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Now, th e Sea s on of Ep iph a n y, of cou rs e, is th e s ea s on of th e ch u rch yea r wh en we rem em ber 
th e b rea k in g in of God’s rea lity in to th e wor ld a rou n d u s …es pecia lly in th e pers on a n d work of 
J es u s , th e Ch r is t…th e on e we ca ll Em m a n u el…God WITH u s .  An d yet , s om e folk s th es e da ys h a ve 
a d ifficu lt t im e SEEING God’s p res en ce a n d s a y th a t th e s ign s of God’s rea lity a re few a n d fa r 
between .  Som e cla im th a t God does n ’t do m ira cles a n y m ore….th a t Gods does n ’t SHOW God’s s elf 
a s God d id in th e da ys of old .   Som e folk s even th in k God h a s qu it givin g u s SIGNS a ltogeth er . Bu t 
I’m not so sure that’s true.  

Perh a ps you will rem em ber th e Golden Old ie s on g from th e la te 60 ’s or ea r ly 70’s  th a t u s ed 
to p la y on th e ra d io a lot…a n d s t ill does on th e “old ies ” s ta t ion s .  It ’s ca lled Signs a n d wa s s u n g by 
the Five Man Electric Band.  The chorus of it went like this:  

Signs, signs, everywhere are signs,  
B lock ing ou t the s cenery , break ing m y m ind ,  
Do this! Don’t do that!  Can’t you read the signs!  
To be s u re, th e s ign s of God’s p res en ce a re everywh ere.  We ju s t don ’t a lwa ys kn ow h ow to 

rea d th em .  An d often t im es , we m is s th e b igges t s ign of a ll:  th e on e th a t looks ba ck a t u s wh en we 
stare at our reflection in the mirror.  

Ou r s cr ip tu re rea d in gs th is m orn in g com e to u s from th ree p la ces with in th e New Tes ta m en t 
and two from the Old…and they all have to do with SIGNS.  I invite you to listen to the Word of God.    

   

Isaiah 60:1-3 
Matthew 16:1-4 

Mark 8:11-13 
John 20:30-31 
Judges 6:1-24    

Leader: Friends, rejoice and give thanks, for this is the Word of the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God!  

 Call to Prayer:“S pirit of the Liv in g God ”  

A Prayer for Guidance

 

Show us the signs of your presence all around us Holy God! 
Help us to see you at work in our world. 

Help us to feel your holy presence in our lives. 
Help us to know you are Emmanuel… 
here…with us…in the midst of us… 

O Holy One who is as close to us as the air we breathe… 
as close to us as the person right beside us… 

as close to us as the reflection we see in mirror. 
Show us the signs, Lord, and help us see! 

For we ask it in Christ name, Amen!   

Now, like u s toda y, th e peop le in J es u s ’ t im e wa n ted to s ee th e SIGNS of God’s p res en ce in 
th eir m ids t…or to be m ore s pecific…to s ee th e s ign s of God’s p res en ce in J ESUS.  In oth er words , 
th ey often wa n ted h im to do MIRACLES in order to PROVE th a t h e h a d God’s b les s in g…to PROVE 
th a t h e wa s wh o h e s a id h e wa s …to PROVE th a t th e power of God Alm igh ty n ot on ly res ted UPON 
him…but also WITHIN him.   But Jesus always refused…at least he refused in the Synoptic Gospels  
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– Ma t th ew, Ma rk , a n d Lu ke…prim a r ily beca u s e J es u s d idn ’t wa n t peop le believin g in h im J UST 
beca u s e h e cou ld do m ira cles …J UST beca u s e h e cou ld s h ow th em a SIGN.  J OHN’S gos pel on th e 
other hand is FULL of signs…MIRACLES, John called them…all of which John recorded PRECISELY 
s o th a t peop le WOULD believe in J es u s …s o th a t by believin g in h im , th ey m a y h a ve life.  All of 
wh ich , it s eem s to m e, becom es qu ite CONFUSING wh en we’re t ryin g to u n ders ta n d th is wh ole 
SIGN business…and how those signs are supposed to PROVE God’s presence in our midst. 

