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Well, in ca s e you d idn ’t kn ow it a lrea dy, th ere is a rea l a rgu m en t to be m a de for bein g ca refu l a bou t 
lon g h a ir a n d wild wom en .  Th ey ca n both get you in to a wor ld of t rou b le.  An d if you COMBINE th e 
two…well, you’d better WATCH OUT!  You might just find your world tumbling down around you.   

Th e la s t t im e we were togeth er , of cou rs e, of you will rem em ber th a t th e Hebrews were a bou t to 
begin th eir con qu es t of th e Prom is ed La n d…th a t good ly la n d flowin g with m ilk a n d h on ey wh ich God h a d 
p rom is ed wou ld be th eirs from th a t t im e for th a n d forever m ore.   Well, u n der th e lea ders h ip of J os h u a , 
a n d with th e h elp of Ra h a b , th a t s a in t in th e h ou s e with red ligh ts th a t we ta lked a bou t a cou p le of weeks 
a go, th e Is ra elites con qu ered th e city of J er ich o, a n d th en wen t on to s u bdu e th e res t of th e la n d of 
Ca n a a n , a ll excep t for th e coa s ta l p la in a lon g th e Med iter ra n ea n Sea wh ere a ra ce of peop le kn own a s th e 
Philistines lived.  And that’s where they ran smack dab into a brick wall, so to speak. 

For yea rs , th e Is ra elites a n d th e Ph ilis t in es fou gh t ba ck a n d for th .  Fir s t on e wou ld get th e u pper 
hand and then the other.  But neither could win a decisive victory over the other.  So the fighting went on. 

At th e s a m e t im e, h owever , th e Is ra elites were fa cin g ANOTHER prob lem …n a m ely, lea rn in g h ow to 
live a s a peop le wh o were n o lon ger s t ra n gers in a s t ra n ge la n d , bu t a s peop le with a h om e…with la n d…in 
a s ociety.  Not h a vin g exper ien ced th a t s or t of th in g before, th ey bega n to copy m a n y of th e wa ys of th e 
peoples they had conquered and whose land they had come to occupy.  And that meant problems for these 
peop le wh o were s u ppos ed to be a peop le s et a pa r t…God’s peop le…God’s CHOSEN peop le…a peop le wh o 
were s u ppos ed to live ONLY a ccord in g to th e la ws a n d tea ch in gs of Ya h weh God…th e God wh o h a d ca lled 
th em in to bein g a n d wa tch ed over th em a n d p rotected th em a n d b les s ed th em ea ch a n d every s tep of th eir 
way.   

Adopting the customs and adapting to the ways of the surrounding Canaanite culture, the people of 
Is ra el bega n to in term a rry with foreign ers …s a cr ifice to idols a n d wors h ip th e fa ls e god Ba -a l…a ll in direct 
disobedience to the commandments to the one God of Israel. 

Well, it was within that setting that the next period of Israel’s history came into being…the period of 
th e J u dges .  Th e J u dges , you s ee, were s t ron g m en (a n d wom en ) from th e va r iou s t r ibes of Is ra el wh o ros e 
u p to lea d th e peop le du r in g th e t im e between th e con qu er in g of th e Prom is ed La n d a n d before Is ra el 
bega n to h a ve k in gs .  Th ey h a d en ou gh ch a r is m a a n d power to ra is e a n a rm y, p rovide s om e lea ders h ip , 
a n d do well in figh t in g for both th eir n a t ion a n d th eir religion .  An d m os t of th em rem a in ed fa ith fu l to th e 
God of Israel…and called on the people to do the same…MOST of them, I said.   

