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Th e s tory is told from a n u m ber of yea rs a go of two m en wh o s h a red a room in a h os p ita l.  Both of 
th em bein g lon g-term ca re pa t ien ts a n d both of th em bein g ba s ica lly bedfa s t , th ey ra rely got to s ee 
a n yth in g beyon d th e fou r wa lls of th eir room .  Th e m a n by th e door wa s often qu iet a n d with dra wn , 
resentful of his condition and often, it seemed, angry toward the world.  

Th e m a n by th e win dow, on th e oth er h a n d , wa s often b r igh t a n d ch eer fu l, fr ien d ly a n d wa rm 
towa rd both h is room m a te a n d a n yon e els e wh o en tered th e room .  An d th ou gh h is h ea lth wa s poor a t 
bes t , a n d th ou gh h e kn ew ea ch da y m igh t be h is la s t , h e s eem ed to en joy life a n d t rea s u re ea ch da y th a t 
he was privileged to live. 

Now bein g th e k in d of m a n th a t h e wa s , h e d id h is BEST to ch eer u p h is room m a te a t every 
oppor tu n ity.  Kn owin g th a t h is room m a te m is s ed th e ou ts ide wor ld , th e pa t ien t by th e win dow, wh o wa s 
a b le to s it u p a n d look ou t , a s ked h is n eigh bor if it wou ld h elp if h e des cr ibed wh a t wa s goin g on ou ts ide.  
His roommate replied that it would, of course, help.  So for several hours that day and each day after that, 
th e m a n in th e bed by th e win dow wou ld des cr ibe th e t rees …th e green gra s s …th e b lu e s k ies a n d wh ite 
pu ffy clou ds …th e ch ild ren p la yin g in th e pa rk a cros s th e s t reet…th e k ites flyin g on a win dy da y…a n d th e 
family enjoying a picnic under the trees.  

At fir s t , th e m a n in th e bed by th e door a pprecia ted th es e word p ictu re a n d looked forwa rd to ea ch 
n ew da y wh en h is room m a te by th e win dow wou ld des cr ibe wh a t wa s goin g on ou ts ide.  At lea s t for few 
m om en ts ea ch da y, h is room m a te’s des cr ip t ion of th e ou ts ide wor ld lifted h im ou t of th e d ra b rou t in e of 
his hospital room and allowed him to “see” the brightness of life.   

S lowly, bu t s u rely, h owever , h e bega n to res en t th e fa ct th a t HE wa s fla t on h is ba ck by th e door 
wh ile h is room m a te by th e win dow wa s get t in g to exper ien ce th e view fir s th a n d .  After a ll, th ey were both 
pa yin g th e s a m e p r ice for th e room a n d th ere wa s n o rea s on wh y HE s h ou ldn ’t h a ve th e view from th e 
win dow a n d be a b le to en joy th e s a m e s t im u la t ion .  Feelin gs of jea lou s y bega n to gn a w a wa y a t th e m a n 
until he actually became very resentful of his roommate.  

On e even in g, h owever , th e m a n by th e win dow bega n s t ru gglin g with h is b rea th in g a s h e h a d s o 
m a n y t im es before.  As h e ga s ped for a ir , h e fra n t ica lly fu m bled to fin d th e n u rs es ’ ca ll bu t ton .  His 
room m a te by th e door wa s h a lf a s leep wh en a ll th is h a ppen ed a n d wa s a rou s ed from h is dozin g on ly by 
th e s ou n d of a th u d on th e floor .  Wh en h e fin a lly rea lized wh a t h a d h a ppen ed a n d th a t h is room m a te wa s 
lyin g on th e floor dyin g, h e qu ick ly ra n g h is own ca ll bu t ton to s u m m on s th e n u rs es .  It wa s , h owever , too 
late.  For though they tried valiantly to revive the man, they could not…and he died.    

Well, even th ou gh th e m a n by th e door wa s s a d to s ee h is room m a te d ie, h e cou ldn ’t h elp bu t be a 
lit t le gla d a s well.  Oh , n ot th a t th e m a n DIED, m in d you …h e’d h a ve m u ch ra th er h is room m a te h a d 
got ten well a n d s im ply gon e h om e.  Bu t gla d th a t h e wou ld be a b le to m ove to th e bed by th e win dow a n d 
see outside for himself!  No more second-hand reports!  