Well, in order to u n ders ta n d it a ll a lit t le bet ter , I wa n t to tu rn ou r a t ten t ion AWAY from 
Jesus for a moment and take a look back at an Old Testament character named GIDEON.   

Now, to be h on es t a bou t it , th e on ly th in g th a t MOST of u s kn ow a bou t GIDEON is th a t h e’s 
got a lot of fr ien ds wh o like to pu t Bib les in h otel room s a ll over th e wor ld .   Oh , for s om e of u s , 
th ere’s th is va gu e m em ory of h im b lowin g on a t ru m pet a n d s ca r in g th e bejeebes ou t of Is ra el’s 
en em ies .  Bu t in a ll h on es ty, th a t ’s a bou t it .  Or ra th er th a t wa s a bou t it for ME…u n til, th a t is , I 
recently re-read Gideon’s story from the book of Judges.  

It ’s a s tory from Is ra el’s a n cien t pa s t – before th e tem ple in J eru s a lem …before Kin g Da vid in 
a ll h is gra n deu r…before Is ra el even h a d a n y k in gs a t a ll.  Gideon wa s on e of Is ra el’s J UDGES…like 
Deborah and Samson…charismatic leaders who, by the spirit of God, defended Israel from  
her enemies and inspired the people with their heroic deeds.  

Bu t Gideon wa s n o h ero, a t lea s t n ot a t firs t .  Like a ll th e oth er ju dges in Is ra el’s h is tory, h is 
abilities ca m e n ot from with in h im s elf, bu t from God .  An d it took th e vis it of a n a n gel a n d a s ign 
from th e Lord to get h im goin g.  Even th en , h owever , th e a n gel h a d to do s om e m igh ty powerfu l 
con vin cin g to get Gideon on boa rd with God’s p la n .  Bu t th a t ’s wh a t I LIKE a bou t Gideon – h is 
undisguised queasiness a bou t a n s wer in g God’s ca ll…s or t of like Mos es …a n d J erem ia h …a n d 
J on a h …a n d ME.  He wa s n ’t b ra ve.  He d idn ’t s tep r igh t u p a n d VOLUNTEER for th e a s s ign m en t .  
He d idn ’t s a y , “Here I am , Lord !  S end ME!”  In s tea d , h e kep t com in g u p with rea s on wh y h e 
COULDN’T do wh a t God wa s a s k in g h im to do.  An d h e wou ldn ’t bu dge with ou t a SIGN…with ou t a 
display of divine fireworks to PROVE that the angel really was sent from God.    

The story of his call begins in a wine press where he was hiding out from the Midianites, who 
were Is ra el’s en em ies of th e da y.  Th e p res s wa s a b ig va t ca rved ou t of a rock in th e grou n d , b ig 
en ou gh for s evera l peop le to t rom p gra pes in …a n d b ig en ou gh , in th is ca s e, to th res h wh ea t .  
Gideon wa s down th ere beca u s e every t im e th e Mid ia n ites s a w s om eth in g of va lu e, th ey ga lloped in 
on th eir ca m els a n d took it .  Th ey were a powerfu l n om a dic t r ibe wh o h a d p la gu ed Is ra el for yea rs .  
Th ey let th e Is ra elites do a ll th e work…h a rves t in g th e gra pes or th e wh ea t or th e ba r ley or th e 
olives .  An d th en , wh en a ll th e work wa s don e a n d everyth in g wa s a ll n ea t ly p iled u p in ba s kets , 
th ey wou ld s woop in a n d ta ke it a ll…killin g a n y of th e Is ra elites wh o da red to get in th e wa y or t ry 
and stop them.    