Now, th ou gh th ere were s om e 14 ju dges m en t ion ed in th e b ib lica l book by th e s a m e n a m e, we h ea r 
m os t often on ly a bou t th ree th em :  Debora h , wh os e cu n n in g wa ys m a n a ged to defea t th e en em y gen era l 
Sis era by d r ivin g a ten t peg th rou gh h is h ea d…Gideon , wh o con qu ered th e Media n ites a n d th eir a rm y of 
th ou s a n ds with on ly 300 of Is ra el’s bes t m en …a n d perh a ps th e m os t fa m ou s of a ll, Sa m s on – a n 
overgrown , m u s cle-bou n d h u n k of a m a n with lon g h a ir a n d a ta s te for wild wom en – wh o led Is ra el for 
some 20 years.  It is HIS story that we want to consider today.  And here’s how his story begins:  

    Judges 13:1-5, 24-25 
     
     Leader:  Friends, rejoice and give thanks, for this is the Word of the Lord! 
     People:  Thanks be to God! 
     
     “Spirit of the Living God”  
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So from th e very begin n in g of h is life, Sa m s on h a d been “s et a pa r t” to be a Na za r ite – a grou p of 
s pecia lly ded ica ted m en wh o wou ld d r in k n o win e, n ever cu t th eir h a ir a n d n ot s h a ve th eir fa ces .  In oth er 
words , h e wa s on e wh o wou ld m a in ta in , a t a ll cos ts , th e pu r ity of th e Hebrew peop le a s a peop le ded ica ted 
ONLY to God ra th er th a n th e h ea th en wa ys of th e foreign peop le with in wh os e la n d th e Is ra elites h a d 
found themselves.  

Yet , des p ite h is a u s p iciou s begin n in gs , th ere is lit t le a bou t Sa m s on ’s life th a t we cou ld ca ll 
redeem in g.  From th e t im e h e wa s a you n g m a n , th ou gh h e h a d been ded ica ted to th e Lord a n d given 
s pecia l s t ren gth by God , h e con s ciou s ly a n d con s is ten t ly b roke every s in gle on e of th e vows h is pa ren ts 
had made for him…even going so far as to marry not just one Philistine woman, but two.  It’s a fascinating 
story, well told with all the drama that a good storyteller can put into it.    

Now, th e Ph ilis t in es , you will rem em ber , were a n a t ion of fierce wa rr iors wh o in h a b ited th e coa s ta l 
a rea from Ga za in th e s ou th to Mt . Ca rm el in th e n or th .  An d th ey were Is ra el’s grea tes t en em y. Bu t s in ce 
there were n o s h a rp bou n da ry lin es d ra wn between n a t ion s a n d t r ibes a t th a t t im e…a n d n o pa s s por ts or 
vis a s requ ired to go from on e cou n try’s ter r itory to a n oth er , Sa m s on fou n d h im s elf on e da y in a Ph ilis t in e 
town wh ere h e beca m e en a m ored with a bea u t ifu lly tem pt in g, bu t tem pes tu ou s you n g wom a n wh om h e 
immediately decided he had to have as his wife.  So he hurried home and like the over-grown, spoiled child 
th a t h e wa s , h e dem a n ded th a t h is pa ren ts get h er for h im .  Th is wa s , of cou rs e, ba ck in th e da y wh en a ll 
m a rr ia ges a n d rela t ion s h ip h a d to be “a r ra n ged for” by pa ren ts pa yin g h a n ds om e dowry to s ecu re a 
spouse for their son.  

Well, wh en Sa m s on ’s m oth er h ea rd h is dem a n d , bein g th e good J ewis h m oth er th a t s h e wa s , s h e 
wa iled (in h er m os t n a s a l wh in e) “A Ph ilis tine!  W hy m us t y ou break y our poor old m oth er’s heart?  Is there 
no w om an w ith in the en tire n ation of Is rael for y ou to find as a w ife excep t for a PHILIS TINE?!?  W hy can ’t 
y ou find a n ice JEW IS H girl to m arry ?”  

Th ou gh h is pa ren ts d idn ’t rea lize it h owever , th e s cr ip tu re tells u s th a t it wa s a ctu a lly th e Lord wh o 
wa s lea d in g Sa m s on to wa n t to m a rry th e Ph ilis t in e wom a n , for th e Lord wa s look in g for a wa y to figh t th e 
Philistines because the Philistines, at that time, were ruling Israel. 

