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“I am the ligh t of the w orld ,” J es u s s a id . “W hoever follow s m e w ill not w a lk in d ark nes s bu t 
will have the light of life.”  (John 8:12)  

“YOU are the ligh t of the w orld ,” J es u s s a id .  “Let y our ligh t s o s h ine before people, th a t they 
m ay s ee y our good w ork s and give glory to y our Father w h o is in heaven .”  

“I am the light of the world…YOU are the light of the world.”  
So wh ich is it?  Is J ESUS th e ligh t of th e wor ld a s J oh n ’s gos pel p rocla im s ?  Or a re WE th e 

ligh t of th e wor ld a s Ma t th ew’s gos pel m a kes it kn ow?   Is J ESUS th e on e wh o s h in es in th e 
da rkn es s a n d th e da rkn es s h a s n ever pu t h im ou t?  Or a re WE th e on es wh o a re ca lled to s h in e for 
the whole wide world to see?  

Which is it?  
The answer, of course, is YES!  
J es u s IS th e ligh t of th e wor ld .  Th e ligh t th a t wa s in th e begin n in g with God .  Th e ligh t th a t 

God s poke in to crea t ion .  Th e ligh t th a t wa s d ivided from th e da rkn es s .  Th e ligh t th a t ca m e from 
th e life th a t wa s for a ll peop le.  Th e ligh t th a t s h in es in th e da rkn es s s u ch th a t n o a m ou n t of 
da rkn es s ca n or will ever overcom e it .  J ESUS is th e ligh t of life…a n d wh oever follow h im will n ot 
walk in darkness but will have the light of life.  

Bu t n ot on ly will we HAVE th e ligh t of life, J es u s s a ys we will a ls o BE th e ligh t of life.  Th e 
ligh t of th e wor ld .  Th e ligh t th a t ca n n ot be h id .  Th e ligh t th a t s h in es for a ll to s ee s u ch th a t by 
seeing OUR light…such that by seeing OUR good works…glory may be given to our Father who is in 
h ea ven .  Beca u s e we a re h is followers …HIS ligh t becom es OUR ligh t .  WE a re th e ligh t of th e wor ld , 
Jesus says.    

Bu t if th a t’s th e ca s e…if wh a t J es u s s a ys is t ru e…a n d I rea lly do believe it IS t ru e…th en 
h ere’s m y qu es t ion for you th is m orn in g.  Wh ere is YOUR ligh t s h in in g?  Wh ere a re YOU bein g th e 
ligh t of th e wor ld?  Wh ere is it th a t YOUR ligh t is s h in in g s u ch th a t peop le s ee YOU a n d give glory 
to ou r Fa th er wh o is in h ea ven ?  Does a n yon e SEE you r ligh t?  Does a n yon e KNOW you a re a ch ild 
of God…a follower of J es u s Ch r is t?  Ca n th ey tell th a t by th e wa y you live you r life…by th e wa y you 
shine your light into the darkness of our sometimes dark and dreary world?  

If I were to a s k you r n eigh bors …or th e peop le you work with …or on e of th e ca s h iers down a t 
Wa lMa r t wh ere you ju s t ch ecked ou t with a ll you r grocer ies …wou ld THEY kn ow you a re th e ligh t of 
the world?  Would THEY be able to see your light shining?  

Oh , s om e of th em wou ld p roba b ly kn ow you go to ch u rch on Su n da ys .  An d s om e of th em 
might even know you go to First United Presbyterian Church and that you teach Sunday School…or 
h elp with VBS…or s in g in th e ch oir…or s erve a s a Dea con …or h elp with th e Elect ion Da y 
Lu n ch eon .  Bu t wou ld th ey KNOW you a re a Ch r is t ia n ?  Wou ld th ey be a b le to SEE Ch r is t ’s ligh t 
shining in you?  Would they be able to LOOK at you and say, “Now HE…now SHE…is the light of the 
w orld !  The w orld is a brigh ter place becau s e Jud y ’s in it…becau s e Bob is around …becaus e S ue le t’s 
Christ light shine!”?  Would anyone be able to say that about you?  

In ou r s cr ip tu re pa s s a ge for toda y, J es u s s pea ks a bou t h is followers …th a t’s US…bein g “the 
light of the world” and how we are to let our light shine in our world for the sake of others.  He  



-2 -  

reminds us that a city set on a hill is there for everyone to see.  And in the same way, he tells us, no 
on e ligh ts a ca n d le a n d th en s t icks it u n der a bu cket , bu t in s tea d pu ts it on a la m p s ta n d so 
everyone in the house can see.  I mean REALLY!  What’s the point of lighting a candle that no one is 
ever going to see?  