Well, after seven years of such torment and suffering, the people were all crying out for relief. 
So God fin a lly s a id en ou gh wa s en ou gh a n d s en t a n a n gel to s h ow Gideon a wa y ou t of it a ll.  On ly 
th e in it ia l in terview d idn ’t go s o well.  “The Lord is w ith y ou , y ou brave and m igh ty m an ,” th e a n gel 
s a id to Gideon , wh o, it beca m e rea d ily a ppa ren t ,  wa s in n o m ood for eith er fla t tery OR religiou s 
talk about the Lord.  “W ell if the Lord IS w ith u s ,” Gideon bluntly replied, “th en w h y in the s am -hill is 
all this happening to us?”    

It wa s a s if th e a n gel h a d s im p ly s a id , “Good Morn in g, Gid eon!” a n d Gideon h a d rep lied , 
“Yeah RIGHT!  W h at’s s o GOOD abou t it?”  By h is defin it ion …wh ich , I im a gin e is p ret ty s im ila r to 
OUR defin it ion s …th e wa y you kn ow th e Lord is WITH you is th a t everyth in g is goin g well:  n o 
trouble…no sickness…no marauding band of Midianites breathing down your neck.  Gideon wanted  
th e God h e h a d h ea rd m ira cle s tor ies a bou t…th e God wh o d id won derfu l deeds like pa r t in g th e Red 
Sea and providing manna from heaven and water from the rock and bringing Israel up out of Egypt-
la n d a n d in to a la n d flowin g with m ilk a n d h on ey…NOT th is God wh o s im ply s tood by for s even 
years while his SUPPOSEDLY chosen people were robbed and killed.  

Well, im m edia tely th e a n gel s im ply a greed th a t it wa s t im e to pu t a s top to a ll th e t rou b le 
Is ra el wa s exper ien cin g.  So r igh t th en a n d th ere, h e com m is s ion ed Gideon to ta ke ca re of it a ll.  
“YOU go d o it, Gid eon!” th e a n gel s a id to h im .  “YOU go w ith all of y our great s trength and res cue 
Is rael from the Mid ian ites !”  Which was NOT…I repeat…NOT what Gideon had in mind.   



 “But…but…but,” Gideon s pu t tered .  “How can I d o it? I’m w eak .  I’m s m all.  I’m leas t.  There 
m us t be d oz ens …HUNDREDS …of others w h o are be tter qu alified th an I am .  I d id n’t volun teer.  
Honestly…HONESTLY…I’m NOT your man.  

“But I w ill be WITH y ou ,” th e Lord rep lied .  Wh ich s a ys to m e th a t Gideon ’s own s elf-
perceived la ck of qu a lifica t ion s d idn ’t rea lly m a t ter m u ch .  All th a t m a t tered wa s h is pa r tn ers h ip 
with God…who doesn’t call ANYONE to do ANYTHING without also promising to go WITH them!    

S t ill, Gideon wa n ted to m a ke s u re it wa s rea lly God h e wa s dea lin g with a n d n ot ju s t a ba d 
case of indigestion talking to him.  So he said,  “S how m e a S IGN.  I’ve got to h ave a S IGN if I’m goin g 
to believe.  S how m e a S IGN th a t y ou really are w ho y ou s ay to are.  S how m e a S IGN th a t it’s really 
God w ho is calling m e.”  