Well, to m a ke a lon g s tory s h or t , let ’s ju s t s a y th a t th e m a rr ia ge d idn ’t work ou t very well, beca u s e, 
before th e week of wedd in g celeb ra t ion s were even over , Sa m s on des er ted h is cryin g, wa ilin g wife on th eir 
wedd in g n igh t…h is b r ide im m edia tely took u p with th e bes t m a n wh om SHE h a d wa n ted to m a rry a ll 
a lon g…a n d Sa m s on , m u s cle-bou n d b ru te th a t h e wa s , k illed a th ou s a n d Ph ilis t in es with th e ja wbon e of 
an ass in a fit of rage and revenge!   

Now, you wou ld h a ve th ou gh t th a t a fter a fia s co like th a t , Sa m s on wou ld h a ve been don e with 
foreign wom en .  Bu t s u ch wa s NOT th e ca s e!  Th e s econ d wild wom a n to get Sa m s on in to t rou b le wa s a 
h a r lot from Giza , th e s ou th ern m os t of th e Ph ilis t in e cit ies .  Wh en th e Ph ilis t in es h ea rd th a t Sa m s on wa s 
th ere a n d th a t h e wa s en joyin g th e wom a n ’s com pa n y in th e p r iva cy of h er h om e, th ey la id a t ra p for h im .   
Th ey figu red h e wou ld s u rely be s ta yin g th e n igh t s o th ey p la n n ed to ca p tu re h im fir s t th in g in th e 
m orn in g.  Bes ides , th ey th ou gh t , th e m a s s ive, h ea vy city ga tes wou ld be clos ed a ll n igh t p reven t in g h is 
es ca pe.  Bu t Sa m s on on ly s ta yed with th e h a r lot u n t il m idn igh t , a n d th en , ta k in g h old of th e city ga te, h e 
simply pulled it up – doors, posts and all.  Putting them on his shoulders, he carried them to the top of the 
h ill over look in g th e city of Hebron , s om e th ir ty-eigh t m iles a wa y…a ga in u s in g h is b ru te s t ren gth to get 
himself out of trouble.  

Fin a lly, Sa m s on beca m e in teres ted in a wom a n a lit t le clos er to h om e…MUCH to h is pa ren t’s 
deligh t .  Bu t h a d th ey kn own wh a t Delila h wa s REALLY like, th ey m igh t h a ve been h a ppy with a n oth er 
Philistine woman!  

Of a ll th e wild a n d wicked wom en wh o h a d a t t ra cted Sa m s on ’s a t ten t ion over th e yea rs , th e 
bea u t ifu l a n d en ch a n t in g Delila h wa s , n o dou b t , th e wildes t a n d m os t wicked of a ll…ju s t th e s or t of 
woman who was attracted to Samson’s muscle-bound body and long flowing hair.  

Well, n o s oon er h a d Delila h wooed a n d won Sa m s on with a ll h er fem in in e ch a rm s th a n d id th e five 
Ph ilis t in e k in gs com e to h er with a p ropos a l.  Th ey wou ld pa y h er th e en orm ou s s u m offive th ou s a n d , five 
h u n dred s ilver coin s if s h e cou ld d is cover th e s ou rce of Sa m s on ’s s t ren gth .   Th a t wa y, th ey th ou gh t , th ey 
cou ld defea t th is m u s cle-bou n d Is ra elite on ce a n d for a ll!  An d if th ere wa s a n yth in g Delila h loved m ore 
than muscle-bound men, it was money!  
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“Oh, S am m y d ear,” s h e s u b t ly bega n on e da y wh en th ey were rela xin g togeth er a fter a pa r t icu la r ly 
tor r id rou n d of fu n a n d ga m es , “w h at m ak es y ou s o b ig and s trong?  How DID y ou ge t s uch w ond erfu l 
muscles?”  