Meth od is t p rea ch er a n d tea ch er Ma xie Du n n a m , in h is book Th a t’s Wh a t th e Ma n Sa id , s a ys 
th a t th e ch a llen ge for u s a s Ch r is t ia n s …a s followers of J es u s …is to s top p reten d in g to be les s th a n 
we a re a n d to hum bly , ye t unas ham e dly , allow t h e ligh t t hat J e s us h as give n us t o s h ine fort h 
in our live s …t o s h in e fort h in s uc h a way t hat wh e n pe ople look at US t h e y m ay give glory 
NOT to us…but to God who is not ONLY in heaven…but in US as well.   

An d th en Du n n a m goes on to s a y th a t th ere a re a t lea s t two wa ys in wh ich J es u s ca lls u s to 
BE th e ligh t .  One is t o le t our ligh t s h in e BEFORE ot he rs an d n ot AT t he m .

  

To be s u re, th ere 
a re th os e wh o ca ll th em s elves “Ch r is t ia n s ”…wh o bold ly p rocla im th eir loya lty a n d love for 
Jesus…but who, because of their self-righteous egos and judgmental attitudes ending up BLINDING 
oth ers from s eein g God .  Beca u s e th ey s h in e th e s elf-perceived b r igh tn es s of th eir OWN light 
d irect ly AT oth er peop le…dem a n din g th a t oth ers believe…or a ct…or live exa ct ly a s THEY do…th ey 
end up driving people AWAY from God and God’s son rather than drawing those people TO God and 
to Jesus.  And you know EXACTLY the kind of people I’m talking about.  

Som e of th em a re In-Your-Fac e Chris t ians .  Th es e a re th e h a rd s ell, con fron ta t ion a l 
types …th e on es wh o, u pon m eet in g you , dem a n d to kn ow: “Are y ou s aved ?”  a n d th en im m edia tely 
begin h a ra n gu in g  you a bou t h ow to GET s a ved s o th a t you a void bu rn in g in th e fiery torm en t of 
h ell.  Or th e type th a t s top you on th e s idewa lk or kn ock on you r door a n d s h ove a flier in you r fa ce 
in s is t in g th a t you repen t NOW…for th e en d is n ea r !  In You r Fa ce Ch r is t ia n s wh o BLIND peop le to 
God’s gracious Good News.  

An d th en th ere a re th e Holier-Than-Thou Ch ris t ian s …th e s m u g, s elf-r igh teou s types .  Th ey 
h a ve exch a n ged th eir p r ies t ly, Ph a r is a ic ga rm en ts for m ore con tem pora ry cloth in g, bu t th eir h ea r ts 
a re ju s t a s ju dgm en ta l.  Th ey m a ke it very p la in th a t you p roba b ly cou ldn ’t live u p to th eir level of 
s p ir itu a lity a n d per fect ion , s o you m igh t a s well n ot t ry.  You kn ow th e type, don ’t you ?  Th ey a re 
th e ch ron ic cr it ics wh o s eem to h a ve a p rob lem with a n yth in g a n d everyth in g th a t th ey h a ppen n ot 
to a gree with a n d th en look down th eir lon g poin ty n os es a t th os e wh o d iffer with th em beca u s e 
THEY obviou s kn ow wh a t’s r igh t a n d YOU a re obviou s ly wron g for s eein g it d ifferen t ly.  
“Tsk…tsk…tsk” th ey s a y, s h a k in g th eir h ea ds in s elf-r igh tou s p ity for th os e wh o ju s t don ’t “s ee the 
light”.  Holier -than-th ou Ch r is t ia n s wh o BLIND oth ers from givin g glory to ou r Fa th er wh o is in 
heaven.  

Of cou rs e th en , th ere a re a ls o wh a t we m igh t ca ll Cos m e t ic Chris t ian s .  Th es e a re th e 
Ch r is t ia n s wh o wea r on ly th e VENEER of bein g a follower of Ch r is t .  Th eir Ch r is t ia n ity is “s u r fa ce 
on ly” a n d does n ’t rea lly ch a n ge th eir ch a ra cter a n d va lu es …n or th eir beh a vior .   Th ey’re th e on es 
th a t n on -ch u rch goin g peop le ca ll hy pocrites beca u s e th ey on ly wea r th e m a s k of 
Ch r is t ia n ity…goin g to ch u rch on Su n da y…s in gin g in th e ch oir…s ervin g a s a n u s h er – bu t th en 
goin g ou t a n ch ea t in g th eir n eigh bors Mon da y th rou gh Fr ida y.  If we on ly WEAR th e m a s k 
Ch r is t ia n ity on Su n da y with ou t a ls o LIVING ou r fa ith Mon da y th rou gh Fr ida y h ow ca n we h elp bu t 
be called hy pocrites ?  How can we HELP but blind others to the Good News of God’s grace and love?  