Now, if Gideon h a d been a New Tes ta m en t ch a ra cter in s tea d of a n Old , h e m igh t h a ve got ten 
h im s elf in to s om e h ot wa ter for a s k in g s u ch a th in g.  In th e NEW Tes ta m en t…a t lea s t in th os e fir s t 
th ree Gos pels – Ma t th ew, Ma rk a n d Lu ke – th e on ly rea s on you wou ld ever a s k for a SIGN wa s 
beca u s e you d idn ’t h a ve FAITH…beca u s e you wa n ted J es u s to PROVE s om eth in g…beca u s e you 
n eeded a SIGN in order to BELIEVE.  In J oh n ’s Gos pel, a s we s a id ea r lier , it ’s d ifferen t .  J oh n ’s 
Gos pel h a s th is wh ole SERIES of s ign s …SEVEN of th em in a ll…ALL of wh ich a re th ere PRECISELY 
to p rove th a t J es u s m os t defin itely IS th e Son of God…s o th a t by BELIEVING th a t J es u s is th e Son 
of God , th e rea der m igh t h a ve LIFE.  Th e d ifferen ce for J OHN, you s ee, is th a t th e peop le n ever ASK 
for signs.  Jesus just DOES them…precisely IN ORDER to PROVE who he is.   

In th e OLD Tes ta m en t , h owever…th e HEBREW s cr ip tu re…it wa s per fect ly a ccep ta b le to ASK 
for a s ign .  It wa s even con s idered a GOOD IDEA – a wa y to “tes t th e s p ir it s ,” s o to s pea k , in order 
to m a ke s u re th a t wh a t wa s ca llin g you d idn ’t com e from th e da rk s ide of th e m oon OR from you r 
own im a gin a t ion .  So Gideon d id wh a t ANYONE in h is pos it ion wou ld h a ve don e.  He a s ked for a 
SIGN.  An d h e h im s elf even des ign ed th e s ign .  Tellin g th e a n gel to s it t igh t , h e ra n in th e h ou s e to 
prepare a meal.  

Now, wh a t com es n ext , of cou rs e, is s o s t ra n ge th a t th ere’s n o rea s on wh y ANY of u s s h ou ld 
u n ders ta n d it .  Bu t wh a t Gideon wa n ts to kn ow wa s h ow th e a n gel will con s u m e th e m ea l.  If h is 
visitor simply gobbles down the  
goa t , s ops u p th e gra vy with h is b rea d , wipes h is lip s on th e ba ck of h is h a n d a n d bu rps (wh ich , by 
th e wa y, wa s a s ign in Midd le Ea s tern cu ltu re of h ow m u ch you en joyed th e m ea l), th en Gideon 
would KNOW that he has a fake on his hands….that it’s not really God who is talking to him  But, if 
th e m ea l bu rs ts in to fla m es a n d is con s u m ed by fire, th en h e will kn ow it t ru ly IS God . Don ’t a s k 
m e WHY it h a s to h a ppen th a t wa y.  Th a t ’s ju s t th e wa y peop le believe God p roved God’s s elf in 
those days.  

So wh en Gideon com es ou t of th e h ou s e with a ll th e food th e a n gel tells h im to pu t it a ll on a 
rock a n d to pou r th e pot of b roth over top of it .  Th en with th e tou ch of h is s t ick , th e rock s u dden ly 
bu rs ts in to fla m e, con s u m es th e m ea l a n d th e a n gel va n is h es from Gideon ’s s igh t .  After wh ich 
Gideon cou ld on ly s ta re with h is m ou th h a n gin g open , kn owin g th a t h e h a d been in th e p res en ce of 
th e Lord!  “Lord , HELP m e!” h e cr ied ou t in fea r for h is life.  “I’ve ju s t s een an an gel of the Lord face 
to face!”  

Bu t th e Lord s a id to h im , “Don’t be afraid , Gid eon!  You s h all not d ie! Peace be w ith y ou!”  So 
Gideon built an altar there and called the place The Peace of the Lord.  

Now, you ’ll h a ve to rea d th e book of J u dges to fin d ou t th e res t of th is won derfu l a n d 
fascinating story.  Just suffice it to say that with Gideon on the warpath and God by his side, things 
don’t go so well for the Medianites from that point on.  