Now, Sa m s on m a y h a ve been a pu s h over for a p ret ty fa ce, bu t h e wa s n o m u s cle-bou n d du m m y.  
He wa s n ’t ABOUT to tell Delila h th e s ecret of h is s t ren gth …a t lea s t n ot r igh t a wa y.  So h e decided to h a ve 
a lit t le fu n with h er a n d s u gges ted th a t if h e wa s bou n d with s even fres h bow s t r in gs , s h e cou ld con trol 
him.    

Well, Sa m s on m u s t h a ve liked th e idea of p la yin g a n oth er lit t le ga m e with Delila h beca u s e h e 
a llowed Delila h to t ie h im u p with th os e s even n ew bow s t r in gs ju s t a s h e h a d s u gges ted .  An d th en s h e 
cried, “Help!  Help!  The Ph ilis tines are here!”  Bu t Sa m s on ju s t la u gh ed a n d s n a pped th e bow s t r in gs 
with ou t even flexin g th e m u s cles in h is lit t le fin ger .    An d th e Ph ilis t in es , wh o rea lly h a d ga th ered a t 
Delilah’s direction to capture Samson, quickly fled.  

Delila h , of cou rs e, wa s n ’t a t a ll h a ppy with Sa m s on .  “You m ad e a FOOL of m e and us ed m e as the 
brun t of y our little jok e,”  s h e cr ied .  “If y ou d on’t te ll m e w h at m ak es y ou s o s trong, I’ll never S PEAK to y ou 
again,” she pouted.  

So Sa m s on told h er it wa s n ew ROPES th a t wou ld s a p h is s t ren gth .  An d th e wh ole lit t le s cen e wa s 
repeated all over again.  

Sa m s on , of cou rs e, kn ew th a t h is s t ren gth la y in h is lon g h a ir .  Bu t h e en joyed toyin g a n d tea s in g 
th e bea u t ifu l lit t le Delila h .  An d h e es pecia lly liked th e wa y h er bot tom lip qu ivered wh en s h e wa s a n gry.  
So h e told h er th a t if h is h a ir wa s woven in to s even s t ra n ds a n d t ied u p t igh t ly with a p in , h e wou ld be a s 
h elp les s a s a ba by.  Wh ich is p recis ely wh a t Delila h d id , on ly to d is cover th a t on ce ga in , Sa m s on h a d 
p la yed h er for th e fool s u ch th a t th e Ph ilis t in es STILL cou ldn ’t get th eir m a n …a n d SHE cou ldn ’t get h er 
money!  

“How can y ou s ay th a t y ou love m e?” s h e wa iled .  “Three tim es y ou’ve m ad e a fool of m e and S TILL 
h aven’t told m e w h at m ak es y ou s o s trong.  Pleas e , oh PLEAS E S am s on – y ou b ig, s trong, beau tifu l hunk 
y ou…TELL m e w h at y our s ecre t is .”  An d da y a fter da y s h e ba dgered h im , u n t il fin a lly, growin g s ick a n d 
tired of hearing her whine…which Samson couldn’t stand in a woman, he told her his secret.  “My strength 
is in my hair,” he finally confessed.  “If you cut my hair, I’ll change from Hulk Hogan into PeeWee Herman.”  

Well, wh en Delila h rea lized Sa m s on h a d fin a lly told h er th e TRUTH, s h e s en t a m es s a ge to th e 
Ph ilis t in es :  Ton igh t wou ld be th e n igh t th ey wou ld get th eir m a n …a n d SHE wou ld get h er m on ey.  Ma ybe 
s h e got h im dru n k…or d ru gged h is food…or wore h im ou t p la yin g “ga m es ”…we rea lly don ’t kn ow.  Bu t 
s om eh ow s h e got Sa m s on to s leep a n d th en ca lled in a ba rber wh o s h a ved Sa m s on ’s h ea d a ba ld a s a 
baby’s bottom.  

