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Now, I don ’t kn ow a bou t you , bu t I th in k it ’s STRANGE th a t th is very fa m ilia r s tory wh ich 
Jesus tells h a s becom e kn own a s The Parable of the Prod igal S on .  I m ea n , REALLY!  THINK a bou t 
it .  J ESUS does n ’t ca ll it th a t .  Th e Gos pel wr iter LUKE does n ’t ca ll it th a t .  Even th e Good News 
Bib les you fin d on you r pew does n ’t ca ll it th a t .  In fa ct , a qu ick ch eck of s even d ifferen t Bib le 
translations I have in my office shows that not a single ONE of them call this story which Jesus tells 
The Parable of the Prod igal S on .  An d yet , th a t ’s EXACTLY wh a t it s com e to be kn own a s .  In fa ct , 
th e Bib le n ever u s es th e word PRODIGAL a t a ll.  Fu r th erm ore, wh en you rea d th e wh ole pa ra b le – 
wh ich m os t peop le don ’t do, you kn ow…m os t peop le ten d to s top a t th e pa r t wh ere th e fa th er 
th rows a b ig pa r t for th e s on wh o wa s los t , bu t n ow is fou n d…wa s dea d , bu t n ow is a live – bu t 
when you read to the END of the parable, you discover that it’s not just the story of ONE son, but of 
TWO.  And when you put the two together, you then discover that, in reality its not so much a story 
a bou t th e two s on s a t a ll, bu t a s tory a bou t th e FATHER…a “Prod igal Dad .”  How does th e wh ole 
thing begin?  “There once w as a m an w ho had tw o s ons …”  

Now, th e word “prodigal” of cou rs e, is a n old En glis h word we don ’t u s e m u ch a n y 
m ore…excep t , of cou rs e, in rela t ion to th is s tory.  It or igin a lly m ea n t exceed in gly LAVISH…or 
EXTRAVAGANT…or GENEROUS…in th e very BEST s en s e of th e wor ld .  Wh ich m a kes it s t ra n ge 
that it has come to mean, in most of our minds, WILD…or RECKLESS…or ENGAGING in some kind 
of IMMORAL BEHAVIOUR.  An d even STRANGER YET th a t we good , Bib le-believin g, ch u rch -going 
peop le h a ve com e to a pp ly it th e YOUNGER s on …NOT beca u s e of wh a t J ESUS s a id a bou t h im – 
J es u s on ly s a id th a t h e s pen t h is m on ey “foolishly”…bu t beca u s e of wh a t th e OLDER broth er s a id 
about him..  But more about that in a minute.  

If for th e m om en t , h owever , you ta ke th e word “prodigal” to m ea n wh a t it or igin a lly m ea n t -- 
EXTREMELY GENEROUS a n d GRACIOUS…a lm os t to th e poin t of EXTRAVAGANCE – th en wh a t I’d 
like to s u gges t to you is th a t it is a ctu a lly a m u ch bet ter des cr ip t ion of th e FATHER in J es u s ’ s tory 
than it is of either of his less-than-admirable sons.  Because when you come right down to it, Jesus’ 
pa ra b le is rea lly th e s tory of a m a n wh os e love a n d forgivin g a t t itu de towa rd h is ch ild ren …BOTH of 
h is ch ild ren …is n oth in g les s th a n EXTRAVAGANT.  Wh ich is PRECISELY wh a t J es u s wa n ts u s to 
u n ders ta n d a bou t GOD a n d God’s a t t itu de towa rd US a s well.  An d in order to h elp u s 
UNDERSTAND th a t r ea lity…in order to b r in g it down to a level wh ere we ca n com preh en d it a n d 
buy into it…Jesus tells us a story which is, in reality, the story of OUR LIVES.  

Oka y, s o let ’s begin with th e OLDER broth er .  He’s m os t often th e n eglected on e…th e on e 
everybody over looks beca u s e th ey’re s o gla d to get th e s t ra y-away-from-home-having-lived-his-life-
in-wild-and-riotous-livin g YOUNGER broth er ba ck h om e a ga in .  Bu t in rea lity, it ’s n ot u n t il th e 
you n ger b roth er retu rn s th a t we even h ea r a n yth in g a bou t th e older b roth er .  Bu t m a ybe th a t ’s 
beca u s e it ’s n ot u n t il th e retu rn of h is you n ger b roth er th a t th e older b roth er ’s t ru e colors begin to 
show.  

