
“Mot h ers of Com p a s s ion ”  

A Sermon for Mother’s Day   

Preached by Pastor Rob Fulton  

May 8, 2011  

First United Presbyterian Church 
Bellefontaine, Ohio   

I ca n rem em ber like it wa s ju s t YESTERDAY th e fir s t t im e I h ea rd th e s tory a bou t wis e Kin g 
Solom on wh o wa s a bou t to cu t th a t ba by in two.  I wa s s it t in g in Ma ry Lou La cy’s Su n da y Sch ool 
cla s s in th e 3 rd gra de, lis ten in g with wide-eyed won der , ju s t h old in g m y b rea th to s ee if th e Kin g 
wou ld rea lly d ivide th e ch ild a n d give h a lf to ea ch m oth er .  Wou ld a wis e k in g rea lly DO th a t?  Even 
a t th e ten der you n g a ge of 8 , I kn ew th a t th a t wou ld KILL th e ba by a n d a ll th os e m oth ers wou ld 
h a ve th en wa s HALF a dea d ba by.  An d if du m b lit t le old ME kn ew th a t , th en wh y in th e wor ld 
didn’t wise King SOLOMON know that?!  

Ah yes !  WISE Kin g Solom on !  Of cou rs e n ow, Solom on DIDN’T cu t th e ba by in h a lf, a n d 
n ever rea lly INTENDED to.  Bu t wh a t a J UDICIOUS decis ion h e m a de in order to figu re ou t a 
s olu t ion to th e s eem in gly IMPOSSIBLE s itu a t ion of two m oth ers m a k in g cla im to th e s a m e ba by.  
Ever since this story first told, of course, we too have prayed for the proverbial “wisdom of Solomon” 
wh en we a re fa ced with a s eem in gly im pos s ib le con flict th a t m u s t be decided .  Solom on ’s WISDOM, 
to be sure, is LEGENDARY!    

And yet, contemporary theologian and Bible scholar Phyllis Trible, has suggested that despite 
ou r focu s on a n d a dm ira t ion for Solom on ’s WISDOM in th is s tory, we h a ve often t im es fa iled to 
grasp what this story is REALLY all about.  Finally and ultimately, Trible says, this is not so much a 
story about Solomon’s WISDOM, a s it is a s tory a bou t a MOTHER’S  COMPASSION…COMPASSON 
th a t , fin a lly a n d u lt im a tely, reflects th e h ea r t of God…a n d offer s u s a n im por ta n t glim ps e in to wh o 
and what God is calling US to be as God’s people.   

So let ’s ta ke a clos er look a t th e s tory a n d s ee if we ca n u n ders ta n d th is COMPASSION th in g 
that Ms. Trible says is so important.  

Now, im m edia tely a fter tellin g a bou t Solom on p ra yin g for…a n d God gra n t in g h im wis dom , 
th e s tory tells u s a bou t two wom en …two pros t itu tes …wh o com e before th e Kin g in order for h im to 
s et t le a d is pu te between th em …for ba ck in th os e da ys , you s ee, on e of th e Kin g’s p r im a ry 
res pon s ib ilit ies ...a m on g m a n y oth ers …wa s to s olve a rgu m en ts a m on g h is peop le.  Even th e m os t 
“com m on ” of peop le cou ld com e to th e Kin g to h a ve th eir ca s es decided…for th e k in g wa s n ot on ly 
th e Com m on Plea s Cou r t , bu t th e Su prem e Cou r t , J u dge a n d J u ry a ll wra pped u p in on e.  So th e 
women came before Solomon to settle their dispute.  

Both wom en you s ee…lived in th e s a m e h ou s e…a n d both h a d ba by boys with in da ys of ea ch 
oth er .  Well, on e n igh t , wh ile th ey were s leep in g, on e of th e wom en – a n d n ot ice very ca refu lly h ere 
th a t th e s toryteller , a t th is poin t , is refer r in g to th es e two ch a ra cters n ot a s “m oth ers ” bu t on ly a s 
“women”…that’s all.  The use of the term “mother” only comes later.    

Well, wh ile th ey were s leep in g, on e of th e wom en rolled over on h er s on a n d s m oth ered h im .  
Wh en s h e d is covered wh a t h a d h a ppen ed , in s tea d of wa k in g th e oth er wom en a n d tellin g h er a bou t 
th e t ra gedy, s h e s im ply took h er dea d s on a n d pu t h im in bed with th e oth er wom en wh ile ta k in g 
th e oth er ’s wom a n ’s livin g s on a n d pu t h im in bed with h er .  Th e n ext m orn in g, th e s econ d wom a n 
a woke a n d d is covered th a t th e ba by in bed with h er wa s dea d a n d s h e wa s gr ief-s t r icken .  Bu t 
look in g m ore clos ely, s h e qu ick ly determ in ed th a t th e dea d ba by wa s n ot h er s on a t a ll, bu t th e 
OTHER woman’s son.  The first woman however claimed that the LIVING child was hers and not the 
dea d on e.  Bu t th e s econ d wom a n con t in u ed to a rgu e th a t n o,  th e livin g ch ild wa s HER’S a n d th e 
dead child belonged to the first woman.  And so they argued back and forth…back and  
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for th …even tu a lly ta k in g th e ca s e to th e h igh es t cou r t in th e la n d…th e cou r t of Kin g Solom on , 
himself.  