Wh en Sa m s on a woke to th e s ou n d of Delila h ’s a ll too fa m ilia r cry, “The Ph ilis tines are here,” h e 
didn’t know that his strength had left him and he jumped up to defend himself as usual.  But this time, he 
had no strength…for his hair was gone…and, as the scriptures tell us, “the Lord had le ft h im as w ell.”  The 
Ph ilis t in es qu ick ly ca p tu red h im , pu t h im in ch a in s , poked h is eyes ou t s o th a t h e cou ld n o lon ger s ee, 
and dragged him back to Giza where he had pulled up the city gates.    

Well, th e Ph ilis t in es were fin a lly h a ppy.  Delila h wa s fin a lly h a ppy.  Bu t Sa m s on wa s defin itely NOT 
h a ppy.  Ch a in ed to a gr in d in g m ill like a m u le, Sa m s on beca m e th e la u gh in g s tock of th e en t ire city.  Th e 
peop le ca m e a n d jeered a t h im …a n d th rew rot ten eggs a t h im …a n d s m a s h ed tom a toes in h is fa ce…a n d 
generally m a de h is life a m is era b le a s h e h a d on ce m a de th eirs .  An d th en , du r in g a religiou s fes t iva l, 
Sa m s on wa s ta ke to th e Tem ple of Da gon , wh ere h e wa s ch a in ed between th e tem ple’s m a s s ive p illa r s 
wh ile a d ru n ken orgy wa s celeb ra ted to h on or th eir Ph ilis t in e god .  All k in ds of Ph ilis t in es were 
th ere…h u n dreds a n d th ou s a n ds of m en a n d wom en …a lon g with th e five Ph ilis t in e k in gs wh o h a d s o lon g 
s ou gh t Sa m s on ’s down fa ll…a ll of th em la u gh in g a n d jeer in g a n d m a k in g fu n of th eir n ow h elp les s 
nemesis.  

Ah !  Bu t wh a t n o on e s eem ed to n ot ice in a ll th e revelry, h owever , wa s th a t du r in g h is 
im pr is on m en t , Sa m s on ’s h a ir h a d begu n to grow ba ck!  S ta n d in g th ere between th e tem ple p illa rs , 
Sa m s on tu rn ed h is b lin ded eyes towa rd h ea ven , a n d in th e on ly p ra yer th e book of J u dges ever records 
Samson uttering to the Lord…the only time Samson ever acknowledges something other than his long hair 
a n d m igh ty m u s cles bein g th e s ou rce of h is s t ren gth …Sa m s on p lea ds with th e Lord for power ju s t on e 
more time. 
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Su m m on in g a ll h is m igh t a n d cryin g ou t to th e Lord : “May I d ie w ith thes e heath en Ph ilis tin es ,” 
Samson gave a powerful shove against the massive pillars and the temple caved in upon both Samson and 
th e Ph ilis t in es , k illin g every la s t on e of th em , in clu d in g th e five k in gs a n d a ll th eir cou r t…a n d Sa m s on a s 
well.   An d th en , th e book of J u dges con clu des h is s tory by s a yin g, “And thos e S am s on k illed in h is d ea th 
outnumbered all of those he had killed during his lifetime.”    Mmmm!  

Now, I s u ppos e I cou ld ju s t s it down a n d lea ve th is s tory of a J ewis h h ero r igh t th ere.  Bu t for s om e 
rea s on , we Pres byter ia n p rea ch ers ju s t ca n ’t do th a t .  We’ve got to fin d SOME k in d of m ea n in g in wh a t 
s eem s to be a n oth erwis e UNMEANINGFUL ch a p ter of Is ra el’s h is tory.  So let m e, if you will, d ra w s evera l 
conclu s ion s wh ich occu r to m e from th is u n redeem ed s tory of Sa m s on ’s life.  Ma ybe th ere a re les s on s a n d 
con clu s ion s you m igh t d ra w you rs elf…a n d I wou ld en cou ra ge you to do s o.  Bu t if I’ve got to fin d s om e 
kind of meaning in this story of Samson’s life, then here’s what I think it might be.  