Wh en on e of th e s erva n ts in form s h im th a t h is lon g-los t b roth er h a s fin a lly com e h om e a n d 
h is fa th er is th rowin g a pa r ty for h im , th e older b roth er becom es INDIGNANT…INCENSED…a n d 
refu s es to go in a n d join th e fes t ivit ies .  He won ’t h a vin g a n y pa r t of welcom in g h is s n ivelin g, 
weaseling-his-way-back-into-his-father’s-good-graces brother back into the family fold.    
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So th e fa th er goes ou t a n d PLEADS with h is older s on to com e in a n d join th e pa r ty.  Bu t 
th a t on ly fa n s th e fla m es of th e older b roth er ’s a n ger a n d h e begin s to ra n t a n d ra ve.  “Look , old 
man!” h e s h ou ts , th e vein s on h is n eck begin n in g to bu lge a s h is fa ce tu rn s beet red a n d h is lon g 
rep res s ed res en tm en t begin s to s h ow.  “I’ve w ork ed for y ou ALL thes e y ears .  I’ve ALW AYS d one 
w h at y ou w an ted m e to d o.  I’ve OBEYED y our ru les .  I’ve DONE w h at I’m s uppos ed to d o. I’ve 
W ORKED hard to be the k ind of pers on y ou w an ted m e to be.  Bu t d id y ou ever th row a party for ME?  
Did y ou ever offer to h ave a barbeque for m e and MY friend s ?  Of COURS E not!  Bu t th is SON of 
yours,” h e s a ys in h is m os t con des cen d in g, lip -cu r led ton e, “this SON of y ours … th is s n iveling little 
BRAT w ho w as ted all y our m oney on pros titu tes and w ild liv in g…com es w altz ing back hom e an d 
w h at d o YOU d o?  You th row h im PARTY!  You h ave a CELEBRATION!  You REW ARD h im , for 
heaven’s s ak e!  W ell, it m ak es m e S ICK!  I’m not ABOUT to com e in a join a party .  Over m y d ead 
body!”  

Bu t WAIT a m in u te!  Wa it ju s t a cot ton -p ick in ’ m in u te h ere!  Did J es u s ever m en t ion 
anyth in g a bou t PROSTITUTES a n d WILD LIVING?  NO!  Not ONCE d id J es u s even IMPLY s u ch a 
th in g.  An d yet , every m ovie I’ve ever s een th a t ’s ba s ed on th is s tory s h ows h im “liv in g it up” with a 
bu n ch of wild wom en of les s th a n des ira b le repu ta t ion .  An d every eva n gelis t I’ve ever h ea rd p rea ch 
on th is pa s s a ge h a s ch os en to believe th e older b roth er a s well…PRECISELY BECAUSE it en a b les 
th em to jerk th e ch a in of ou r m ora l in d ign a t ion .  Wh ich is EXACTLY wh a t p iet is t ic, s elf-righteous 
“elder b roth ers ” a re ALWAYS t ryin g to do…look in g down th eir n os es a t oth er peop le th ey th in k a re 
BENEATH them and trying to get US to do the same thing!  

Bu t J es u s will  h a ve NONE of it !  Do you rem em ber wh y J es u s told th is pa ra b le in th e fir s t 
p la ce…wh y th e s u b ject of a “fath er w ho h ad tw o s ons ” ever ca m e u p to begin with ?  It wa s beca u s e 
th e p iet is t ic, s elf-r igh teou s s cr ibes a n d Ph a r is ees were grou s in g a rou n d a bou t J es u s welcom in g 
ou tca s t a n d s in n ers a n d even EATING  with th em , for h ea ven ’s s a ke!  So h e told th em th is s tory in 
th e h opes th a t th e p iet is t ic, s elf-r igh teou s s cr ibes a n d Ph a r is ees m igh t s ee THEMSELVES reflected 
in th e m ir ror of th e older b roth er – REFUSING to be forgivin g…REFUSING to be 
gra ciou s …REFUSING to be a ccep t in g a n d lovin g a n d welcom in g towa rd th os e wh o fin d th eir wa y 
back to the “father,” knowing they don’t deserve it, but begging for forgiveness anyway.     