The Kin g, s eein g th a t with n o witn es s es to tes t ify, th e a rgu m en t ba s ica lly boiled down to on e 
wom a n ’s word a ga in s t th e oth er , offered a s olu t ion .  “S ince y ou can ’t d ecid e,” th e Kin g p ropos ed , 
“le t’s ju s t cu t the baby in tw o and give each of y ou a h alf of the child.”  

Well, with that, the REAL mother…that title now being used for the very first time…the REAL 
m oth er ’s h ea r t wa s s o filled with COMPASSION th a t s h e s crea m ed ou t in ter ror for wh a t wa s a bou t 
to h a ppen to h er ba by boy.  “NO! NO!” s h e cr ied .  “Pleas e s ir, d on’t k ill the ch ild .  I’d ra ther y ou give 
h im over to the OTHER w om an th an to h ave h im cu t in tw o.”  

Bu t th e OTHER wom a n …s till bein g ca lled on ly “wom a n ” a n d n ot “m oth er” for s h e h a d n o 
com pa s s ion …s a id cold ly, “W h at d o I care.  Go ahead an d cu t th e ch ild in h alf.  S ee if it m atters to 
me!”  

Well, s eein g th e com pa s s ion of th e REAL m oth er , th e s toryteller tells u s , Solom on ALSO h a d 
compassion, and awarded the child solely to her, while the first woman went away childless.  

An d s o it is , th eologia n Tr ib le tells u s , th a t th e cr iter ia of COMPASSION is es ta b lis h ed a s th e 
m ot iva t in g fa ctor for wh o IS a n d wh o ISN’T a m oth er a fter th e h ea r t of God .  For it wa s p recis ely a t 
th e m om en t wh en COMPASSION a ppea red , th a t th e t it le “m oth er” wa s fir s t u s ed a n d Solom on ’s 
wis dom KNEW to wh om h e s h ou ld a wa rd th e ch ild .    It wa s a ll beca u s e of COMPASSION – n ot ju s t 
a “feeling for” a n oth er pers on …bu t a “feeling w ith ” a n oth er pers on .  Not ju s t “tak ing p ity ” on 
s om eon e in a n u n for tu n a te s itu a t ion …bu t a “tak ing action” on beh a lf of th a t oth er pers on s o a s to 
m a ke a DIFFERENCE in th a t oth er pers on ’s life…s o a s to s eek wh a t is BEST for th a t oth er pers on ’s 
life.  Wh ich is EXACTLY wh a t th a t MOTHER of Com pa s s ion d id for h er s on in ou r s tory th is 
m orn in g…h a vin g s u ch COMPASSION for h im th a t s h e wa s even willin g to give h im over to a n oth er 
wom a n ra th er th a n r is k loos in g h im for good…a COMPASSION,  th eologia n Ph yllis Tr ib le s u gges ts 
to u s , wh ich reflects th e u lt im a te COMPASSION of God .  For over a n d over a n d over a ga in , s h e 
rem in ds u s , th e s cr ip tu res ta lk a bou t th e COMPASSION of God – God’s CONCERN…God’s 
KINDNESS…God’s CARING…God’s s eek in g of th e BEST for God’s peop le – COMPASSION a s a 
mother has COMPASSION for her children.    

Through the Prophet Hosea, God spoke:   

When Israel was a child, I loved him,  
And out of Egypt, I called my son.  
But the more I called him, the more he went away from me.  
Yet it was I who taught Israel to walk,  
I took him in him in my arms and comforted him, like a mother comforts her child.  
I drew him close to me and held him in mercy and love.  
I was like a mother who lifts her infant to her breast.  
With COMPASSION, I bent down and fed him.  
How can I give you up, O Israel?  
How can I hand you over to another?  
My compassion grows warm and tender.  
And my heart will not let you go.    

Hosea 11:1-4, 8  

And echoing God’s Word through the Prophet, the Psalmist also sings the refrain:  
The Lord is merciful and gracious, full of COMPASSION.  
Like a mother who loves her children,  
So also does God love and protect, seeking the best for God’s people.        