The next morning, the nurses agreed to his request and moved him to the bed by the window before 
a n oth er pa t ien t wa s b rou gh t in to th e room .  Wh en everyon e h a d left , th e m a n pu s h ed th e bu t ton on th e 
s ide of h is bed s o th a t h e wou ld be u p a s h igh a s pos s ib le.  An d with th e h ea d of th e bed a s u pr igh t a s it 
wou ld go, th e m a n ea ger ly s t ra in ed to s ee th e wor ld ou ts ide th a t h os p ita l win dow…th a t won derfu l view 
th a t h is room m a te h a d s o bea u t ifu lly des cr ibed to h im for s o m a n y da ys .  Wh a t h e s a w, h owever , s h ocked 
him , for it wa s n oth in g m ore th a n a n oth er win g of th e h os p ita l on ly a few feet a wa y.  For da ys , h is 
roommate had been staring at nothing but a blank wall. 
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Bu t th en , th a t ’s th e wa y LIFE is s om et im es too, is n ’t it?  We go th rou gh life with a ll k in ds of eager 
h opes a n d a n t icipa t ion s …look in g forwa rd to th is or d rea m in g a bou t th a t…a n xiou s ly a wa it in g a t im e wh en 
s om eth in g excit in g or s pecia l is a bou t to h a ppen – on ly to fin d th a t wh en th is or th a t fin a lly a r r ives a n d 
we’re peer in g th ou gh th e win dow of life, a ll we’re a b le to s ee s om et im es is a b la n k wa ll of d is a ppoin tm en t 
and defeat …frustration and anger…sorrow and sadness.  Let me show you what I mean.  

A cou p le looks forwa rd for YEARS to th e t im e wh en th ey ca n both ret ire…wh en , a fter yea rs of h a rd 
work a n d s cr im pin g a n d s a vin g to ra is e a fa m ily, th ey will fin a lly h a ve both th e t im e a n d th e m on ey to 
ENJ OY life…to t ra vel…to s ee th eir k id s …to wa tch th e s u n s ets a n d en joy s pen d in g t im e togeth er in th e 
twiligh t yea rs of th eir lives …on ly to fin d th a t s ix weeks a fter th eir ret irem en ts , th e wife is d ia gn os ed with 
pancreatic cancer and has only a short time left to live.  And suddenly, that blank wall becomes a very real 
reality in their lives.  

Or con s ider , for in s ta n ce, th e older wom a n wh o h a s lived in h er h om e for m ore th a n 50 yea rs a n d 
wh os e fon des t d rea m is to rem a in th ere in th a t p la ce wh ich is h er p r ide a n d joy u n t il h er dyin g da ys …yet 
wh o is forced by fa lter in g s tep a n d fa ilin g h ea lth to m ove in to th e n u rs in g h om e wh ich h a s a lwa ys been 
her worst nightmare.  

Or th e you n g cou p le n ow growin g in to m idd le a ge wh o h a s t r ied a n d t r ied a n d TRIED to h a ve 
ch ild ren for yea rs …a n d , a fter wa it in g s o lon g, n ow d is covers th ey a re fin a lly expect in g…bu t th e tes t s h ow 
th a t th e ch ild th ey a re expect in g h a s been d ia gn os ed with n ot on ly with Down ’s Syn drom e, bu t Sp in a 
Bifada as well.  

Or th e you n g pers on wh o h a s h oped a n d p la n n ed th rou gh ou t h er h igh s ch ool yea rs to go to college 
to pu rs u e h er lifelon g d rea m of goin g in to s ocia l work to h elp peop le, a n d pa r t icu la r ly lit t le ch ild ren , m a ke 
a bet ter life for th em s elves …on ly to h a ve th os e h opes da s h ed by a la ck of fin a n ces …a n d gra des wh ich 
don’t quite qualify for scholarships.  