An d J es u s told US th is s tory, I’m con vin ced , in th e h opes th a t WE p iet is t ic, s elf-righteous 
older b roth ers m igh t s ee OURSELVES reflected in th e s tory a s well.  You KNOW wh o th e older 
brother IS, don’t you?  He is US!  He’s YOU and he’s ME!  He’s that part of us that always does what 
we’re SUPPOSED to do a n d RESENTS th os e wh o don ’t .  He’s th a t pa r t of u s th a t a n s wers to 
OBLIGATION a n d DUTY, yet s ecret ly wis h es s om et im es WE cou ld get a wa y with a lit t le “w ild and 
riotous living” ourselves!  But we’re SCARED of that part of ourselves and we don’t want to FACE UP 
to it s o we LASH OUT a t th os e wh o do a n d feel grea t MORAL SUPERIORITY over bein g a b le to look 
down ou r n os es a t th os e wh o “w alk on the w ild s id e”…th os e wh os e lifes tyles ……wh os e m ora l 
wea kn es s es …wh os e ch oices in life…s om et im es get th em in to t rou b le.  It en a b les u s to feel “oh s o 
PROUD of ourselves” because WE’VE done what’s right…WE’VE remained pure…WE’VE lived life the 
way we’re SUPPOSED to live while our immoral, reprobate younger brothers have screwed it all up!    

Pla in a n d s im ple, th e older b roth er is th a t pa r t of u s th a t lives th e wa y were s u ppos ed to live 
NOT ou t of J OY or THANKSGIVING or HAPPINESS, bu t beca u s e it ’s ou r DUTY…ou r 
OBLIGATION…ou r RESPONSIBILITY.  An d t ra n s la ted in to religiou s term s , h e’s th a t pa r t of u s goes 
to ch u rch on Su n da y m orn in g beca u s e we’re SUPPOSED to go…n ot beca u s e we WANT to go.  He’s 
th a t pa r t of u s th a t con vin ces u s we OUGHT to tea ch Su n da y Sch ool…we OUGHT to s erve on th e 
Boa rd of Dea con s …we OUGHT to h elp with th e you th grou p…we OUGHT to give to th e On e Grea t 
Hou r of Sh a r in g – n ot beca u s e we WANT to…n ot beca u s e we wa n t to rejoice a n d celeb ra te a n d give 
s om eth in g ba ck to God for a ll th e m a n y b les s in gs God h a s given fir s t to u s …bu t beca u s e we 
OUGHT to…beca u s e it ’s ou r DUTY…beca u s e it ’s wh a t we’re SUPPOSED to do.    An d th e older 
b roth er is th a t pa r t of u s th a t s ecret ly…deep down in s ide…h opes God will PUNISH a ll th os e 
“you n ger b roth er types ” wh o AREN’T livin g th e wa y th ey’re s u ppos ed to live wh en WE ARE…or s o 
we like to think!  

But wait a minute…WAIT a minute…WAIT a minute!  Before we go bad-mouthing the OLDER 
brother all day long, let’s remember that it was the YOUNGER brother who caused all the trouble to  
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begin with …n ow wa s n ’t it !  After a ll, th e OLDER broth er wa s th e on e wh o s ta yed h om e a n d d id 
wh a t h e wa s SUPPOSED to do.  An d wh a t’s wron g with th a t?  It wa s th e YOUNGER broth er wh o 
went off and squandered his life away ‘til he was eating slop with the pigs in the pig pen of life.  And 
if you don ’t get th e im plica t ion s th ere, to th e J ews to wh om J es u s wa s or igin a lly tellin g th is s tory, 
p igs …h ogs …s win e were a s n a s ty a n d u n clea n a s you cou ld get .  An d to s a y th a t th e you n ger s on 
wa s n ot on ly TENDING th e p igs …bu t EATING with th em in th eir own s lop…well, it wa s ta n ta m ou n t 
to saying he had sunk as low as low could go – physically, morally, righteously, socially.  So let’s not 
go ru n n in g th e s elf-r igh teou s OLDER broth er down wh ile we pu t th e YOUNGER broth er on s om e 
k in d of pedes ta l.  Neith er ONE of th em , J es u s wou ld h a ve u s u n ders ta n d , is a n yth in g to s h ou t 
about. 