J oe Aldr ich , a u th or of th e book Life-Style Eva n gelis m , pu t it like th is : “Chris tian s s hou ld 
decide to BE the good news before they go trying to SHARE the good news.”  

“Let y our ligh t s h ine before others th a t they m ay s ee y our good w ork s and give glory to y our 
Father w ho is in heaven .”  To be s u re, J es u s ca lls u s to let ou r ligh t s h in e BEFORE oth ers , a n d n ot 
AT them.    

AND J es u s ca lls u s to be th e ligh t WITHOUT be ing s h owy.  In oth er words , to s h in e s o th a t 
they glory goes to GOD and not to ourselves.   

Now, to be s u re, th ere a re th os e of u s wh o ta ke th a t a dm on it ion to h ea r t .  We a re SO 
relu cta n t to ca ll a t ten t ion to ou rs elves th a t we refu s e to let ou r ligh t s h in e AT ALL for fea r of bein g 
showy.  We’re ju s t n ot com for ta b le with s h a r in g ou r fa ith .  We’re ju s t n ot com for ta b le with doin g 
th in gs th a t will a t t ra ct a t ten t ion .  Bu t th a t ’s NOT wh a t J es u s wa s ta lk in g a bou t .  He wa s ta lk in g 
about SHINING OUR LIGHT in such a way that instead of drawing the attention to OURSELVES…it  
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gives the glory to God.  Let me show you what I mean.  
Th ere’s a n old s tory…a fa b le…m a ybe even on e of Aes op’s Fa b les …I don ’t kn ow wh ere it ’s 

from .  Bu t it ’s th e s tory of a con tes t between th e win d a n d th e s u n to s ee wh ich of th em wou ld be 
a b le to get a m a n to rem ove h is overcoa t fir s t .  Well, th e win d fu lly b lu s tered a n d b lew a rou n d th e 
m a n a s h e wa lked a cros s a field .  Bu t th a t ju s t m a de th e m a n pu ll h is coa t t igh ter a rou n d h im s elf 
a n d even tu a lly bu t ton it a ll th e wa y u p u n der h is ch in in s p ite of th e win d h owlin g a n d s wir lin g 
noisily around him.  And the wind eventually surrendered in disgust.  

An d th en th e s u n took over a n d s im ply bega n to s m ile wa rm ly a n d gen t ly on th e m a n u n t il, 
before long, the man voluntarily unbuttoned his coat…opened it up…and finally took it off.  

So wh a t’s th e d ifferen ce h ere?  Well, in con tra s t to th e win d’s b lu s tery a t tem pt to force th e 
coa t off th e m a n , th e s u n res pected th e m a n ’s pers on a l in tegr ity a n d pa t ien t ly a llow h im to m a ke 
th e decis ion if a n d wh en th e coa t s h ou ld com e off.  It wa s s u b t le!  It wa s beh a viora l!  It wa s 
effective!  

J es u s ca lls u s to be th e ligh t…to let ou r ligh t s h in e BEFORE oth ers a n d n ot AT th em .  J es u s 
ca lls u s to be th e ligh t WITHOUT bein g s h owy.  An d J es u s ca lls u s to be th e ligh t th a t s h in e before 
others “s o th a t they m ay s ee our good w ork s and give glory to God w h o is in heaven .”  

In Ma t th ew 25 , J es u s refers to h u m a n ity a s d ivided in to two grou ps :  Th os e wh o s erved Him 
a n d th os e wh o d id n ot .  “For I w as hungry an d y ou fed m e…or refus ed to feed m e.  I w as th irs ty and 
y ou gave m e a d rink …or failed to give m e a d rink .  I w as a s tran ger an d y ou w elcom ed m e…or 
refus ed to w elcom e m e; n ak ed and y ou clothed m e…or failed to clothe m e; s ick and y ou v is ited m e…or 
d id n’t v is it m e; in prison and you came to me…or didn’t come to me.”  