Tim e a n d t im e a ga in , in th es e a n d cou n t les s oth er very rea l exa m ples I cou ld s h a re with you from 
r igh t with in ou r own ch u rch fa m ily, peop le fin d th em s elves s ta r in g a b la n k wa lls …a b la n k wa lls wh ich is , 
from t im e to t im e, a n in evita b le pa r t of th e la n ds ca pe of ALL of ou r lives .  Th e qu es t ion we fa ce, th en , is 
wh a t a re we goin g to SEE wh en we DO fin d ou rs elves s ta r in g a t th os e b la n k wa lls .  Do we s ee on ly th e 
h opeles s n es s a n d des pa ir of life p rojected th ere?  Or a re we a b le to s ee pos s ib ilit ies a n d h ope?  Do we s ee 
n oth in g bu t a n obs ta cle th a t n o a m ou n t of effor t ca n overcom e…or ca n we look a t th os e b la n k wa lls a n d 
s ee a n a r ra y of oppor tu n it ies th a t lie a h ea d?  In oth er words , do th e b la n k wa lls we s om et im es fa ce 
rep res en t for u s th e “dea d en ds ” in life…or a re we a b le, with God’s h elp , to s ee BEYOND th os e b la n k wa lls 
to life a s God in ten ds for it to be?  In rea lity, if is often a m a t ter of ou r ATTITUDE…ou r a t t itu de AND ou r 
PRIORITIES.  

In ou r Gos pel les s on for th is m orn in g, J es u s is t ryin g to tell u s th a t ou r a t t itu de in life…wh ich is 
m os t often determ in ed by ou r p r ior it ies …is th e key to dea lin g with th e b la n k wa lls we s om et im es fa ce.  
“Look a t the b ird s of the air an d the flow ers of the fie ld ,” J es u s s a ys .  “They d on’t w orry abou t 
tom orrow … w h at they ’re going to ea t or d rink or w ear – in other w ord s , w h at’s going to h appen to them .  Ye t 
God tak es care of THEM, d oes n ’t He?  And aren ’t YOU m ore valu able to God th an the flow ers of the fie ld an d 
the b ird s of the a ir?  Of COURS E y ou are!” J es u s a n s wers .  “Therefore, God w ill tak e care of ALL w h o s eek 
His k ingd om and pu t Him firs t in the ir lives !”  

Now, let’s be honest about it!  That DOESN’T mean that God give us anything or everything we want 
in life.  We m a y WANT a m illion dolla rs …or a n ew h ou s e…or a n ew ca r…or to be bea u t ifu l en ou gh to win 
th e Mis s Un ivers e pa gea n t…or to live, in excellen t h ea lth , to th e r ipe of a ge of 142!  Bu t ju s t beca u s e we 
WANT it, that DOESN’T mean we’re going to get it.  That’s NOT what God promises.    

In s tea d , God a s s u res u s we will h a ve everyth in g we NEED…IF, th a t is , we a re livin g ou r lives in 
s u ch a wa y a s to keep God a n d God’s will a s fir s t p r ior ity in ou r lives .  Or , in pu t t in g it a n oth er wa y in 
answer to a question about which commandment is the greatest, Jesus said:  “Love th e Lord y our God w ith 
every th ing y ou’ve got… and love y our ne ighbor as y ours elf.”  Th e two go h a n d in h a n d in keep in g ou r 
attitudes and priorities in life straightened out – ESPECIALLY when we’re staring at a blank wall.  

A Ch r is t ia n wr iter by th e n a m e of Da vid Redd in g, in t ryin g to give a p ra ct ica l exa m ple a bou t a ll of 
th is , tells a bou t h is own Au n t Em ily, wh o h a d a wa y of order in g th e p r ior it ies of h er life s o th a t God a n d 
oth er were a lwa ys fir s t .  An d a s a res u lt , Redd in g wr ites , it ga ve h er a won derfu lly pos it ive ATTITUDE 
when it came to the blank walls in life. 
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Wh a tever wou ld h a ppen in h er life, good or ba d , Au n t Em wa s a b le to s ee it a s a pers on a l fa vor 
a bou t wh ich s h e wou ld a lwa ys s a y: “You k now , th is is going to d o m e a W ORLD of good !”  Sh e m a y h a ve 
been too m u ch of a “good ie two s h oes ” for s om e of u s , Redd in g s a id , bu t s h e kn ew wh a t it m ea n t to h a ve a 
loving and trusting attitude toward life AND toward God.    