Fir s t of a ll, th e s tory of Sa m s on rem in ds m e, on ce a ga in , a s I a m OFTEN rem in ded wh en rea d in g 
about some of the unlikely heroes in scripture, that God can and DOES use all KINDS of persons to do his 
work and work his will – even spoiled, conceited, impetuous, hot-headed, overgrown, muscle-bound bullies 
like Sa m s on .  In m y wa y of th in k in g, th ere is lit t le or n oth in g redeem in g a bou t Sa m s on ’s life.  Th ere is 
n oth in g h e d id…n oth in g h e s a id…n oth in g a bou t h is m ora l ch a ra cter th a t I wou ld en cou ra ge u s to 
em u la te.  An d yet , for tu n a tely, I a m n ot Sa m s on ’s ju dge.  GOD is .  An d God ca lled h im a n d u s ed h im a t a 
t im e wh en Is ra el n eeded s om eon e like Sa m s on .  Wh ich tells m e th a t ou r God is a God of gra ce a n d m ercy 
a n d often t im es u n s u ffer in g pa t ien ce.  An d th a t gives m e grea t h ope.  For if God ca n u s e th e like of 
someone like Samson, then surely…SURELY God can use the likes of people like you and me as well.  

Secon d ly, I’m con vin ced th a t th e s tory of Sa m s on gives u s a ll, in d ividu a lly a n d collect ively, a 
wa rn in g a bou t th e u s e of power…wh eth er it be th e pers on a l power of ou r words …or ou r s t ren gth …or ou r 
pers on a lit ies …or ou r good looks …or ou r pers u a s ive a b ilit ies …or ou r in telligen ce – or wh eth er it be th e 
collect ive power of ou r s ociety -militarily…m ora lly…s ocia lly…govern m en ta lly.  If ou r power a n d s t ren gth 
a re n ot u s ed in th e r igh t wa ys …if th ey a re u s ed for pu rely pers on a l ga in …or in a rb it ra ry wa ys …or in wa ys 
th a t a re h u r t fu l ra th er th a n h elp fu l - th a t power m a y well b r in g a bou t th e des t ru ct ion of n ot on ly oth er 
peop le, bu t ou rs elves a s well…wh ich is p recis ely wh a t h a ppen ed to Sa m s on .  Power a n d s t ren gth ca n be a 
good th in g wh en u s ed in th e r igh t wa y…God’s wa y.  Bu t power a n d s t ren gth ca n b r in g a bou t des t ru ct ion 
with untold consequences when it is not channeled in the directions God would have us use it.  

And finally, I think this Samson story tells us to be exceedingly careful about relying on any form or 
m ea n s of ea r th ly, t ra n s itory power . Wit…in telligen ce…good looks …ch a rm …bea u ty…pers u a s iven es s …great 
s t ren gth …in flu en t ia l pos it ion – th ey a re ALL fleet in g.  Th ey will ALL pa s s a wa y.  Wh en pu s h com es to 
s h ove, th e on ly REAL s t ren gth in life com es from th e Lord…wh ich , u n for tu n a tely, Sa m s on rea lized a ll too 
late.  

So let u s p ra y to th e Lord , ou r God th a t WE m a y n ot m a ke th e k in ds of m is ta kes Sa m s on m a de of 
t ru s t in g in s om eth in g…ANYTHING…OTHER th a n th e Lord in ou r lives .  For , wh en pu s h com es to s h ove, 
God…and God alone…as the Psalmist says…is our strength and our refuge…both now and forever more.   

Amen…and AMEN!      

        

    

With thanks and credit to Wm. Phillippe, “The Problem with Long Hair,” pp. 55-62, Bible Stories You’ve Never Heard Before

 

for the original idea and some of the wording used 
in this sermon.   
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