Bu t h ere’s th e in teres t in g th in g a bou t J es u s pa ra b le.  Even a fter J es u s a n n ou n ces b les s in gs 
or cu rs es ba s ed u pon h ow peop le t rea ted h im th ere is s tu n n ed AMAZEMENT to wh a t J es u s is 
s a yin g.  Even th e r igh teou s …th e on es wh o fed J es u s a n d ga ve h im a d r in k a n d welcom ed h im a n d 
cloth ed h im a n d vis ited h im a n d took ca re of h im …s a y to h im , “W HEN, Lord ?  W HEN?    Wh ich is 
precisely when Jesus replies, “Even as y ou d id it un to one of the leas t of m y brothers an d s is ters, you 
d id it un to m e.”  They didn’t even know they were doing it.    

THESE a re th e on es wh os e focu s is n ot on s om e oth er m ot ive…like win n in g s ta rs in th eir 
crowns of righteousness…or getting people to like them or sing their praises.  They are simply doing 
wh a t com es n a tu ra lly –  let t in g th eir ligh t s h in e b r igh t ly…m oved with com pa s s ion wh en th ey s ee 
s om eon e in n eed…rea ch in g ou t to m a ke a d ifferen ce wh ere th ey ca n …a n d in s o doin g, s h owin g th e 
way to the Lord!  

In a frequ en t ly da rk a n d s ca ry wor ld…wh ere th e da rkn es s is a lwa ys th rea ten in g to overcom e 
th e ligh t…a n xiou s a n d fr igh ten ed peop le ea ger ly look for a ligh t .  However d im ou r ligh t m igh t 
sometimes seem, WE are the ones who are able to give them hope and comfort and peace.  

*For people who have lost loved ones.  
*For people who are struggling to make ends meet.  
*For people who feel they are at the end of their rope.   
*For people who are questioning the meaning of their lives.   
*For people who are lonely and on the verge of losing hope.  
*For people who want to know that life is still good and worth living.  
“YOU are the ligh t of the w orld ,” J es u s s a id .  “A city s e t on a h ill cannot be h id .  Nor d oes 

an y one ligh t a lam p an d pu t it und er a bas k e t bu t on a s tan d an d it give ligh t to every one in the 
house.  S o le t y our ligh t s h ine before all people th a t th ey m ay s ee YOUR ligh t an d give glory to y our 
Father w ho is in heaven .”  

So where IS your light shining these days?  
Where are YOU being the light of the world?  
Wh ere is it th a t YOUR ligh t is s h in in g s u ch th a t peop le s ee YOU a n d give glory to ou r Fa th er 

who is in heaven?   
Does anyone SEE your light?   
Does anyone KNOW you are a child of God…a follower of Jesus Christ?   
Ca n th ey tell th a t by th e wa y you live you r life…by th e wa y you s h in e you r ligh t in to the 

darkness of our sometimes dark and dreary world? 



-4 -  

Just where IS your light shining?  

A professor was closing his class for the day.  “Are there any further questions?” he asked. 
One student spoke up.  “Yes , I h ave a ques tion!  W h at is the m ean ing of life?”   
Everyon e la u gh ed a n d ga th ered th eir books .  Th e p rofes s or s a t a n d th ou gh t for a m in u te.  

“Are you serious?” he asked. 
Wh en th e s tu den t n odded , th e p rofes s or took a s m a ll p iece of gla s s ou t of h is pocket .  It wa s 

a p iece of a m ir ror th a t h a d been s h a ped by s cra p in g it ’s edges in to a s m ooth circle.  Th e p rofes s or 
ju s t looked a t it for a m om en t or two, let t in g th e ligh t from th e m ir ror p la y a cros s th e ceilin g a n d on 
the faces of the students.  Then he spoke. 

“I found th is w hen I w as a k id an d s craped it again s t a rock un til I s h aped it.  I w as fas cin a ted 
w ith it becau s e I cou ld hold it and reflect ligh t in to th e d ark es t corner of a room w ith it.  One d ay I 
realiz ed th a t m y life w as lik e th is m irror.  I d ecid ed to s pend m y life ju s t re flecting the ligh t in to as 
m an y d ark places as I cou ld .”  

“Don’t h id e y our ligh t und er a bas k e t,” J es u s s a id .  “In s tead , pu t it on a s tan d and le t it s h ine 
for all to s ee s o th a t people m ay s ee the good th ings y ou d o and give glory to God w ho is in heaven .”  

So once again, I ask you, WHERE IS YOUR LIGHT SHINING?                                          

With th a n ks a n d cred it to Dr . Rich a rd Kra n zley, Gra ce Com m u n ity Pres byter ia n Ch u rch , for s om e of th e th ou gh ts a n d idea s u s ed in th is 
sermon.    
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