Wh a t I wa n t u s to th in k a bou t th is m orn in g, h owever , is n ot s o m u ch wh a t h a ppen ed to th e 
Media n ites , bu t to th e im por ta n t LESSON th is s tory of Gideon offers to u s a ll.  Beca u s e th e rea l 
BEAUTY of th e s tory…for ME, a n ywa y…is in th is wh ole bu s in es s a bou t SIGNS.  Gideon wa n ted a 
SIGN in order to believe God wa s a ctu a lly goin g to DO s om eth in g a bou t th e Media n ites .  Well God 
GAVE Gideon wh a t h e a s ked for .  An d Gideon HIMSELF wa s it !  Gideon HIMSELF beca m e th e s ign 
h e a s ked to s ee!   It wa s n ’t ju s t th e m ea l th a t bu rn ed u p on th e rock .  Th a t wa s ju s t don e s o th a t 
Gideon cou ld kn ow for s u re th a t it rea lly wa s God wh o wa s ta lk in g to h im .  No, wh a t Gideon 
REALLY wa n ted…th e REAL SIGN Gideon wa n ted to s ee…wa s th a t God ca red en ou gh a bou t h is 
peop le to pu t a n en d to th eir s u ffer in g a n d torm en t…a n en d to a ll th e robb in g a n d th e k illin g th e 
Is ra elites were goin g th rou gh a t th e h a n ds of th e Media n ites .   An d th a t wa s PRECISELY wh a t God 



ga ve Gideon by ca llin g GIDEON HIMSELF to be God’s SIGN…to be th e PROOF th a t God loved a n d 
ca red en ou gh a bou t th e p ligh t of th e Is ra elites to a ctu a lly DO s om eth in g a bou t it .  By a n s wer in g 
God’s call, Gideon BECOMES God’s sign.   

Wh ich is , to be s u re, a powerfu l m es s a ge for u s toda y wh en WE TOO…even in ou r OWN da y 
and age…long for a SIGN that God is indeed WITH us…that God CARES about us…that God LOVES 
u s .  Even in ou r OWN da y a n d a ge, WE TOO get t ired of h a vin g to “h ide ou t ,” s o to s pea k , from th e 
“Media n ites ” th a t p la gu e ou r lives …from wh a tever it is th a t torm en ts ou r livin g.  WE TOO lon g for 
God’s won derfu l deeds a n d s om et im es wa n t to a s k for God to PROVE God’s s elf by doin g s om eth in g 
SPECTACULAR .    

Com e on , God !  S tep in and DO s om eth in g abou t all the hunger in the w orld … abou t all the 
n a tu ral d is as ters … abou t the pain and s u ffering so many people have to go through!   

Com e on , God !  Prove y ou CARE abou t people w ho are s ick an d s u ffering w ith in curable 
d is eas es …abou t  people w ho are ou tcas t and lonely and alone in the w orld … abou t people w ho’ve los t 
loved ones an d are experiencing tragedy in their lives.  

S how u s y ou really ARE  th e God of peace and pu t an end to all the d iv is ions an d 
m is und ers tan d ings in the w orld …not ju s t in the Mid d le Eas t or in Africa or Ch in a or Korea…bu t righ t 
here, AT HOME, as w ell…righ t here in BELLEFONTAINE… am ong people w ho can ’t s eem to ge t 
along… am ong people from d ifferen t churches … am on g people w ith in the THIS church . Bring th a t 
PEACE ON EARTH y our B ible is alw ay s talk ing abou t God .  PROVE it to u s .  S how u s th e S IGNS th a t 
y ou th a t y ou really are REAL and th a t y ou really d o CARE abou t u s . BOTTOM LINE it for u s God !  
Show us the SIGNS! 

Bu t I th in k we m igh t ou gh t to be CAREFUL wh a t we a s k for .  Beca u s e th ere is every ch a n ce in 
the world that God will say to US…just as God said to Gideon, “Okay!  Sounds Great!  YOU be the sign!” 