Wh en h er h ou s e wa s fu ll of vis it in g fa m ily a n d a ll th e beds were ta ken , in clu d in g h er own , Au n t Em 
wou ld m a ke h ers elf a s leep in g pa llet on th e k itch en floor , s h u s h in g everyon e’s p rotes t by s a yin g, “You 
k now , it’ll d o m e a W ORLD of good !  My s qu is h y old m attres s m ak es m y back hurt an y w ay !” 
Wh ile everyon e els e wa s groa n in g a n d com pla in in g a bou t th e lou s y food s erved to th em a t a roa ds ide 
res ta u ra n t , Au n t Em wou ld ch ew a n d ch ew a n d ch ew h er tou gh old pork ch op a n d s ay, “You k now , th is is 
going to d o m e a W ORLD of good !  My jaw line w as ge tting a little flabby la te ly !”  

Wh en h er h u s ba n d of m a n y yea rs d ied , Au n t Em m ou rn ed h is pa s s in g a n d s h ed h er s h a re of tea rs .  
Bu t th en , with a s m ile th rou gh h er tea rs , s h e s a id , “You k now , th is is going to d o m e a w orld of good !  Fred 
alw ay s d id te ll m e I need ed to be m ore ind epend en t!”  

A n u m ber of yea rs la ter , wh en Au n t Em h ers elf wa s d ia gn os ed with ca n cer a n d wa s forced to s low 
down h er wh ir lwin d pa ce of com in gs a n d goin gs , m eet in g a n d a ct ivit ies , s h e s a id : “You k now , th is is going 
to d o m e a W ORLD of good .  I n eed ed to cu t back on m y s ched u le an y w ay and th is w ill give m e a good 
reason to do so!”  

Reddin g th en wr ites th a t wh en h is Au n t Em ily even tu a lly s u ccu m bed to th e ca n cer ,  “They d id n’t 
te ll m e w h a t her d y in g w ord s w ere.  Bu t, y ou k now , it really w as n’t neces s ary .  Becau s e I can pre tty m uch 
gu aran tee y ou th a t th e las t w ord s to cros s her lips w ou ld be the s am e w ord s I heard her s ay s o m an y tim es 
before.  I can ju s t S EE her w rin k led , old , gray head nod d ing as s he s lipped in to e tern al peace.  ‘You k now ,’ 
s he w ou ld be s ay ing, ‘th is is goin g to d o m e a W ORLD of good !’”   

ATTITUDE, good fr ien ds !  ATTITUDE!  Au n t Em h a d h er life s t ra igh ten ed a rou n d r igh t .  Sh e h a d , a s 
J es u s s u gges ted , pu t fir s t th in gs fir s t , a n d , a s res u lt , fou n d a ll h er REAL n eeds in life were m et s o th a t 
wh en s h e wa s left s ta r in g a t th a t FINAL b la n k wa ll in life, s h e cou ld s ee BEYOND a n d AROUND it to th e 
glor iou s Kin gdom God h a d p repa red for h er .  Oh , it wa s n ’t th a t s h e h a dn ’t en cou n tered s ickn es s a n d 
t rou b le a n d s or row in life.  Sh e HAD…ju s t like everybody els e does from t im e to t im e.  Bu t s h e m et it a ll 
with a life com m it ted to lovin g God a n d lovin g oth ers .  An d beca u s e s h e h a d h er PRIORITIES s t ra igh t , s h e 
also had a at t itu de wh ich en a b led h er to dea l with WHATEVER life b rou gh t h er wa y – even the blank walls 
of life.  