                Psalm 116:5 (paraphrased)  

Even J es u s , in th e New Tes ta m en t , des cr ibes God a s a COMPASSIONATE pa ren t wh o lovin gly wa its 
for his wayward son to return home:    

And while the boy was still a long way off, the Father saw him  
and his heart was filled with COMPASSION.  And running to meet  
his son he threw his arms around him and hugged him and kissed   
him,  weeping for joy at the boy’s return!    Luke 15:20 (paraphrase) 
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THAT, J es u s tells u s , is wh a t God is like…a God of COMPASSION… th e very root word of 

wh ich com es from th e Hebrew word for “wom b”…th a t p la ce wh ere life it s elf is con ceived a n d is 
nurtured in love and in mercy…in other words, in COMPASSION!    

Are th e pa ra llels n ot obviou s ?  Th e Old Tes ta m en t s toryteller gra n ts th e h on ored a n d revered 
t it le of “MOTHER” to th e wom a n in th e s tory ONLY wh en s h e s h ows COMPASSION…even a s J es u s , 
th e NEW Tes ta m en t s toryteller , tells u s a bou t ou r Fa th er God wh o is s o COMPASSIONATE th a t h e 
cannot HELP but welcome his wayward children home again.     

All of wh ich h a s , I th in k , s om e exceed in gly clea r a n d im por ta n t im plica t ion s for wh o a n d 
wh a t WE a re ca lled to BE a n d DO in ou r m odern da y wor ld – wh eth er we a re MOTHERS…or 
FATHERS…or NEITHER, bu t s im ply ch ild ren of God a n d followers of ou r Lord J es u s Ch r is t .  An d 
th a t is th a t we a re ALL ca lled to be PEOPLE OF COMPASSION...n ot ju s t peop le wh o ta ke PITY on 
th os e les s for tu n a te th a n we a re…n ot ju s t th os e wh o SYMPATHIZE with th e down a n d ou t…bu t 
people who will ACT out of COMPASSION to make a difference in another person’s life.  

COMPASSION, good fr ien ds a n d beloved of th e Lord , is th e very WOMB OF LIFE – th a t wa rm 
a n d s a fe p la ce wh ere life, a s God in ten ds for life to be, is con ceived , n u r tu red a n d grows …in oth er 
words , wh ere life is “m oth ered” in th e very bes t s en s e of th e word .  Wh ich , a s s t ra n ge a s it m a y 
s ou n d , gives u s ALL…every s in gle ONE of u s …wom en AND m en , gir ls AND boys , you n g AND 
old…th e a b ility to be “MOTHERS”…BIBLICAL m oth ers …GODLY m oth ers – con ceivin g, n u r tu r ing, 
growing a life of blessing within the “womb” of our compassion.    

Now today, of course, is MOTHER’S DAY…a day set aside to honor our mothers and the good 
a n d Godly vir tu es of m oth erh ood .  An d r igh t ly s o.  We a re res pon d in g to ou r n a tu ra l in clin a t ion to 
remember and appreciate our earthly mothers who conceived and nurtured us and brought us forth 
into life.  So THANK YOU MOM, wherever you may be!  

Bu t toda y is ALSO da y to rem em ber a n d recogn ize th e a b ility God h a s given EACH of 
u s …ALL of u s …to n u r tu re LIFE in th e wom b of ou r COMPASSION…com pa s s ion we a re ca lled , in 
Christ’s name, to show toward ALL God’s people.  

So God bless ALL Godly mothers, whoever you may be!  And God bless us the REST of us too 
– th a t from th e wom bs of ou r COMPASSION a n d LOVE, we m a y t ru ly b r in g for th th e life God 
in ten ds for ea ch a n d every pers on to kn ow – forgiven life…ren ewed life…life of h ope a n d p rom is e 
lived out in the nurturing reality of both GOD’S compassion…and OUR’S as well.    

Will you join me in prayer:  

Gracious and loving God, you are like a strong, yet gentle mother toward us, your children! 
In the inner most regions of your Holy Being, we were conceived   

and given the uniqueness that is ours along! 
You brought us forth into the world and breathed the breath of life into us! 
As with a mother’s tender, yet steady hand, you have guided and nurtured  us   

along the pathways of our lives. 
For being who you are, Creator God, we give you thanks! 
For give birth to us and caring for us with compassion throughout our lives,   

we praise your Holy Name! 
We thank you also, Loving God, for the gift of mothers who reflect,  

even imperfectly, the qualities of mercy, kindness, gentleness,  
patience, strength and compassion you show toward us,   
your children each and every day. 

Guide and bless all mothers, Gracious Lord,   
that along with fathers and all people of faith,  
we may fulfill your calling to be people of compassion in all that we do 

Fill us with such faith and trust in your that we may live your compassion,  
that in living your compassion, we may lea d oth ers towa rd a lovin g rela t ion s h ip with h im 
who is your Son, even Jesus, the Christ, the Lord of ALL compassion. 

In His Holy Name we pray, Amen!    

(Drawn from and credit to, Pulpit Digest, May/June 1994, pp. 35-38) 
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