“But…but…but…” we s ta m m er a n d s tu t ter .  “I’m too YOUNG… I’m too OLD…I’m too 
INS IGNIFICANT…I’m a NOBODY…Find s om ebod y ELS E… I d on’t QUALIFY… I d on ’t  h ave the 
S KILLS … I’m too NEW … I’ve been around too LONG… It’s s om ebod y ELS E’S tu rn… I’m NOT y our 
m an… I’m not y our W OMAN… I d id n ’t VOLUNTEER…Hones tly , y ou need to find s om eone ELS E God !”  
At lea s t th a t ’s wh a t GIDEON s a id !  An d I don ’t im a gin e OUR rea ct ion s wou ld be…WILL be…a ll th a t 
m u ch d ifferen t from Gideon ’s .  Bu t , in rea lity, it does n ’t u lt im a tely m a t ter WHAT excu s es we m igh t 
offer .  Beca u s e, u lt im a tely, ou r s elf-perceived d is qu a lifica t ion s a re n ot im por ta n t .  We a s ked for a 
SIGN…and God GAVE us a sign…US!  PERIOD! 

Bes ides , God h a s a “but” to offer , a s well.  “Bu t I w ill be W ITH y ou ,” God s a ys .  An d th a t , you 
see, is ALL that really matters.  “And his name shall be called EMMANUEL…which means, God WITH 
us .”  “And lo, I am W ITH YOU, ALW AYS , even to the clos e of the age.” 

J es u s wou ldn ’t give h is cr it ics a s ign beca u s e h e HIMSELF wa s th e s ign .  An d a s h is 
followers , WE TOO a re th e SIGNS of God’s p res en ce…a n d God’s a ct ivity…a n d God’s love a n d 
com pa s s ion a n d gra ce a n d m ercy a n d h ea lin g a n d wh olen es s a n d pea ce a n d Sh a lom in ou r wor ld .  
Let me show you what I mean. 

Five of ou r ch u rch m em bers ea ger ly wa n t in g to s h a re a week of th eir va lu a b le t im e to go to 
Ha it i n ext fa ll to h elp b r in g th e h ea lin g of Ch r is t ’s tou ch a n d gra ce of God’s love to a peop le wh os e 
lives h a ve been p la gu ed by a wh ole BUNCH of “Media n ites ” in recen t da ys .  Su rely, it is a SIGN th a t 
God is at work and that miracles still happen. 

More than $60,000 given by this congregation during the past year to share the love of Christ 
in some very real, tangible kinds of ways…money shared around the world, to be sure…but perhaps 
even m ore im por ta n t ly…s h a red r igh t h ere a t h om e…with in THIS com m u n ity…a m on g peop le wh o 
are hungry…sick…homeless…naked…lonely and scared – peop le wh o n eed to kn ow th a t God is rea l 
a n d Ch r is t is love a n d wh o look to US…to YOU a n d ME to be th e p roof…th e s ign th ey n eed in order 
to believe! 

26 fa m ilies with 60 ch ild ren h elped th rou gh th e Sh a r in g Tree p rogra m …39 fa m ilies with 
m ore th a n 70 ch ild ren h elped th rou gh th e Ch r is tm a s Ba s ket p roject…over 1500 m ea ls s erved la s t 
yea r th rou gh th e Din n er a t th e Prez – peop le…GOD’S peop le…OUR n eigh bors r igh t h ere  in th is 
com m u n ity…wh o h a ve been b les s ed by th e gen eros ity of ou r love a n d ou r t im e a n d ou r effor ts a s a 
very real SIGN that God is still busy in our world…or at least in our little corner of the world.  

Th e in cred ib ly gen erou s fin a n cia l givin g of th e m em bers a n d fr ien ds of th is ch u rch fa m ily 
wh o, even in th e m ids t of s om e d ifficu lt a n d ch a llen gin g econ om ic t im es , CONTINUE to b les s th is 



con grega t ion a n d it s m in is t ry beyon d ou r wildes t im a gin in gs …s u rely it is a won derfu lly powerfu l 
sign that the Spirit of the Lord is alive and kicking and still moving mightily in our midst! 