Th e Apos t le Pa u l, of cou rs e, wa s ANOTHER wh o, beca u s e of h is ATTITUDE, wa s a b le to fa ce th e 
b la n k wa lls of life with con fiden ce a n d h ope.  For th ree yea rs , Pa u l h a d been in p r is on …firs t in Ca es a rea 
and now in Rome.  The church in Philippi, which Paul had founded, heard about his situation and took up 
a n offer in g to s en d to h im to h elp p rovide for h is n eeds wh ile h e wa s ja iled .  In rep ly, Pa u l wrote a let ter 
wh ich we kn ow toda y a s Philippians, wh ich m a n y believe is on e of  Pa u l’s m os t bea u t ifu l let ters …prim a r ily 
beca u s e it revea ls to u s th e m a n y s ides of th e m a n – h is ch a ra cter…h is cou ra ge…h is h u m ility…AND h is 
faith and trust in the midst of WHATEVER he faced.  

In p r is on for th ree yea rs …h a vin g been s h ipwrecked a n d bea ten …s ton ed a n d wh ipped…h a vin g 
known hunger and thirst…rejection and persecution…Paul could STILL write to the Philippians:  

Rejoice in the Lord always!  And again, I say REJOICE!  
Le t all people k now of y our faith and d e term in ation…for the Lord is a t h and !  
Have no an xie ty abou t an y th ing, bu t in every th ing, by pray er and s upplication ,   

w ith th ank s giv ing in y our hearts ,  let your requests be made known to God.  
And the peace of God, which passes ALL UNDERSTANDING,   

will keep your minds and your hearts in Christ Jesus, our Lord, ALWAYS!   

“For I have learned,” Paul went on to say, “to be content in WHATEVER cond ition I  
find m y s elf in .  I k now w h at it is to be in need … and w h at it is to have m ore th an enough. 
I h ave learned th is s ecre t, s o th a t an y w here, a t an y tim e, no m atter w h at I’m going th rough ,  
I am con ten t – w he ther I’m fu ll or hungry … w hether I h ave too m uch or too little . 
I h ave the s trength to d o ALL th ings th rough Chris t w ho s trengthens m e.”  

I have the strength to deal with ANY situation through Christ who strengthens me! 



-4 -  

I fir s t m et J o a n d Ha t t ie wh en I wa s a s econ d yea r s tu den t in Sem in a ry.  J o wa s a cla s s m a te of 
mine…and Hattie was her German Shepherd “seeing eye” dog.  Jo, you see, had been blind since birth, but 
was entering Seminary to become a minister because she wanted to share with others how GOOD God had 
been to h er a n d h ow m u ch h is p res en ce a n d love h a d m ea n t in h er life.  Sh e wa s a rem a rka b le you n g 
wom a n …fu ll of s pu n k a n d zes t for life a n d s m a r t a s a wh ip a s well.  An d yet , s h e h a d been wa rn ed by h er 
m in is ter , h er den om in a t ion , h er pa ren ts a n d th e Sem in a ry it s elf th a t Sem in a ry m igh t be  be too m u ch for 
h er .  College h a d been on e th in g…a n d s h e h a d don e well en ou gh th ere.  Bu t on ce s h e rea ch ed 
Sem in a ry…well, th a t wa s GRADUATE s ch ool a n d th e in ten s ity of th e rea d in g a n d wr it in g a n d n ote-taking 
a n d cla s s work a n d s em in a rs a n d p rofes s ors wou ld be s o m u ch m ore th a n a n yth in g s h e h a d p reviou s ly 
encountered. 

An d yet , J o wou ld NOT be deter red .  No m a t ter WHAT s om eon e wou ld s a y to t ry a n d d is cou ra ge 
h er , J o wou ld a lwa ys rep ly:  “I can d o ALL th ings th rough Chris t w h o s trengthen s m e.”   An d s h e m ea n t it !  
Sh e’d tell peop le th a t God wou ldn ’t h a ve b rou gh t h er th is fa r a n d given h er th e ca llin g to go to Sem in a ry 
a n d becom e a m in is ter in th e fir s t p la ce if God d idn ’t ALSO in ten d to give h er th e s t ren gth a n d th e a b ility 
to DEAL with wh a tever wou ld com e h er wa y.  “I’ve s tared a t b lan k w alls all m y life ,” s h e wou ld s a y, “bu t 
w ith God ’s help, I’ve m an aged to s ee m y w ay aroun d ALL of them .  I d on’t s ee w h y th is one w ill be an y 
different!” 