Well, th e YOUNGER s on tells u s wh o HE is r igh t a t th e very begin n in g of J es u s ’ s tory.  
“Father, give m e w h at is m ine NOW !”  Now, in a cu ltu re n ot tota lly u n s im ila r to ou r own , wh ere you 
gen era lly don ’t receive you r in h er ita n ce u n t il AFTER th e pers on you ’re in h er it in g from is dea d a n d 
gone, such a request was tantamount to the younger son saying to his father, “To the d ev il w ith y ou , 
old m an!  You m igh t as w ell be DEAD for all I care!  Give m e w h at’s com ing to m e NOW , cau s e I’m ou t 
of here!”  In oth er words , it wa s th e ULTIMATE s la p in th e fa ce…th e ULTIMATE reject ion of h is 
father…the ULTIMATE turning of his back on his old man.  

An d th en h e goes ou t to th e b r igh t ligh ts of th e city a n d HOWEVER h e does it , h e wa s tes 
everyth in g h e’s got ten from h is fa th er…ALL of h is in h er ita n ce…ALL of h is b les s in g…in reck les s 
living.  And once that has happened, the bottom drops out of his life as economic hard times hit the 
la n d a n d h e h a s n o res erves …n o res ou rces to fa ll ba ck on a n d becom es u t ter ly des t itu te…to th e 
poin t h e beca m e willin g to ea t th e s lop h e wa s feed in g to th e p igs .  Bu t u n for tu n a tely, n o on e wou ld 
let him have even that!   

Now, you KNOW who the younger brother is, don’t you?  He’s that part of us that may KNOW 
wh a t is r igh t…th a t m a y KNOW wh a t we’re SUPPOSED to do…th a t m a y KNOW h ow we’re 
SUPPOSED to live…bu t s om et im es , in s p ite of a ll th a t , s a ys , “To heck w ith it all!  I’m gonn a live life 
on MY term s , com e hell or h igh w ater.  I’m gonn a d o w h at I w an t to d o, not w h at s om ebod y te lls m e 
I’m S UPPOS ED to d o.  All m y fud d y -d ud d y old er brothers can live w ith the ir d u ty an d obliga tion… th eir 
ru les and regu la tion s all they w an t.  Bu t not ME!  I’m going to ENJOY m y s elf!  I’m gonn a d o th ings MY 
w ay , an d I d on’t care W HO ge ts hurt in the proces s .”  

Of cou rs e, n on e of u s ever s a ys th a t ou tr igh t!  Of cou rs e n ot!  We wou ldn ’t be s o foolis h !  Bu t 
th a t ’s th e wa y we en d u p doin g th in gs a n ywa y beca u s e th e you n ger b roth er is s o m u ch a pa r t OF 
u s .  He IS wh o we a re…ju s t a s th e p iet is t ic, s elf-r igh teou s OLDER broth er is a pa r t of u s 
too…although, if the truth were know, I imagine most of us have a lot more of the OLDER brother in 
u s th a n th e YOUNGER broth er .  Mos t of u s a re m u ch m ore play-by-the-ru les , live-the-way-we’re 
SUPPOSED-to-live-people th a n we a re to-hell-w ith -it-all, th row -caution-to-the-wind k in d of peop le.  
Wh ich , of cou rs e, m a kes u s s it in p ret ty h a rs h J UDGEMENT of th e you n ger b roth ers a m on g 
u s …even th e you n ger b roth ers WITHIN u s .  Wh a t wa s it th e Apos t le Pa u l s a id in th e 8 th Ch a p ter of 
Romans:  “I k now w h at I’m S UPPOS ED to d o, bu t I can ’t DO it!  I k now w ho I’m S UPPOS ED to be, bu t I 
can ’t BE it!  W h at a lous y , rotten pers on I am !”  To be s u re, th e OLDER broth er is a lwa ys look in g 
down his nose at the YOUNGER brother…among us…or within us.  