Th e b les s in g…th e a bs olu te joy a n d b les s in g of ou r ch u rch s ta ff wh o da y in a n d da y ou t offer 
th eir t im e…th eir ta len ts …th eir t rea s u re to keep th is ch u rch ru n n in g a n d m a ke it a p la ce wh ere 
God’s work con t in u es to be don e ea ch a n d every da y…n ot to m en t ion th e cou n t les s h ou rs u pon 
h ou rs u pon h ou rs of t im e a n d en ergy a n d effor t given by YOU, th e m em bers of th is ch u rch fa m ily, 
wh o offer you rs elves freely a n d joyou s ly to th e Lord a n d to th is ch u rch a s a SIGN…a rea l a n d 
ta n gib le SIGN th a t J es u s Ch r is t is a live a n d work in g a n d m ovin g, n ot on ly with in you r own 
hearts…but within the heart and life of this community of faith as well.  

Th e love a n d com pa s s ion a n d p ra yers a n d s u ppor t of a ch u rch fa m ily for th os e in ou r m ids t 
wh o a re s ick or s or rowfu l or lon ely or h ea r tb roken …th e fa ith th a t you live a n d th e fa ith th a t you 
s h ow ea ch a n d every da y…n ot ju s t h ere…n ot ju s t with in ou r ch u rch fa m ily…bu t ou t in th e 
com m u n ity wh ere you live a n d work a n d s h op a n d p la y a n d go to s ch ool – a fa ith th a t s h ows EVEN 
a n d ESPECIALLY wh en t im es a re tou gh a n d th e “Media n ites ” a re b rea th in g down YOUR n eck a n d 
yet you STILL m a n a ge to be pers on s of fa ith a n d com pa s s ion a n d gra ciou s n es s a n d love a n d m ercy 
– SURELY it is a SIGN of th a t God is rea l a n d a live a n d livin g in ou r m ids t…a n d MOST im por ta n t ly 
living in YOUR life!   

Oh , s om e peop le s a y th a t God does n ’t do MIRACLES a n y m ore…th a t God does n ’t p rovide 
SIGNS a n y m ore.  Som e folks h a ve a d ifficu lt t im e SEEING God’s p res en ce a n d s a y th a t th e s ign s of 
God’s rea lity a re few a n d fa r between th es e da ys .  Som e folks even th in k God h a s qu it givin g u s 
SIGNS altogether.  Oh, but I’m not so sure that’s true.  

S igns , s ign s , every w h ere are s igns , Can’t y ou read the s ign s !  
No, th e rea lity is th a t th e s ign s of God’s p res en ce ARE everywh ere.  Ma ybe we don ’t a lwa ys 

kn ow h ow to rea d th e s ign s .  Bu t th ey’re th ere, a ll r igh t , if we’ll ju s t open ou r eyes to SEE th em .  
An d often t im es , we m is s th e b igges t s ign of a ll:  th e on e th a t looks ba ck a t us when we stare at our 
reflection in the mirror.   

God h elp u s to SEE th e s ign s , to be s u re!  Bu t even MORE im por ta n t ly, God h elp u s to BE 
the signs of God’s presence in our midst ALWAYS!   

Let us pray: 
Show us the signs of your presence all around us Holy God! 

Help us to see you at work in our world. 
Help us to feel your holy presence in our lives. 

Help us to know you are Emmanuel…here…with us…in the midst of us… 
O Holy One who is as close to us as the air we breathe… 

as close to us as the person right beside us… 
as close to us as the reflection we see in mirror… 

Show us the signs, and help us to see! 
But even MORE IMPORTANTLY, Help us to BE the signs of YOUR presence in our world. 

For we ask it in Christ name, Amen!    

With thanks and credit to Barbara Brown Taylor, “Show Me a Signs,” pp. 47-50, Home By Another Way, for the basic concept used in this sermon. 
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