s s t ill 
there.  So tell me:  Did JESUS lack faith?  Did Jesus not BELIEVE strongly enough?  I don’t think so.  The 
m ira cle wa s th a t h e DRANK th e cu p , believin g in th e power of God m ore th a n h e believed in h is own .  It is 
ALWAYS a miracle, isn’t it, when we understand that GOD is God and WE are NOT!  

Of cou rs e n ow, I don ’t expect th a t ANY of u s to s top p ra yin g for m ira cles .  I lea s t I HOPE we won ’t .  
The world needs all the miracles it can get.  Every time you hear about one, remember that you are getting 
a s n ea k p review of th e Kin gdom of God…wh ich is h ere, in th e MIDST of u s …bu t wh ich h a s , a s of yet , n ot 
com e in a ll of it s fu lln es s .  So CELEBRATE th e m ira cle…a n d REJ OICE!  An d ESPECIALLY s a y a h ea r t felt 
“Thank You!” to God, from whom all blessings flow.  

Bu t don ’t , wh a tever you do…PLEASE DON’T go get t in g a ll worked u p if every t im e you p ra y for a 
m ira cle, th e m ira cle does n ’t h a ppen .  Th ere is s im ply NO FORMULA for s u cces s wh ere m ira cles a re 
con cern ed .  Wh ich , in rea lity, is a rea l relief for th os e of u s wh o ca n ’t qu ite s eem to m u s ter u p m ira cles 
u pon dem a n d .  Bu t th en , m a ybe we ca n ’t do it beca u s e it ’s n ot OUR job .  “Do not fear…only BELIEVE!”  
That’s OUR job.  The rest, as they say, is up to God!                            

Sermon drawn from and full credit given to: Barbara Brown Taylor, “The Problem with Miracles,” pp. 136-140, Bread of Angels
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