Bu t wh a t a bou t th e FATHER in th e s tory?  It is , a fter a ll, HIS s tory, is n ’t it?  Th e pa r ts a bou t 
th e you n ger b roth er a n d th e older b roth er a re s im ply s u b -p lots J es u s offers to h elp u s s ee wh o th e 
FATHER – wh o J es u s wou ld h a ve u s u n ders ta n d is u lt im a tely God – rea lly is .  An d wh o th e 
FATHER…God…rea lly is , J es u s tells u s , is a PRODIGAL DAD – offer in g gra ce…a n d m ercy…a n d 
forgiven es s …a n d com pa s s ion …a n d u n ders ta n d in g…a n d love to ALL of His ch ild ren – both th os e of 
u s wh o a re th e YOUNGER broth er wh o h a ve s om eh ow los t ou r wa y in wild , reck les s livin g…a s 
WELL a s th os e of u s wh o a re th e OLDER broth er wh o h a ve ALSO los t ou r wa y in p iet is t ic, s elf-
righteous judgment of others.  

I ca ll h im PRODIGAL beca u s e h e is EXTRAVAGANT…LAVISH…a lm os t to th e poin t of 
RECKLESSNESS…in his gracious, generous love for us all.  And I call him DAD because that’s what  
J es u s s a ys God is like wh en it com es to h is ch ild ren …like a da d wh o, n o m a t ter wh a t h is k id s a re 
like…no matter how far they wander in the far country…no matter how judgmental or self-righteous  
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or p iet is t ic th ey m a y s om et im es a ct…th ey a re STILL h is ch ild ren .  An d th ou gh h e m a y n ot a lwa ys 
LIKE wh a t th ey do…th ou gh h e m a y n ot a lwa ys APPROVE of th eir beh a vior…God ca n ’t HELP bu t 
love them none-the-less – YOUNGER brother and OLDER brother alike.  

So n o m a t ter WHERE you s ta n d in th is gra n d m ixtu re we ca ll th e Fa m ily of God , ta ke a good 
h a rd look a t th e FATHER in J es u s ’ s tory.  Th ere h e is , s ta n d in g with a rm s ou ts t retch ed , in vit in g 
BOTH h is wa ywa rd ch ild ren in to th e celeb ra t ion of His love.  Oh , h e’s n ot n a ïve…or b lin d…or 
stupid.  He KNOWS our faults.  He UNDERSTANDS our weaknesses.  He RECOGNIZES our failures.  
Bu t h e LOVES u s , n on e-the-less.  An d in th a t s en s e, h e is PRODIGAL…prod iga l to th e poin t of 
EXTRAVAGANCE!  Extra va ga n t in GRACE…extra va ga n t in MERCY…extra va ga n t in 
FORGIVENESS…a n d MOST of a ll…extra va ga n t in LOVE.  An d THANK GOD th a t h e is !  Th a n k GOD 
that he is!  If only WE could be more like our Prodigal Dad!  

Will you join me in prayer:  

Th a n k you , Prod iga l Da d , for bein g wh o you a re…a n d for lovin g u s in s p ite of wh o we a re.  
Wh eth er we a re th e you n ger of you r ch ild ren off wa n der in g in a fa r cou n try a wa y from you …or th e 
older of your children, standing out in the fields of our own self-righteousness, refusing to come and 
join th e celeb ra t ion of you r gra ce a n d m ercy…you love u s s t ill.  An d we a re gra tefu l.  We a re 
grateful, Lord.  

We kn ow you don ’t a lwa ys like th e wa y we a ct , Prod iga l Da d , a n d ca ll on u s …en cou ra ge 
u s …plea d with u s to ch a n ge ou r wa ys .  Bu t we kn ow you love u s n on e-the-les s .  An d for th a t , we 
a re s o very gra tefu l…a n d h u m bled…a n d rem in ded of you r ext ra va ga n ce…a n d ou r often t im es LACK 
of ext ra va ga n t gra ce towa rd oth ers .  Help u s to be m ore PRODIGAL, Da d!  Help u s to be m ore like 
YOU.  In th e n a m e of you r gra ciou s a n d lovin g Prod iga l Son J es u s , we m a ke ou r p ra yer .  
Amen…and Amen!   
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