An d s u re en ou gh , it wa s n ’t !  J o DID m a n a ge h er wa y th rou gh Sem in a ry…n ot ju s t MANAGE, m in d 
you …bu t s u cceed in g with flyin g colors !  An d th e la s t I h ea rd , s h e wa s th e As s ocia te Pa s tor of a la rge 
u n ivers ity ch u rch wh ere s h e s pen t th e m a jor ity of h er t im e cou n s elin g ph ys ica lly im pa ired you n g 
people…convincing them that through their faith in Christ Jesus, the blank walls we sometimes encounter 
in life a re n ot BARRIERS to fa ith in God , bu t CHALLENGES wh ich h elp u s rea ch even GREATER fa ith a s 
God h elp s u s s ee BEYOND th os e b la n k wa lls to grea ter pos s ib ilit ies th a n we ever d rea m ed pos s ib le.  It ’s a 
m a t ter of ATTITUDE.  It ’s a m a t ter of keep in g th in gs in a PROPER PERSPECTIVE.  It ’s a m a t ter of 
PRIORITIES.  “I can d o ALL th ings th rough Chris t w ho s trengthens m e.” 

To be s u re, th ere ARE t im es in ou r lives wh en we fin d ou rs elves s ta r in g a t th e b la n k wa lls of life – 
wa lls of h opeles s n es s …wa lls of lon elin es s …wa lls of b roken rela t ion s h ips …wa lls of fea r…or da n ger…or 
fa ilu re…or s ickn es s …or even dea th .  Perh a ps s om e of u s a re s ta r in g a t th os e wa lls even n ow.  An d th a t is 
very, VERY d ifficu lt to dea l with .  I  REALIZE th a t !  I’ve been th ere m ys elf.  I KNOW h ow h a rd it is !  So d id 
the Apostle Paul.  So did my friend Jo.  So did David Redding’s Aunt Em. 

Bu t h ere’s th e th in g.  Th ou gh we ARE s ta r in g a t th os e b la n k wa lls …a n d th ou gh th a t IS a very 
d ifficu lt a n d ch a llen gin g is s u e to dea l with , we’ve got a ch oice.  Th os e b la n k wa lls ca n be wa lls wh ich s ea l 
u s in …wh ich im pr is on u s in a wor ld of dou b t a n d defea t a n d des pa ir , if we let th em .  An d AS s u ch , th os e 
b la n k wa lls ca n becom e for u s th e wa lls of ou r tom b , wh ere ou r fa ith in life a n d in God’s goodn es s a n d 
m ercy a n d p res en ce in ou r lives qu ick ly d ies .  OR…th os e b la n k wa lls ca n becom e for u s ch a llen ges to a n 
even GREATER fa ith …kn owin g th a t even a s we s ta re a t wh a t s eem s like h opeles s n es s a n d defea t , dea th 
a n d des pa ir , th ere is ALWAYS h ope if we pu t ou r t ru s t a n d fa ith in God a n d in God’s Son , Ch r is t J es u s , 
our Lord.   

For I have learned, the Apostle Paul wrote, “in w h at EVER s ta te I find m y s elf… 
w ith w h at EVER blan k w all w h ich s tan d s before m e… I h ave learn ed to be con ten t.   
For I can d o ALL th ings th rough Chris t w ho s trengthens m e!  I can h and le w hat  
EVER life brings m y w ay w ith the help and pres ence an d pow er of Jes us Chris t w ho  
is w ith m e alw ay s !  

It’s a matter of ATTITUDE! 
It’s a matter of TRUST! 
It ’s a m a t ter of pu t t in g FIRST THINGS FIRST a n d h a vin g fa ith in Him wh o IS with u s a lwa ys , even 

to the close of the age.   
In HIS holy name, Amen…and Amen!    

(With thanks to C. Thomas Hilton, Clergy Journal, Feb. 1089)           
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